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Chapter four – Tsuzar’s castle

9/25/612  5:00 PM

Keegan and Dustin ran quickly through the woods. Leaves were squished under their boots. They didn’t look behind themselves. They only ran…

>> Are they still behind us? <<

>> I don’t know, but… <<

>> What’s on? <<

>> Where is Alex? <<

>> Alex? <<

Keegan looked around while they was running.

>> You’re right. We have lost Alex… <<

>> And Tess, too. <<

>> I’m only worried about Alex. He can’t fight with a sword. Tess instead will survive easily. <<

>> I think we can stop running away. <<

Both stopped. Their breathes were both fast. Dustin put his hands at his knees.

>> That was close… <<

An arrow flight between Keegan’s ears, cut him some hair off and hit the tree behind him. He was shocked.

>> It’s… it isn’t over. <<

Keegan gripped Dustin’s arm. He ran behind a tree quickly. Two other arrows hit the tree.

>> I hope that they let us go soon… <<

>> I hope that Alex is saved. <<

>> Alex here, Alex there… <<

>> Do you not like him? <<

>> He is strange. I feel he is different than the others. <<

>> Perhaps… <<

Silence…

>> How long do we want to stay? <<

>> I don’t know… <<

9/25/612  9:01 PM

More than four hours had passed. Keegan and Dustin could make a little campfire. They used some big trunks as benches. The light shone at them warmly.

>> I think they are away. <<, said Dustin.

>> I’m worried about Alex… <<

>> Can we change the theme? <<

>> Alex… <<

Tears appeared in Keegan’s eyes.

>> Stop it now! You met him yesterday and now you cry because he isn’t here. <<

>> I… I don’t know. It’s my heart. It feels sometimes special in him. And it doesn’t wanted to lose him. <<

A tear dripped down to earth.

>> Alex… <<

Suddenly Dustin heard a sound.

>> Be quiet! <<

>> What? <<

>> Listen! <<

The sounds went nearer to them.

>> They are footsteps. <<

An arrow flight through the air and it burned in the campfire where it flight to.

>> They’re back! <<

Keegan and Dustin took both their swords and they hid themselves behind some trees. A person went to a trunk and it sat down. At this time they could identified who it was.

>> Tess! <<

>> You are both some little cowards. <<

Dustin ran towards her and she put down her bow.

>>Have you seen Alex somewhere? <<

Keegan looked angry to her.

>> Why so evil? Can’t you smiled about my joke? <<

>> It’s not the time to make jokes… <<

>> Sorry, but I haven’t seen Alex. <<

>> It’s ok… <<

Keegan let hang his head.

>> It’s late… I go into my bed. <<

>> Which bed? <<

9/26/612  8:55 AM

The sun rose and its light shone all over the country. The campfire hadn’t burned for hours. Dustin slept near to a great oak. Keegan instead lay on a trunk. Tess over him. A gust flight against Dustin’s head. He awaked slowly…

>> Oh… it’s morning. <<

He stood up, looked around and saw Tess and Keegan. She pressed her head against Keegan’s breast armor.

>> These jerks! <<

Dustin became angry. We went to them quietly and when he was coming closer, he could see that the closures of his armor were open.

>> What did ya do? <<, screamed Dustin.

While he screamed Dustin slat Keegan’s face. He awaked painfully.

>> You idiot! Why have you done that? <<

>> Why? Because you had slept with her. <<

>> Why do you think that? <<

>> Your closures are open! <<

>> That says nothing. <<

>> You think so… <<

Dustin tried to slap Keegan, but Keegan pressed Dustin’s hand down. His hand stopped near Keegan’s area of his genitals. There was a bump. Both looked down and Keegan became red. Dustin pressed Keegan’s genitals. Pain fired through Keegan’s body…

>> You PERVERT! <<

>> Am I a pervert? Look first at yourself. You have got an erection. <<

>> That says nothing. It’s normal when a man got an erection at the morning. <<

>> And why haven’t I got one? <<

>> Because you aren’t normal! <<

Dustin punched Keegan’s breast.

>> You jerk! You asked for it. <<

He stroke back. He hit him and Dustin fell to earth. Suddenly a shadow jumped down from a tree and gripped Keegan’s left arm. It threw him through the air strongly. Dustin, he still lay at the earth, felt a foot at his head.

>> Like little kids… <<

It was Tess. She stood at Dustin’s head with one foot and he tried to smile, but he couldn’t. Keegan lay at the earth, too. His face was grieved.

>> Now tell me what was the reason. <<

>> Keegan had sex with you… <<, said Dustin quietly.

>> This isn’t true. <<, replied Keegan.

>> But your closures are open. <<

>> Because they disturbed me. <<

>> And you got an erection… <<

Keegan kept silent.

>> Really? <<

Tees smiled while she was helping Keegan to stand up.

>> What? Hadn’t you got some sex together??? <<

>> No. I said it some minutes ago, too. <<

>> I only slept with Keegan, because he was much warmer than you. <<

>> I see… <<

After they had packed their things, they left the forest. Heading Tunlaw castle…

9/26/612  11:45 AM       

After a long walk Keegan, Dustin and Tess arrived at the main gate of Tunlaw Castle. The two guard stopped them…

>> What do you want here? <<

>> We are travelers and we came from a kingdom called Avia. It lay far behind Ainessa. <<

>> Were you in Ainessa? <<

>> Of course. <<

>> And now? <<

>> We are searching for a little tavern where we can rest some days. <<

>> Which weapons do you have? <<

>> I and my friend, we have each one sword and she has a knife and a long bow. <<

>> It looks like you say the truth, but we have some commands… <<

The other guard searched for another weapons.

>> No more, Sir. <<

>> Ok! Let them through. <<

The huge portal opened slowly.

>> Thanks a lot! <<

Keegan, Tess and Dustin walked in. Between Ainessa and Tunlaw weren’t much differences. There were in both castles market places, many traders and some knights who walked across the place. Tess, Dustin and Keegan looked a little bit around until they found a tavern which was next to the blacksmith. They entered. The tavern with additional sleeping rooms was small. Some tables where you could play Magic: The Gathering( stood next to the bar. Only two men sat at one table. Keegan went to the bar.

>> Excuse me. Have you still got some free rooms? <<

>> Sure. But you have to take one for all of you. <<

Keegan looked to Dustin.

>> We’ll take it. <<

>> Very well. Do you want to pay now or later? <<

>> How much is it for four days? <<

>> It’s 24 gold pieces without food. <<

>> Well, ok! <<

Keegan took some money from his little sac which hang at his belt.

>> Your room is the fourteen. Here’s the key. <<

>> Thanks. <<

Keegan took the key and went to the stairs.

>> Come on, guys! We got a nice room. <<

Tees and Dustin followed Keegan until they arrived at their room.

>> Here is it! <<

>> Keegan? <<

>> What’s on, Tess? <<

>> I’m so tired. <<

>> Do you mind that we go all sleeping, Dustin? <<

>> No. <<

9/28/612  9:02 AM

The sun shone through the window. Keegan lay in his bed and looked to Dustin. He still slept with Tess.

>> I hope he is now happy… <<, thought Keegan.

The day before hadn’t happened something especially. Keegan sighed.

>> Where can be Alex? He hasn’t much time. Only three days to go! <<

Keegan left his bed. He grinded his tail over the floor…

>> I hope I’ll find Alex soon. <<

He took his clothes and his armor and left the room. He went downstairs and there the host talked to him.

>> Excuse me, Sire. But have you heard that some executions will be on the 30th? <<

>> Executions? Do you know who will be executed? <<

>> No, Sire. But today is a march where you can see the convicts. <<

>> When? <<

>> 11 o’clock, I think. <<

>> Thanks a lot. <<

>> It doesn’t matter. <<

Keegan smiled and left the building…

9/28/612  10:50 AM

Keegan had taken a short walk until the march would be there. When he arrived at the market place, there was hecticness. Every stand was closed and their owners pushed them into little lanes. Keegan stood next to an edge of the tavern. More and more people came from every site and they formed an alley. Far away Keegan could identify that the march was coming. In front of it was Tsuzar. Keegan had heard many stories about him, but he saw him the first time. In the stories he had been compared with the devil or a demon. But Keegan saw his true form. He was a mix of a snake and a wolf. He wore a light armor. When he came nearer to Keegan, he stared at Keegan and he stared back. Keegan couldn’t forget his evil red eyes. And his white skin which came from a reptile. Keegan was afraid of him. Behind him were four cages on wheels. First a weak wolf. He cried. Second a bear who had only one arm. He sat in the cage and looked around angry. Third was a female lynx. She cried, too. Then came the last…

Keegan could only see a huge black creature. Suddenly appeared a green eye. Keegan remembered. It was Alex.

>> Alex! <<

>> Keegan? <<

Alex put his wings at his back. Now Keegan could see Alex’s whole body. Keegan ran to the cage and walked with them.

>> Where is your armor? <<

>> They took nearly everything. Only my normal clothes I may have. <<

>> Why are you in this cage? <<

>> After the incident in the forest they caught me and brought me to here. I had to work as a slave, but I didn’t wanted. So I had killed a guard. My punishment is to die by an axe. <<

>> They want to cut your head off. <<

>> Right! <<

>> Why haven’t you try to escape? <<

>> Because Xela is here! <<

>> What? <<

>> Yeah. He works for Tsuzar. <<

>> This bastard! <<

The march stopped. They had arrived at the entrance of the castle.

>> Our little presentation is over! <<, shouted Tsuzar.

>> I’ll rescue you! <<

>> Keegan! <<

>> You won’t die! <<

The cage moved away.

>> You bastards! Let me to Keegan! <<, screamed Alex.

Keegan tried to follow him, but some guards were in the way.

>> No way, Sire! <<, said one of them cold.

>> Keegan! <<

The huge doors closed.

>> I’ll rescue you… <<

9/30/612  11:05 AM

Alex lay at a bench in his jail and he looked out of the window. He knew that he would die today. Killed by an axe…

He remembered that one of his old school friends always said that axes are one of the most inefficient weapons in the world. Alex smiled.

>> I’ll be killed by an axe. That’s good… <<

He laughed. Suddenly he heard a strange sound from his right. He turned around and he saw some servants and two guards next to his jail door.

>> Alex Eagle! Come with us! <<

>> Sure. <<

The jail door opened noiseless and the group walked in. Alex stood up.

>> Do you want a priest? <<

>> No need for it. <<

They left the room and walked upstairs. Upstairs the guards unlocked a door. Alex and the servants walked in. Behind them the guards locked the door. It was a bright room with white walls and a big pool in the middle of the room. The servants stood around Alex.

>> Please give us your clothes. <<

>> What? <<

>> We must clean your body and you must take a bath. Tsuzar doesn’t like to execute dirty people. <<

>> He will execute me? <<

>> Yes. He does it self. <<

>> I… I understand. <<

Alex put his clothes off and gave them to a little girl. She took them and left the room through an other door. Alex sighed. He remembered at his home and his family while the servants cleaned his naked body. Here some dirt, there some dust…  His prison wasn’t the cleanest.

>> Do you want that we leave the room while you take your bath? <<, asked a little boy.

>> No. You needn’t <<

After these words Alex went to the border of the pool. There was fog over the water and he put one foot into it.

>> It’s cold. <<

He jumped into it. His wings flattered in the water, so he could swim quickly. After ten minutes he left the pool. Water dripped from his body. He shivered.

>> Thanks a lot to Tsuzar. It was great. <<

>> Sure, but you can say it to Tsuzar instead. <<

>> What? <<

Alex looked around and saw Tsuzar in the door.

>> I hoped that that was great for you. I want only the best for my prisoners who I will execute. <<

>> Why are you… ? <<

Tsuzar went towards Alex and touched his breast. He stroke over his body until he arrived at Alex’s genitals with his hand.

>> What’s on? Are… are you gay? <<

>> For over ten years I think. <<

Tsuzar smiled and Alex swallowed.

>> You… you pervert. <<

>> I know… <<

>> What… what do you want to do with me? <<

>> Nothing, but I’ll have much fun with your corpse. <<

Tsuzar laughed loudly and took his hands back.

>> FREAK! <<

Alex stared at him.

>> Your body is so beautiful. I’m really horny… <<

Tsuzar left the room laughing. Alex was afraid of him.

>> He has no respect. <<, thought Alex.

Suddenly he had got only one picture in his mind. He saw himself lying at the floor. He was dead and without the head. Tsuzar came from behind. He was naked  and he took Alex’s ass…

Alex couldn’t forget it. Finally he screamed.

>> TSUZAR! YOU IRREVERENT ASS! <<

After two minutes two servants came into the room and gave Alex a snow white robe. He put it on his body and left the room heavy breathing…

9/30/612  11:53 AM

After Alex had walked along several corridors he arrived at a huge place in front of the castle. Many people stood around a wooden platform. On it stood Tsuzar. He had a huge axe in his hands. A lynx knelt in front of him. Two corpses lay next to them. They were the other prisoners. The floor was bloody. The lynx cried.

>> Please forgive me! I won’t do it anymore! <<

>> No way! <<, said Tsuzar cold and stroke with the axe.

The crowd shouted happily and more blood flew over the platform. Alex looked around and walked up some stairs.

>> Our last one is Alex Eagle. Lord Tsuzar will execute him, because he had killed a guard of the castle. <<, shouted a little men, who stood next to Tsuzar.

>> Head off! Head off! <<, shouted the crowd.

>> Do you want to say something before I will kill you? <<

>> Yes. <<

Alex looked around and suddenly he saw a smiling fox face in the middle of the crowd. It was Keegan.

>> Well, I have a great life and I would do everything again. Even killing your guard. <<

The crowd stopped shouting.

>> I stand here. I am I. I’m Alex Eagle, the gryphon and… <<

Alex smiled.

>> I’m proud of me. Even if I die now. I’m proud of me and I know that heaven is waiting for me. <<

>> I like you, but you had killed one of my guard. You can only survive if you take his job. Perhaps we can have some hot nights… <<

>> No way! <<

Alex knelt in front of him. Tsuzar elevated his huge axe.

>> Come on, guys! <<, thought Alex.

>> It’s a pity. It’s really a pity, but it’s your choice. <<

Alex closed his eyes. He tried to hear to axe…

When Tsuzar was going to strike with the axe, a beautiful melody was played by a young woman who sat at a tree. Tsuzar was confused and stopped the axe, when it was touching Alex’s neck. But it didn’t hurt him. Silence…

>> It has begun! You have lost! <<, thought Alex and he opened his eyes. He saw that Tess was the woman in the tree. She held his bow in her hand.

When Tsuzar was elevating his axe again, Keegan began to run towards the platform.

>> You won’t kill him <<

Tess stood at a branch of the tree and she aimed at Tsuzar. Keegan jumped onto the platform and tried to put his sword between the axe and Alex’s neck. Tess fired. The flight towards Alex’s neck directly, but Alex pushed his body to his left…

The axe impacted and more blood flew over the platform…

                                                                                                   To be continued…  

