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Chapter eleven – The secret is finally revealed

11/10/612  9:16 PM

Horror appeared in Keegan’s face. Blood flew down the dragon’s finger. Alex’s lifeless body didn’t show a reaction. The dragon smiled. Dustin, Tess and Ronwen stared at Alex. A frozen feeling appeared in Keegan. He felt as though he lost a part of his body. Something vanished.

>> That’s all! <<, the dragon said.

The dragon shook his hand. Alex’s body slid from the finger. His body fell down to earth. Keegan’s feeling changed to fury. The only feeling he had was fury.

>> You damned… <<, Keegan said.

His amulet began to shine. Brighter than every time before. At Keegan’s forehead the symbol of the fire appeared. A great strength flooded his body. Suddenly his body began to burning…

>> Keegan? What’s on? <<, Ronwen said scared.

>> I will slay him! <<, said Keegan cold.

>> A dragon? Alone? <<, Dustin asked.

>> Yes. <<, Keegan answered.

His flame became greater. His clothes burned away. Every part of his body burned now.

>> Don’t hurt that? <<, Tess asked.

>> No. <<

Keegan took his sword.

>> Now I will revenge Alex! He was a nice guy and YOU KILLED HIM! <<, Keegan screamed.

He ran towards the dragon…

11/10/2004  9:22 PM

Fenix, the God of Fire, sat annoyed on his huge arm chair. Suddenly the alarm sirens turned on.

>> What the heck? <<

Fenix stood up quickly. He left his office and ran towards the control center of Fireworld. He entered the main gate. His staffers ran through the room chaotic. Fenix went to the main console.

>> Can somebody say me what happened? <<

>> Sure, Sir. We located a unknown fire elemental in 612 AD. It was his or her first awakening, but his powers crossed the Level-2 border… <<

>> What? You’re kidding… <<

>> No, Sir. Look at the screen. <<

Fenix read the text on the screen.

>> Damn… <<

Suddenly the phone rang. Fenix took it.

>> Fireworld control center, Fenix on the phone… <<

>> Fenix? What’s on? We located huge energy waves in Fireworld. Please explain that. <<

>> Well, Su-Chi… we got much problems at the moment. We located an unknown elemental… <<

>> I see… Which time? <<

>> 612 AD <<

>> What? But Alex is there… That means nothing good. <<

>> Alex? You mean the little Alex Eagle? <<

>> Yes, my adoptive son… <<

>> I hope he’s still alive… <<

>> Why? <<

>> The fire elemental crossed the Level-2 border… <<

>> Alex is Level-2, too. <<

>> But he still can’t change to an elemental, does he? <<

>> You’re right… I’ll go in… <<

>> Wait for me. I will come with you. <<

>> Okay. Bye. <<

>> Bye. <<

Fenix put the phone down.

>> Sir, what do you want to do? <<

>> Start the beamer! <<

11/10/612  9:24 PM

Keegan’s heart beat as fast as it could. His body lighted the place. Clouds crossed the sky. Nemesis disappeared behind the mountains. Ignis, the moon of Fire, shone its light brighter than the stars. Keegan stopped running, when he arrived at the dragon. He looked at its head.

>> You little worm. Do you want to stop me? <<, the dragon said funny.

>> Sure. <<, Keegan said cold.

Keegan enclosed the seize of his sword and hold it in front of him.

>> Fenix, I call you! <<, Keegan shouted.

A red bright ray shone from Ignis at Keegan. The symbol of fire appeared at a little red stone in the seize of the sword. The blade began to burn.

>> You time is over! <<, Keegan shouted.

>> No, yours! <<, the dragon replied.

Keegan collected his strength in his legs and jumped high. He passed the dragon’s legs, the dragon’s hands and its chest. He stopped in front of its head.

>> You… <<

The dragon breathed in. Keegan swung his sword through the neck of the dragon. Slowly the sword burned the shanties and the warm flesh of the dragon. It broke the bone and cut the head off. Keegan and all pieces of the dragon fell down. Seconds before Keegan would impacted he showed with his right hand to the earth.

>> Hi! <<

Keegan’s hand glowed more than the rest of his body. He landed at the earth without any injuries. The head impacted next to him and the whole body impacted behind him. Keegan closed his eyes. His body stopped to burn. Dustin ran towards him.

>> That was great, Keegan. <<

>> Where is Alex’s corpse? <<

Dustin showed at a place some meters next to both. Ronwen and Tess knelt next to him.

>> But it isn’t his corpse. He still breathe, but he’s going to die. <<

>> What? <<

Keegan and Dustin ran to Alex. Blood colored the grass red. Alex chest moved up and down. Ronwen tried to save his live…

>> Ronwen, can you help him? <<, Keegan asked.

>> I don’t think so. He lost too much blood. He will bleed to death. I’m so sorry. <<

Slowly Alex opened his eyes.

>> Alex! <<, everyone said.

Alex could only smiled. Then he fainted again. His heart stopped beating. Tears appeared in everyone’s eyes.

>> Alex… <<, Keegan said.

He laid his hand at Alex’s chest. Alex’s flesh became cooler.

>> Alex! <<, Keegan screamed.

Suddenly a hand touched his shoulder. Keegan turned his head around. He saw a men in a brown robe. He couldn’t see the man’s face. The man held a staff in his hand.

>> What happened? <<, the men asked.

>> Our friend died some seconds ago. <<, Dustin answered.

>> Maybe I can rescue him… <<

>> You can use white magic? <<, Ronwen asked.

>> A little bit… <<, the men answered.

He touched Alex’s corpse with his hand. His fur was brown. His hand began to glow. It was a white light…

>> Seikatsu! <<

Alex’s body began to glow, too. His entrails moved back into his body. The hole in his belly closed and a new wing grew from his back. Alex kept lying on the grass. Tess felt his pulse.

>> His heart beats again. <<

A smile appeared at everyone’s face. Ronwen took a handkerchief and wiped the blood from Alex’s bill away. Dustin and Tess turned him around. Keegan and Ronwen cleaned his fur. Keegan stood up and went to the men.

>> Thank you. <<

>> It doesn’t matter. <<

>> Can I help you? I want to revenge. <<

>> Um… I am searching for a castle called Ainessa’s Castle. <<

>> We are all except Tess knights of Ainessa’s Castle. We can lead you to it. <<

>> Thanks. <<

>> May I know your name? <<

The men opened his hood. A brown-furred jackal head appeared.

>> My name is Xoomhammer. I came from the ancient Egypt. I’m more than 4800 years old. <<

>> More than four thousand eight hundred years old??? <<, asked Keegan confused.

>> Yes. <<

Xoomhammer smiled.

>> But how did you survive this? <<

>> As I was 45, I became target of a curse. Until I do a job for Anubis, the Egyptian god of death, I won’t grow old. <<

>> Well,… <<

Keegan didn’t know what he also could say. He turned around. He saw Alex awaking. Keegan and Xoomhammer went to Alex and the others.

>> Thank you, Keegan-chan… <<, Alex said.

>> Don’t mention it. <<, Keegan replied.

Alex went closer to Keegan.

>> You don’t mind that you are naked at the moment? <<, Alex whispered to Keegan.

Keegan’s face became red. He looked at himself. His tail swung back and forth. Keegan showed with his finger at Alex’s belly.

>> But everybody can see your belly. <<, Keegan meant.

>> Really? <<

Suddenly a blue portal appeared right to Alex. It turned a circle, flashes went from it and a strong suction tried to swallow all.

>> What’s that? <<, Dustin asked.

Alex stood in front of the portal. Hardly he could stand safely. A bright light flashed and a huge creature came out of the portal. It flight against Alex. He and the creature flight far away until Alex impacted on a tree. A staff followed the creature. The portal closed at once. Keegan, Dustin, Xoomhammer, Tess and Ronwen ran towards Alex. In the meantime he could free himself.

>> Alex, can you say what that is? <<, Ronwen asked.

>> I… I don’t know. <<

>> I suggest to return back to the castle, but before then Keegan must find some clothes. <<, Alex said funny.

>> Really witty, Alex. <<

Everybody turned around to go to the castle. Alex and Ronwen carried the creature and Dustin took the staff…

12/11/612  8:11 AM

It was cold in the room. Outside it rained. Over night many clouds arrived at Ainessa’s Castle. Alex sat on the floor. Leaning his back against a wall. He was in thoughts.

>> What can it be? We found it yesterday… or better it found me. It seems to be one of us. I think it can… Perhaps this Xoomhammer can say us what that is. He had lived for over 4800 years. He must saw something like that. It is conspicuous that it hasn’t any fur or feathers expect at its head. But they are long and red. Like Tess. She also has additional long white hairs at her head, but this hasn’t fur. What can it be? <<, Alex thought.

He sighed.

>> But I don’t know, if Xoomhammer has time today. Each newcomer must visit Lord Regin first. I hate that rule, but it’s better so. <<

Alex watched Xoomhammer sleeping at the other side of the room. Left to Xoomhammer was Alex’s bed. Onto it lay the creature. Alex stood up. He went next to his own bed. The creature breathed. It had a flesh colored skin. It slept. Alex turned around and opened the window and the shutters. Cold wind blew into the room. Alex’s wings fluttered in the wind. Suddenly a warm body touched Alex’s back.

>> Keegan, did I awake you? <<, Alex asked.

>> No… <<, Keegan replied.

Keegan’s fringe and his tail blew in the wind.

>> Your skill to recognize me became better… <<

>> I know… But you and Cassy can be such a happy couple… <<

Tears appeared in Alex’s eyes.

>> I don’t want that! <<, Alex said.

>> Don’t cry… <<, Keegan meant.

>> I guess you were normal until I appeared in your life. <<

Keegan grasped Alex’s shoulder and turned him around. Both looked at each other’s eyes.

>> That’s not true. <<, Keegan said.

>> What? <<

Alex stopped crying.

>> You heard right. You’re right that it was a nice time with Cassy. And our reunion was beautiful… <<

Keegan sighed.

>> But you showed me, that I got some other interests. My heart desires not only the one. I don’t want to lose you. Alex… <<

Keegan’s hand moved to Alex’s chest.

>> I like you and your body… <<, Keegan said.

Alex laid his hand onto Keegan’s hand.

>> First I thought you only said that because you wanted to calm me down, but now I think you mean it serious. <<

A smile appeared at Alex’s face.

>> Erm… <<

Suddenly they heard Xoomhammer’s voice. Keegan turned around and saw Xoomhammer standing in front of him.

>> So you both are gay… <<, Xoomhammer said funny.

>> No! <<, Alex shouted.

>> We only like each other more than others, but we not love each other. <<, Keegan said.

>> But you are on the best way. <<, Xoomhammer replied.

>> Perhaps… <<, Keegan said with serious eyes.

He passed Xoomhammer and went towards the wardrobe. He opened it and took a white shirt. He dressed himself up.

>> Alex! Let’s bring Xoomhammer to Lord Regin! <<, Keegan said loudly with closed eyes while he was buttoning up his skirt.

>> Hai! <<, Alex said.

12/10/612  10:11 AM

Outside it rained heavily. Cassy sat on a chair next to the window. The rain tattled against the glass. She held a cup of tea in her hand.

>> These glass windows were expensive, weren’t they? <<, Cassy asked.

>> Yes. <<, Lord Regin answered.

He stood half-naked in front of his huge wardrobe. His tail swung back and forth. A towel hid his genitals. He took a black vest, a white shirt and some black trousers. He turned around.

>> And? How’s this? <<, Regin asked with a helpless face.

>> I like black-white combinations, but today it isn’t a good idea. <<

>> Well… <<

Regin put the clothes back into the wardrobe. He sighed.

>> Your body really good for your age. I mean you’re 46, right? <<

>> 47. Please continue. <<

>> Leandra has a good favor. Keegan has a better figure than you, but he’s still 22 years old. <<

>> I think that’s good… <<

Regin took another black trousers, a black shirt and a red tunic.

>> That’s better. Take those. <<, Cassy said.

Regin disappeared in the room next door. Suddenly it knocked at the door.

>> Who’s there? <<, Cassy asked.

>> Lord Regin? It’s me, Keegan. We met a newcomer. May we enter? <<, it came from outside.

>> Erm… <<

Cassy kept silence.

>> Lord Regin? <<, Keegan asked again.

>> Please wait until Lord Regin is ready. <<, Cassy answered.

>> And with who I am speaking? <<

Cassy put her cup of tea on a table next to her and went to the door. She opened it slowly. Shyly she looked at Keegan. He made a confused expression.

>> C… Cassy? <<, Keegan stammered.

Next to Keegan stood Alex and Xoomhammer.

>> Who’s that? <<, Cassy asked while she was showing with her finger at Xoomhammer.

>> My name is Xoomhammer. I came from the ancient Egypt. I’m more than 4800 years old. I want to ask Lord Regin if my skill of necromancy and white magic are needed. <<

>> Please wait until Lord Regin is ready. <<

>> And what are you doing here? <<, Keegan asked.

>> I… Lord Regin asked me if I can help him with his outfit. I agreed. <<, Cassy answered.

>> Cassy? Who’s at the door? <<, it came from inside.

>> Keegan, Alex and a newcomer. <<

>> May we enter? <<, Keegan asked again.

>> Sure. <<

Keegan, Alex and Xoomhammer entered the room. Regin stood dressed in front of them.

>> How can I help you? <<, Regin asked.

>> Yesterday we met this men while we were fighting the dragon… <<, Keegan explained.

>> Good that you said that. What happened with the dragon? <<

>> After we found the dragon, it told us that it only want to kill me. I lured the dragon to Ainessa’s plains. There I released all of my magical powers and fought against the dragon. But I couldn’t damage him and I fainted. Seconds later the dragon ruptured my right wing and I fainted again… <<, Alex told.

Horror appeared at Regin’s face.

>> And then the dragon threw Alex into the air and it pierced him with its middle finger. A indescribable fury captured my body and my body began to burn. I slaughtered it with one swung… <<, Keegan continued.

>> Did the fire hurt? <<, Regin asked.

>> No, but it don’t know why it appeared. <<, Keegan answered.

>> I saw the situation. I went toward Keegan and the dead Alex. I used my white magic and rescued his life. Before I forget… Here’s your bill. <<, Xoomhammer spoke.

He gave Alex a little sheet of paper. Alex eyes became greater.

>> Do… do you copy? 200 gold coins, that are two of my monthly salary. But I don’t have so much now. <<, Alex said.

Without a sound Regin snatched the bill from Alex. He took a little bag and threw it Xoomhammer. Xoomhammer caught it.

>> But Lord Regin-sama… <<, Alex asked confused.

>> You avoid the destruction of Ainessa’s Castle… That was your reward. <<

Xoomhammer opened the bag and counted the gold.

>> Lord Regin, I want to ask if my skill of necromancy is needed here. <<

>> Necromancy… well, you can create skeletons and so on. <<

>> Yes. <<

>> It can be practical, but do you have some additional other skills? <<

>> White magic. <<, Xoomhammer answered plain.

>> You’re right. How could I forget it? Sorry, but I must travel to Grimoren’s Castle today. If I am back, we will make the formalities. <<

>> Okay. <<

>> Before I forget… Who are you? <<, Regin asked.

>> My name is Xoomhammer. I came from the ancient Egypt. I’m more than 4800 years old. While I was traveling through the world, I mastered the magic of necromancy. At the moment I am working on white magic. Do you mind when I use Alex as my test subject? <<

>> As long as he doesn’t die, no. <<

>> Lord Regin-sama. Why you don’t ask me first? <<

>> Because I pay you for that. You’re a knight, but at least you’re only servant. <<, Regin answered cold.

>> A servant? <<, Alex shouted.

Alex lost control over himself. His gryphonic wish of independent went to the front.

>> And what is if I say no? <<

>> If you find someone other, I will take that job off of you. <<

>> Well, I will find someone other. <<, Alex replied.

His eyes looked angry. Keegan went closer to Alex. He laid his hand onto Alex’s shoulder.

>> Calm down, Alex. Everything is right, now. <<, Keegan meant.

Alex didn’t say anything and he went through the room to the balcony. He opened both folding doors, opened his wings and flight away…

12/10/612  6:03 PM

It still rained. Huge water drips fell down from the clouds at the sky. A cold feeling lay over the castle. Nobody was outside. Everybody hid in the protection of their houses. Keegan sat on a chair next to the window. His arm lay on the window sill. He looked out of the window. Grey clouds were all over the sky. Suddenly it knocked at the door. Keegan drew his head to the door.

>> Come in. It’s open. <<, Keegan said.

The door opened and Alex went in. He was wet. Water dripped from his clothes. He began to draw himself out. He laid the wet clothes over the back of a chair.

>> Did you calm down? <<, Keegan asked without looking at Alex.

>> Yes. After hours of rain. <<

>> What do you want to do now? <<

>> I don’t know. Xoomhammer want to research new healing and white magic spells. To practice the healing spells he surely needs injured ones. And I should bleed for him. <<, Alex explained while he was taking new clothes from the wardrobe.

>> You won’t believe it, but today I had to disagree with Regin the first time. <<

>> And what did he say, after I left the room? <<

>> He said it was a test. He doesn’t want warriors and knight which don’t have their own will. <<

>> He would fire me, if I agreed? <<

>> Perhaps… <<

Silence… Alex dressed himself with dry clothes.

>> How’s that? <<, Alex asked.

Keegan drew his head to Alex. He wore a red vest with a black shirt and black trousers. His boots were brown.

>> No, they don’t fit to you. Stay at blue with white… <<, Keegan said while he was shaking his head. While Alex was drawing off his shirt, his amulet fell down. It impacted with a high sound. Keegan stood up and went to Alex’s amulet.

>> Why you don’t wear it? <<

>> It argued with my black fur. <<

Keegan took it and stood up. It turned around.

>> Aren’t you proud of it? <<

>> Sure, I am proud, but why should I wear it, if I can’t turn into my elemental form? <<

>> You’re right… <<

Keegan sighed.

>> Do you want to go to bed? <<, Alex asked, while he was putting his shirt on the table. Keegan looked outside. The sun touched the horizon.

>> It’s late. Tomorrow will be a hard day. Yes, let’s go to bed. <<

>> I hope the creature will awake soon. I don’t want to sleep at the floor anymore. <<, Alex grumbled.

>> You can sleep with me tonight. <<, Keegan said.

>> Really? <<

A smile appeared at Alex’s face. While Keegan was drawing his shirt off, it knocked at the door.

>> I will open. <<, Alex meant.

He went to the door and opened it. Su-Chi and Fenix stood in front of him…

12/10/612  6:10 PM

>> Su-Chi… <<, Alex stammered.

Quickly Su-Chi swung his arms around Alex’s body.

>> Alex, you’re alive… <<, Su-Chi said.

Alex looked confused. Su-Chi pressed him closer to his own body.

>> It’s okay, father… <<, Alex replied.

Su-Chi let Alex go.

>> Why you don’t come in? <<, Alex asked.

He turned around and went towards Keegan. Alex sat down next to him. Su-Chi and Fenix followed him. They sat down on two chairs standing next to the table. Keegan said hello to Su-Chi and Fenix.

>> May I introduce? This is Su-Chi, god of the Water and my adoptive father… <<, Alex spoke.

>> Hello. <<, Keegan said.

>> And this is Fenix, the Fire god. <<, Alex continued.

Fenix smiled.

>> Su-Chi, Fenix. This is Keegan. Keegan… Erm… <<

Alex thought.

>> Keegan, do you have a surname? <<

>> No, I haven’t. <<

>> He is a knight of this castle. Like me… <<, Alex said.

>> But Alex, why are your both upper parts of your bodies naked??? <<, Su-Chi asked with a confused expression.

>> I’ve got a guess… <<, Fenix added.

>> I wanted to say it to you, when I passed the First class, but now you’re seeing it. Keegan is my boyfriend… <<, Alex explained.

Keegan took Alex between his legs and he laid his arms around Alex’s belly. Both, Keegan and Alex, had a pleased expression. Alex clang his head to Keegan’s head. Su-Chi said nothing. Fenix stood up and went towards Su-Chi and stopped behind him.

>> Be happy. They are so young and so happy. I would be proud of them. <<, Fenix whispered to Su-Chi.

>> I am proud, but it came so sudden. I didn’t saw him a little bit more than a month and now he is gay. Months before he left the Waterworld he had a girlfriend. I don’t understand how it could happen… <<, Su-Chi replied.

>> Why don’t you ask Alex? <<, Fenix asked.

>> Alex? <<, Su-Chi said.

While Fenix and Su-Chi were talking together, Alex stroke with his hand over Keegan’s tail. At the same time Keegan stroke over Alex’s belly and chest.

>> Hmm… <<, Alex answered.

>> What happened to your girlfriend before you left the Waterworld? <<

>> We separated us. After the first non-sexual night she noticed that I wasn’t interested in such a relationship. She knew that I am gay. <<, Alex explained.

>> And since when you know that you are gay? <<, Fenix asked.

>> Since you came the first time to our home. <<, Alex answered cold.

Su-Chi and Fenix looked confused.

>> When you were taking me on your arm and I was feeling your heat, I got the feeling that I will spend my live with a men. And here I found him. Keegan… <<, Alex said.

>> And do you two want to marry? <<

>> No. It is true that we both had some sex together, but we don’t want to marry. We will have one or two hot nights and we will be happy together, but only our closest friends should know it. <<, Keegan replied.

>> You forget my family… <<, Alex interrupted.

>> Su-Chi is the only one who still live. My and your parents are dead and we haven’t any brothers or sisters. <<

>> Yeah, I just forgot… <<

Alex’s look became sad. Keegan embraced Alex’s chest and he closed his eyes.

>> Don’t forget. As long as we are together we will master every situation. <<, Keegan spoke. He began to lick Alex’s fur. Alex giggled.

>> They’re such a nice couple… <<, Fenix whispered to Su-Chi.

>> I had to see it. Days after you visited us the first time Alex only asked when you would come the next time and he wanted to bath with you. <<, Su-Chi replied.

>> And? What’s the matter? <<

>> I thought you won’t because you are vulnerable with water. <<

>> At the moment you didn’t know that I lost my vulnerableness. <<, Fenix said funny.

>> Yes, that’s true… <<

Su-Chi sighed.

>> Su-Chi, why did you and Fenix come to us? <<, Alex asked suddenly.

Fenix expression became serious.

>> Yesterday we noticed a unknown fire elemental. I and Su-Chi searched after it, but we didn’t find it. <<

>> Can you say us how it looks like when he or she change into his or her elemental form? <<, Keegan asked.

>> Sure. First the person must have an amulet of the fire, second the first transformation starts by a very emotional event, third the symbol of the fire appears somewhere at his or her body and fourth his or her body began to burn… <<, Fenix told.

Keegan stood up.

>> I am the fire elemental. <<, Keegan said cold.

He threw the amulet of the fire towards Fenix. Fenix caught it.

>> He speaks the truth. <<, Fenix said, while he was looking at the amulet. He gave it back to Keegan.

>> Do you know how to transform into your elemental form every time? <<

>> No. To tell the truth I didn’t try it. <<

Fenix went next to Keegan. He laid his hand onto Keegan’s right shoulder.

>> Don’t worry. You will find it out soon enough… <<, Fenix whispered to Keegan. Keegan nodded.

>> Let’s go, Fenix. We’ve done our job. <<, Su-Chi meant.

>> Okay! <<

>> Thanks for coming! <<, Alex said, while he was weaving to Su-Chi and Fenix. They left the room and closed the door. Alex and Keegan went both to bed and fell asleep soon…
To be continued…

