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Chapter ten – Past, Present and the Future

10/10/612  9:07 AM

Regin stood next to the main gate of Ainessa’s Castle. He leant against a wall. In the far he could see Alex leading the others.

>> Thanks god! They are all alive. <<, Regin said eases.

Slowly he walked toward the group. Alex was at the first, Dustin followed him. Keegan and Ronwen carried the wounded Griffin.

>> Alex, can you explain me how that happened? <<, Regin asked.

>> Do you mean Griffin’s infractions? <<

>> Of course. <<

>> During our escape we met some guards. One of them… Griffin called him Torres… he and Griffin fought some time until Torres could hurt him. Keegan and I, we took our chance. While Keegan was rescuing Griffin, I slaughtered Torres from behind. <<

>> I see… that explains everything. But who is that little girl behind you? <<

>> Eh? <<

Alex turned around. Suddenly he saw Luna standing behind him.

>> What’s on? <<, Luna asked with an innocent face.

Alex rotated his head towards Regin.

>> Erm… Lord Regin-sama, this is Luna. Griffin met her in the prison of Gannon Castle. She asked us later, if she can join us. We agreed. <<

>> Fine. <<

>> But Regin, I forgot something. The reason why we started this journey… <<

>> You’re right! Is it true? <<

Alex decreased his head and kept silent.

>> It is true… <<, Regin said slightly.

>> Hard times will come… <<

>> Do you know when they want to attack? <<

>> January… <<

Alex sighed.

>> I wish I can chance it! <<, Alex shouted.

>> It isn’t your fault. Don’t care about it. <<

>> But I want to help. I am a knight of Ainessa’s Castle and it is my duty to avoid a war. <<

Regin shook his elevated finger.

>> No, Alex. Your duty is it to fight when I need your skills. Now it is the time of tactic and strategy. <<

>> But I’m feeling so helpless. <<

>> Enjoy the time until the war begins. It will be hard days it that time. But don’t care. You’re one of them who will survive. You are not the cannon fodder. <<

>> Thanks a lot, Lord Regin-sama. <<

>> You needn’t. That was my duty as your leader. <<

Alex nodded.

>> So, let’s bring Griffin to our healer. <<

>> Hai! <<

10/10/612  9:12 PM

Aquarius and Viva, two of Ainessa’s moons, stood at the sky. Their shine is bright. Light fell through the window. Alex lay in his bed. Keegan was next to him. Just today they pushed the beds together. But Alex couldn’t sleep…

>> Keegan-chan? <<, Alex asked.

>> You can’t sleep, can you? <<

>> Right. It is very cold. <<

>> Let have me a guess. You want to ask me, if I could warm you? <<

>> Can you read my thoughts? <<

>> No, but it was only a question of time until you would ask me such a thing. <<

>> Why was it a question of time? <<

>> Because in your chest beats the heart and the will of a gay. <<

>> Yeah… you’re right. When I was seeing you sleeping after our escape, I lost control over me. Again… <<

>> But you stopped, didn’t you? <<

>> No, I couldn’t stop. But I saw your amulet melting and my desire vanished. I’m so sorry, that I am a gay. But I can’t change it and I don’t want that you have to fear me… <<

Alex ‘s voice began to swim. Tears appeared in Alex’s eyes. Finally he began to cry…

>> Um, Alex… <<

Keegan turned around.

>> I only wanted to say, that that is your nature. It isn’t negative that you seem to be gay. I… we must learn to handle that. That’s what I wanted to say. <<

>> You say that only, because you want that I stop to cry… *sniff* <<

>> No! <<

Keegan left his bed and he sat down next to Alex. He stroke over his head.

>> I like you. Really… I enjoy it to be with you. I’ve got a safe feeling with you, but that is a new experience for me. I need time to handle it. That’s all. Don’t think that I am hating you now. <<

>> Keegan? Do you sleep with me? <<

>> Yes… <<

Keegan laid himself down next to Alex. Alex stopped to cry and his hand moved to Keegan’s chest.

>> Sorry, but it’s my will to touch you and I… I love it. <<

>> Don’t care about it. Let everything go their ways. <<

>> But how is your relationship with Cassy? I think the whole time you are hetero. <<

>> I thought it, too. But today I’m not sure. <<

>> Say it if you want to found a family. <<

>> Sure, Alex. I will do. <<

Suddenly Keegan heard a snore. Keegan looked to his right. Alex fell asleep.

>> Good night, Alex… <<

Keegan watched the ceiling until he fell asleep, too…

11/10/612  5:11 AM

Everything was dark. Alex stood in the middle of nothing. He couldn’t see the floor. He couldn’t see a wall. He could see nothing. A cold feeling began to conquer his body.

>> It’s so cold… I… I shiver… <<

>> Long time no see. <<

Suddenly Alex heard a familiar voice.

>> Xela… <<, Alex said.

Quickly he turned around. He saw Xela.

>> I think you are dead. <<, Alex shouted.

>> I am dead! <<, Xela replied.

>> And what are you doing here? <<

>> I only want to say, that I’ve got a present for you… <<

>> What for a present? <<, Alex asked confused.

>> After Tsuzar had told me, that you are in prison, I decided to left a present for you. No one moment I doubted that you will catch me. So you will have fun… My present will arrived tonight. <<

Xela grinned.

>> Say me what that present are! <<

>> I say only one… It is huge… <<

Alex swallowed. Xela began to disappear.

>> Wait! <<, Alex shouted.

Suddenly Alex didn’t feel the floor anymore. He fell down.

>> No! <<, Alex screamed.

He impacted at something. Pain flood his body. He couldn’t move. He lay at the floor until a warm hand touched his shoulder…

11/10/612  7:21 AM

Alex awaked sweated. His breathe and his heartbeat was fast. He looked to his left. He saw Keegan’s hand lying at his shoulder.

>> It… it was a nightmare. <<

Alex sighed.

>> Thank you, Keegan. You brought me out that nightmare… <<

Slowly Alex left his bed. He tried to avoid Keegan’s awakening. Without a sound Alex opened the shutters. The sun shone its light. He watched the sun. After some minutes he saw Dustin walking downstairs.

>> Good morning, Dustin-san. <<, Alex shouted.

>> Morning, Alex. <<, Dustin replied.

>> How was your first night with Tess, after we returned. <<

>> It was beautiful. I don’t know why you let her go. <<

>> It was an one-night-stand, ok? And how is it with you? Did you do it already? <<

>> No… <<, Dustin said shyly.

>> Didn’t she asked you? <<

>> Yes, but I think I’m not ready for that. <<

>> You still want to wait. I can understand that. <<

>> What would happen, if you made Tess pregnant? <<

>> I don’t know. But one I can say. It would be a catastrophe. <<

>> You’re so lucky… <<

>> If I hadn’t that luck, you can’t be together with Tess now. <<

>> Ok, I won’t burden anymore… <<

>> I was tipsy and I don’t think that… <<

Suddenly Alex saw Tess walking towards Dustin.

>> Erm… Forget my last sentence. <<, Alex added quickly.

>> Why? <<, Dustin asked.

>> Don’t ask. Look to your right! <<

>> What’s there? <<

Dustin turned to his right.

>> G… good morning, darling. <<

>> I told you several times don’t call me darling! <<

Tess face became angry.

>> Morning, Tess. Can you say me what happened to the guy we rescued? <<

>> You mean Hendrick, don’t you? <<

>> I don’t know anymore how he is called. <<, Alex replied.

>> I think he is now a messenger. <<

>> I hope he can begin a new life here. <<

>> I think all of us hope that. He looked really bad, when we had found him. <<

>> Sorry, Alex… <<, Dustin interfered.

>> What’s on, Dustin-san? <<

>> We must go now… doing some business. <<

>> I see… <<

Alex smiled.

>> Good bye, you two. <<

>> You, too. <<, Dustin answered.

Alex waved to both until they disappeared behind a house. Alex sighed. Suddenly he felt a warm hand on his left shoulder. Alex laid his right hand onto it.

>> Keegan? <<

>> What is, Alex? <<

Keegan went closer to Alex. His belly touched Alex’s back.

>> Your upper part of your body is naked, isn’t it? <<, Alex asked.

>> You can it feel it? <<

>> I like your belly and your chest. That’s the cause why I know it if you wear something or not. <<

>> Everything goes its way… <<

>> What do you mean? <<

>> I mean that is it normal that you get to know my body, because your interest is awake. <<

>> You’re right. My sexual interests are men and I begin to like you more than others. But it don’t want that you are gay if you don’t want it. <<

>> I can understand your feelings and you feel guilty at the moment, but… <<

Keegan’s voice became slighter.

>> But I enjoyed it. <<, Keegan whispered to Alex.

Alex turned around quickly and stared at Keegan. Keegan began to smile.

>> Why are you looking so strange? Am I not allowed to say that perhaps I’m gay? <<

>> Y… yes, but I can’t image. <<

Keegan laid his arms around Alex’s body.

>> Don’t care about it. Equal what happens. I’m always here to protect you. <<

>> Thank you, Keegan… <<

Alex laid wings around both.

>> Thank a lot, Keegan, but don’t forget. I’ll protect you, too. <<

Keegan looked out of the window.

>> Oh, it’s late. Let’s have breakfast… <<, Keegan meant… 

11/10/612  6:49 PM   

Alex sat on a chair. The tavern was good visited. Nearly all chairs were in use. Alex yawned…

>> How long Keegan still need? <<, he thought.

Keegan stood next to the bar. He waited for his orders. A waiter went towards him and gave him two cups of beer. Keegan walked towards Alex.

>> Finally… <<, Alex said funny.

>> Here is it. <<

Alex took one of the cups and put it down next to him.

>> Keegan, have you any relationship with Fenix, the Fire God? <<, Alex asked.

>> No, not really… Wait! I was born in the cycle of Fenix. <<

>> Nothing else? <<

>> I think not. << 

Alex sighed.

>> It can’t be the only reason why you got a amulet with the symbol of fire. And you say you can’t use any magic. <<

Keegan nodded. Alex laid both on the table.

>> Can you say me how is the relationship between Su-Chi and Fenix? <<

>> Sure… Although they must hate each other, they like each other. Sometimes Su-Chi and Fenix came home drunk. Sometimes he also stayed overnight. Su-Chi, too. <<

>> So it’s an unbelievable relationship between them. <<

>> You say it, but I didn’t mind. Many years ago I crept to Fenix during the night. I was cold and I wanted to warm me. I lay next to him. His flame was warm and comfortable. And he didn’t hurt me… <<

>> Why? Had he to hurt you? <<

>> Normally… Su-Chi always told me that a fire elemental and a water elemental hurt each other if they touched each other. <<

>> Amazing… <<

>> The next day Su-Chi was shocked, because I wasn’t in my bed, but he didn’t punished me. <<

Silence… Alex laid his head on the table.

>> You can’t forget it… <<, Keegan said.

Alex nodded.

>> I didn’t wanted this. Perhaps you were tied, but I drew you on my side. When I was young, I always wanted to be normal. Like the others… <<

>> But that makes you that what you are. <<

>> I think I need time to handle it. That’s all. <<

Suddenly Keegan’s amulet began to shine. The red light filled the tavern. Keegan and Alex stared at the amulet beginning to project a timer at a wall. It showed fifth-teen minutes. And it began to count…

>> What’s that? <<

Suddenly they heard a loud noise from outside. After it a huge creature screamed with its deep and loud voice. Alex and Keegan stared at each other. Alex swallowed. Keegan could see the fear in Alex’s green eyes. Dustin and a other guy entered the tavern…

>> DRAGON! It’s a dragon! <<, the guy shouted.

>> Keegan! Alex! Come out. A dragon attacked the castle. <<, Dustin said.

Alex and Keegan stood up and ran to Dustin.

>> Dustin, do you know what the dragon wants? <<

>> No, but it doesn’t seem that he wants only destruction. I think he is searching for something or somebody… <<

11/10/612  6:58 PM

Alex, Keegan and Dustin left the tavern running. Ignis and Nemesis stood at the sky and clouds went across it. The population of Ainessa’s Castle ran across the market place in front of the tavern. The most screamed…

>> Dustin, where’s the dragon? <<, Alex asked.

A gust blew over the place. Alex’s cape fluttered in the wind. He is the only who wore a cape and a armor.

>> I AM HERE! <<, the dragon shouted with his deep voice.

All turned around. The dragon sat on the left gate tower. Its huge wings lay onto the defence walls. Its shanties were red and its skin yellow.

>> What do you want here? <<, Keegan shouted.

>> What I want? <<, the dragon asked funny.

It showed with its finger at Alex.

>> I want you! <<

The dragon smiled.

>> Me? What have I done? <<, Alex asked confused.

>> Did you forget it? <<

The dragon became angry.

>> What did I forget? <<

>> You cut my left foot off! <<, the dragon screamed.

>> What? <<

Alex looked at the dragon’s angry eyes.

>> It was a small black gryphon. Like you… <<

>> Where did you come from? <<

>> A island in front of the coast. You call it Sha. <<

>> I had never been there. <<

>> LIAR! <<, the dragon screamed.

Its yellow eyes became greater and greater…

>> Keegan! Dustin! Run away and get your weapons! It wants to kill me! <<, Alex shouted.

>> You’re right! <<, the dragon replied.

It stroke his tail towards Alex. In last second he could evade.

>> Please stay alive! <<, Dustin said.

>> Will do! <<, Alex answered.

Keegan and Dustin ran away. Alex elevated his hand. The symbol of the water appeared at his forehead. A small blue sphere appeared in his hand.

>> Hikari <<

The sphere exploded. Suddenly the place was lighted by a magic light. The dragon giggled.

>> You are a nasty freak! <<, the dragon meant.

>> Do you think so? <<, Alex asked.

Alex opened his wings and flight towards the dragon. It opened its wings, too. Alex passed him. The dragon followed him…

>> Perhaps he will beat me, but I should be the only victim… <<, Alex thought.

11/10/612   9:04 PM

Alex landed at the plains around Ainessa’s Castle. The dragon landed behind him. They were circa one kilometre from Ainessa’s Castle away. Alex sighed…

>> I hope you prepared to die! <<, the dragon said.

>> Can you say me which color had the hands of the gryphon? <<

>> Black! <<

>> Do you see that? I’ve got yellow hands. <<

Alex raised both of his hands.

>> I see it, but the gryphon said, that his name is Alex Eagle. <<

>> It must be Xela… <<, Alex thought.

>> This bastard… <<, Alex said slightly.

Slowly the dragon opened its yap. Alex could see a little flame burning on the tongue.

>> You want to cook me, don’t you? <<

The dragon grinned. It breathed in. Alex jumped high into the air. While Alex opened his wings, the dragon breathed out. A incredible flame ray burned the grass.

>> Got you… <<, Alex said.

Alex beat with his wings. He showed with his hands to the dragon. The symbol of the water appeared at his forehead. A light appeared between his wings…

>> Sextanto ganerare junetaiki! <<, Alex screamed.

Six ray of concentrated energy flight towards the dragon. The rays touched the dragon’s skin and exploded. Dust appeared…

Alex repeats his words again and again. Fusillades of rays bombarded the dragon. The repulsion held him in the air. Alex couldn’t stop until sweat educated at his forehead. His breath and his heartbeat became faster. Suddenly Alex stopped. He panted and his beat of his wings became weaker. He stood in front of his own excessive strain. He seemed to have a collapse. The dust began to disappear. A smiled dragon looked at him.

>> This… this can’t be… <<, Alex gasped.

>> It seems to be that you didn’t do your homework. Dragons have a high magic resistant. <<, the dragon shouted.

>> I… I know that… but that… that was my only… hope… <<

Alex fainted. The dragon caught Alex with his right hand. Lifeless he lay on the dragon’s hand. Slowly Alex opened his eyes…

>> Don’t faint! I’ll have much fun with you. <<

It took one of Alex’s wing between two fingers. It put Alex at the burned grass. Alex had to sustain his hands on his knees. The dragon stroke with his long tail. It hit Alex badly. Alex rolled over the grass. He stayed on the earth.

>> Is that all you can do? <<

It took Alex and it threw him from one hand to the other until Alex spat blood.

>> Now I will kill you, Alex. Slowly, but painful. <<

The dragon laughed. It took one of Alex’s wing between two fingers and tried to rupture the wing. Alex opened his eyes quickly. He screamed…

>> STOP IT! It hurts! <<

>> It should hurt. <<

Alex began to bleed. Suddenly Alex’s wing tore off…

>> AAAAAARRRRRRRRGGGGGGGGGHHHHHHH!!!!! <<

Blood flew down Alex’s body. He couldn’t stop screaming.

>> Now it’s time for the rest. <<

>> You won’t kill him! <<

Suddenly the dragon heard a familiar voice. It turned around. Keegan, Dustin, Tess and Ronwen stood in front of him.

>> You won’t kill him! <<, Keegan shouted.

>> I will do it! <<

The dragon threw Alex high into the air. Blood splashed from his wound at his back. The dragon elevated his middle finger and Alex fell onto it…

The finger bored through Alex’s back and his belly. He didn’t show a life character.

>> ALEX! <<, Keegan screamed…

To be continued…

