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Chapter nine – Escape

9/10/612  8:31 PM

Two guards stand in front of the main gate of the highest tower of Gannon Castle. Keegan hid behind a pile of boxes. Dustin stood at a roof next to the guards. He looked only at Keegan. He waited until Keegan gave the sign. Suddenly the doors opened and the guards fell down to earth. Two iron swords appeared in the shadow and they killed the guard. Alex and Ronwen went out of the shadow. Both smiled.

>> Alex, Ronwen! Why did it take so long? <<

>> It take its time to fight from the roof to the ground. <<, Ronwen said.

>> Do one of you know where Griffin is? <<, Alex asked.

>> No, but he must come soon. <<

Suddenly a loud explosion took fright at all. They stared at the fire and the smoke which rose up, while pieces of wood, steel and stone flight through the air.

A shadow jumped onto a roof. A smile appeared at the shadow’s face.

>> Hi. Is everything right? <<

>> Griffin! What happened? <<

>> After I escaped, I saw those barrel filled with oil and I couldn’t let it. <<

>> You little pyromaniac! <<, Ronwen said.

He grinned.

>> Ok, guys… <<, Alex began. >> I think the party is over and let’s go home. <<

Keegan nodded. Everybody turned around and they began to run…

9/10/612  8:44 PM

A gust blew over the grass. Cassy sat next to a huge oak. She prayed…

>> It’s a beautiful night, isn’t it? <<

>> Lord Regin? <<, Cassy said surprised.

She turned around.

>> What are you doing? <<, Regin asked.

>> I prayed to Fenix. <<

>> Fenix? Why prayed you to Fenix? He’s the God of Fire. He brings only destruction to earth. <<

>> I know, but Keegan was born in Fenix’s cycle, so I pray to him to save Keegan’s life. <<

>> Keegan… <<

Regin sighed.

>> It was long ago. I had owned Ainessa’s Castle for two years, when I found Keegan. <<

>> So you are his adoptive father… <<

>> Yes. <<

Regin smiled.

>> It was the morning of a sunny October day. I stood on my balcony and watched the sunrise. I think I was about 30 years old. Suddenly I heard a loud sound and a childlike voice. I looked at the market place and saw Keegan. He was hunted by a young stag. He cried… <<

>> Do you know why he came to Ainessa’s Castle? <<

>> At this moment not. Later he told me that he fled from a group of orcs who killed his parents. <<

>> How did you rescued him? <<

>> Horrified I ran downstairs. I met Ronwen at the 1st floor. He joined me. While Ronwen fought with the stag, I caught Keegan and we both ran away. Seconds later Ronwen gave the stag the final blow. <<

>> Were you sure that you would adoptive him? <<

>> No. Keegan, Ronwen and I went upstairs to my rooms. We talked about why he came to Ainessa’s Castle. He told us what happened. I offered him to stay with me and to grow up until he can take revenge. The first years he trained all the days, but later his wish of revenge vanished. <<

>> Had Keegan ever called you father? <<

Regin’s face turned red.

>> Erm… I… I can’t remember… <<

Cassy giggled.

>> But sometimes I handled him like my own son. <<

>> Sure… <<

Regin sat down next to Cassy.

>> Let’s pray together. I want that they return in one piece, too. <<

9/10/612  8:46 PM

The light of the fire shone through the window of the room. Xaphan sat on a little chair next to a huge table. He wore a white shirt at his naked upper part of his body, some brown trousers and black boots. His yellow fur glowed in the light which came from outside. Arden stood next to the window. He watched the burning buildings next to this tower.

>> Hey, Xaphan. Do you know, if Gannon call us to check that out? <<

Xaphan’s green eyes looked at him.

>> I don’t know… <<, he said with his deep voice.

>> It is really boring here. And when something happens, Gannon always sends other than us. <<

>> It seems that that is your destiny. <<

>> But I want some action. <<

>> We are here to fight wars. Nothing else. <<

>> I know, I know… <<

Suddenly Arden stopped.

>> What’s on? <<, Xaphan asked.

>> You won’t believe it, but I saw Keegan running around. <<

Quickly Xaphan stood up.

>> Where? <<

>> Just downstairs. <<

As fast as a flash Xaphan took his sword lying at the table and left the room.

>> Keegan, tonight I will slay you… <<

9/10/612  8:51 PM

Screams sounded over the castle. Keegan and the others ran towards the outer defense wall.

>> Keegan, did you find out, if Gannon prepares a war or not? <<, Griffin asked while they were running.

>> Yes. Here are tons of orcs. <<

>> I and Ronwen, we heard it from Gannon. <<

>> You saw Gannon? <<, Dustin asked confused.

>> Yes. <<, Ronwen answered.

The defense wall came closer. They saw a person standing at the foot of the wall. Griffin remembered at him. It was Torres.

>> Now I will take my revenge. <<, Griffin screamed.

Torres drew his sword. Griffin jumped towards him and Torres blocked his attack. Keegan and the other stood around them. Griffin attacked Torres several times, but Torres could block every attack. Suddenly Torres got some time and he could attack Griffin. Griffin couldn’t block and Torres’s sword hit him at his right side. Blood flight through the air. Both stopped to fight. Griffin laid his left hand at the wound. Blood flew down at his body. Pain flight through his body.

>> You bastard! <<, Griffin said.

Suddenly Keegan and Alex ran towards Torres. Keegan caught Griffin. Alex indeed drew his sword and swung it towards Torres’s back. Torres could only watch at the blade cutting his flesh. Torres spat blood. Slowly he went down.

>> Let’s run away! <<, Alex said.

>> You will stay here, Keegan. <<, a deep voice said.

Keegan turned around. He saw Xaphan.

>> Long time no see, Xaphie Baby! <<

>> Me, too, you little fox brat! <<

Both drew their swords.

>> Do you know him, Keegan? <<, Dustin asked.

>> Of course. He came from the same town as I. <<, Keegan answered.

>> Tonight we will fight our last battle. <<, Xaphan said.

>> Sure. But I know the result. I will win. <<, Keegan replied.

>> We haven’t the time for that! I’ll take care of this! Sextanto ganerare junetaiki! <<

A bright blue light appeared at Alex’s back.

>> All out of my way! <<, Alex screamed.

Dustin, Ronwen and Griffin went behind Alex and Keegan threw himself to his left. Xaphan watched confused at the six rays of blue energy.

>> Die, you bastard. <<

A explosion damaged the wall Xaphan was standing next. Dust lay over the grass. Pieces of stone jumped over the ground.

>> Is he dead? <<, Ronwen asked.

>> I don’t know. <<, Keegan answered.

>> Give me Griffin. <<, Alex said to Ronwen.

>> Ok! <<

Alex laid his arms around Griffin’s body and he opened his wings. He flight over the wall, the other followed him and they climbed over the wall…

9/10/612  9:23 PM

Alex could still see the fire of Gannon Castle. He leant his back against a tree. A little campfire burned in the middle of their resting place. Ronwen knelt next to Griffin. He took Griffin’s bloody hand from his wound.

>> That hurts! <<, Griffin said.

>> Sorry, Griffin, but I must clean the wound. That will hurt. I can’t change that. <<, Ronwen replied.

While Ronwen helped Griffin, Luna sat down next to Keegan and Alex.

>> I… I want to thank you. <<, Luna said.

>> No, you needn’t. Thank Griffin, not us. He rescued you. <<, Keegan meant.

Dustin came closer.

>> Alex, why don’t you heal Griffin with your water magic? <<, Dustin asked.

>> He is a magician? <<, Luna asked confused.

>> Yes, I am. I am looking like a knight, but I am able to use magic. No, Dustin. Healing spells need the most energy. Perhaps they will follow us, so I need my energy to defend us. <<, Alex answered.

>> Can you say me when you recover your energy? <<

>> During I am sleeping. My stamina is on-line with my energy. I can spell many spells, but if I exaggerate I perhaps die. <<, Alex explained.

>> I see. <<

>> Erm… Dustin? <<, Luna said fearful.

>> What’s on, Luna? <<

>> Can I sleep next to you tonight? <<

>> Wh… what? <<, Dustin replied.

Dustin looked confused at Luna. She stood up.

>> I will be nice… <<, Luna said.

She took Dustin’s hand and she grinded him off. They disappeared behind some trees.

>> Love is such a beautiful thing, isn’t it, Keegan? <<, Alex said with a smile on his face.

>> Do you think this is love??? <<, Keegan replied.

>> Perhaps… <<

Some minutes nobody said anything. They could only hear Griffin’s cries of pain.

>> I want to apologize. <<, Alex said.

>> Why? <<

>> I mean my 21st birthday. <<

>> Forget it! <<

>> What? <<

Alex looked at Keegan.

>> It happened and we can’t change it. Nobody except us know it and so it’s good so. <<

>> How you mean! <<

Alex stood up and sat down next to a tree and swung his wings around his body. Keegan watched a long time at Alex until he went to a sleeping place…

10/10/612  7:21 AM

The sun rose behind the mountains. Its light shone at Alex. It tickled him in his nose. Finally he sneezed.

>> Um… is it morning? <<, he asked sleepy.

Slowly he stood up. He went to the extinct campfire. Everyone still slept. Alex sat down next to Keegan. He felt Keegan’s breathe at his fur. Suddenly Alex’s hand moved to Keegan’s tail.

>> No! Not again! <<

Alex tried to held his hand back, but he failed. Keegan’s armor lay next to both. Alex’s hand touched Keegan’s chest and it stopped moving. Alex’s heartbeat became faster and faster.

>> I… lose control… over me… <<

A bright red shine appeared. Alex opened Keegan’s shirt. He saw Keegan’s amulet shining. The light became brighter. Suddenly it changed its form. It melted…

>> Keegan! Wake up! <<, Alex shouted.

Keegan opened his eyes slowly.

>> What’s the matter, Alex? <<

>> Your… your amulet! It melt. <<

>> What? <<

Keegan looked confused at his chest. He felt some pain.

>> Alex, what did you do? <<, Keegan asked.

>> I only touched it! <<, Alex replied.

The amulet stopped changing its form. It became red.

>> What’s on? It consists of bronze. Why is it red now? <<

>> It… it’s the symbol of the fire. <<

>> The symbol of the fire? <<

>> I don’t know what that mean, but we will see it soon. Whenever an Amulet of the four elementals appeared, something will happen. <<

>> The pain vanished. <<

>> What? You felt pain? <<

>> Of course. Or do you mean that that wasn’t hot? <<

>> Sorry… May I take it? <<

>> Only a few minutes, okay? <<

>> Sure… <<

Alex took Keegan’s amulet. He stared at the symbol of the fire. It was a huge fireball which describes a circle.

>> Su-Chi, Fenix… what that all mean? <<

Suddenly Alex’s pocket began to glow. His agate floated towards Keegan’s amulet. Alex and Keegan stared at Alex’s agate floating through the air. It shone a bright blue light.

>> What the heck? <<

>> Sorry, Keegan, but I can’t say what there happens. <<

>> Look, it breaks. <<

>> It… it breaks? <<

Alex swallowed. The agate get more and more cracks. Shards fell off. After the last shard had fallen off, only an amulet floated in the air. It was the symbol of the water, a water drip.

>> I am ready? <<, Alex asked confused.

He went to his amulet and touched it. Nothing else happened.

>> Eh? What’s wrong? <<

>> Don’t think about. Now you also have a nice amulet. Wear it and be happy. <<

>> You’re right, Keegan. Let’s awake the others and go home. <<

Alex put his amulet around his neck. Keegan closed his clothes and began to awake Dustin…

10/10/612  8:02 AM

Lord Regin sat on a chair on his balcony. He watched the sunrise. Some birds crossed the sky. Clouds were at the sky, too. Regin sighed.

>> Keegan… I hope you come back. <<, Regin thought.

He took a cup of tea. Slowly he began to drink it. He heard a groan from his back. He stood up and turned around.

>> Do you still sleep, Cassy? <<

>> No, but I want to lay in the bed for some minutes. <<

>> It’s ok. <<

Regin entered the room.

>> I can still remember. Leandra laid in the bed like you. I was dressing me. It was a hot night. I think we did it more than three times… <<

>> Sorry, Regin, but you can tell me your story less particularized, ok? <<

>> Sure, Cassy. After I had dressed me, I looked out of the door. I saw many guards, so I was forced to jump out of the balcony. I had much luck that I survived. <<

>> But I heard, that you couldn’t always escape jumping down the balcony. <<

Regin laughed.

>> Right. I had to ran through the hallways several times. But every time I could jump off the balcony I did it. <<

Suddenly a huge, black creature landed at the balcony. It was Alex.

>> Sorry, Lord Regin-sama. I want to say that we are alive and we’re on the way. But Griffin was injured during your mission. His wound is bad and he need professional aid. <<

>> Ok, Alex. I will send a troop to save you. <<

>> I will lead them to our hiding place. <<

>> Good flight! <<

Alex nodded. He opened his wings, jumped off the balcony and flight down to the earth…

To be continued…

