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Chapter twelve – Dragon-Fly
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The sun rose. The storm had gone the night before. Several clouds went across the sky. Ronwen strolled across the market place. He sighed…

>> Poor Alex. He survived, but his armor… His first one was for free, but now he must pay his next one. And they are expensive… And I don’t know, if his soul suffered damage. <<  Ronwen thought.

The sun shone at his brown fur. He arrived at the tavern and he entered. The tavern was empty. A few visitors sat around a small table. Ronwen took a place at the bar.

>> What do you want? <<  the owner asked with his gently voice.

>> A green tea… <<  Ronwen answered.

The owner disappeared in the back of the tavern. Ronwen turned around and leant his elbows onto the bar. He watched the entrance until a guy entered the tavern. He went towards Ronwen. Ronwen wondered. He had a snow-white fur and childlike blue eyes. He wore a violet vest and a white shirt without sleeves. His trousers were violet, too. In his left hand he held a long staff. At its both ends was a jewel. One was red, the other was blue. His blue cape fluttered in the wind. He arrived at Ronwen.

>> Finally I found one of you… <<  the guy spoke.

>> What do you mean? <<

>> I am searching for the lord. <<

>> Sorry, but Lord Regin Faolan isn’t here. <<

>> Lord Regin? That means that… <<

>> Yes, you’re in Ainessa’s Castle. <<  Ronwen interfered.

>> My journey has its end… <<

>> Can you say me who you are and what do you mean with your journey? <<

>> My name is Mikey, Mikey de Pari. I came from Lutecia, a small village in the north of Ainessa. A Dragon has terrorized us for a long time. Three months ago I left my home town to search for help to defeat the dragon. I hope Lord Regin will listen to my request… <<

Mikey sighed.

>> That beast took my family and my friends. I won’t return until I or my party can kill it. <<  Mikey said.

>> Calm down! I’m sure Lord Regin will send some forces to help you. Alex and Keegan are good, but I hope I can go with you. <<

>> Do you know when Lord Regin will return? <<

>> He said he would come back tomorrow. Say, you’re a mage, aren’t you? <<

>> Yes, but I’m only third class. <<  Mikey deplored.

>> So you’re one class under Alex… <<  Ronwen meant.

>> Do you mean Alex Eagle? <<

>> Why do you know him? <<

>> He is my idol. Let’s show me where he is. <<  Mikey said happily.

Ronwen only could look confused…
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Alex lay groaning in his bed. He didn’t want to get up. Keegan lay next to him. He still slept. Alex turned himself around. His sleepy eyes looked at the ceiling. He yawned…

>> Another lazy day… <<  he thought.

It knocked at the door.

>> Come in… <<  Alex said.

He got up and scratched his chest. His shorts fluttered in the wind coming through the window. The floor was ice-cold. The door opened.

>> …and he was so great. I can’t forget. <<  Mikey said while the door was opening.

Alex saw Ronwen and Mikey standing in front of the door. Ronwen saw Alex’s naked upper part of his body. Mikey tried to went in, but Ronwen put his hand over Mikey’s eyes, pushed him out of the room and he closed the door behind himself.

>> Hey! What’s going on? <<  Mikey shouted from outside.

>> That’s not for your young eyes. <<  Ronwen replied.

Alex looked confused at Ronwen.

>> What’s the matter? <<  Alex asked.

>> Your upper part of your body… <<

>> It is naked… what’s on? <<

>> You didn’t see him? He was still a child! <<  Ronwen shouted.

>> I am not allowed to sleep like this? <<

>> But not in front of a child. <<

>> Do you mean that that is obnoxious??? <<

>> I haven’t anything against that you walk around with a naked upper part of your body, but he’s child and your biggest fan… Please understand. <<  Ronwen said.

>> My biggest fan? <<  Alex asked confused.

Suddenly the door opened loudly. Mikey’s hand glowed.

>> Ronwen, say me why have you done that? <<

Ronwen showed with is finger at Alex’s chest. Mikey couldn’t believe his eyes. He ran towards Alex and jumped at his chest. Alex took him onto his arms.

>> Alex! Finally I’ve found you… and your fur is still the same. It’s still soft and warm. <<

>> Mikey, what are you doing here? <<  Alex asked while Mikey was striking over his fur.

>> A dragon terrorizes Lutecia… <<

>> Damn! Why the heck those beasts come so often? <<  Alex said.

>> I wanted to fight it, but I was too weak. I could escape, but I was heavy injured… <<  Mikey told.

>> I’ll come with you, if I get the authorization from Lord Regin. <<

>> Thanks, Alex. <<

Alex heard a groaning from behind. He turned around and saw Keegan awaking. Keegan looked with his sleepy eyes at Alex. He yawned…

>> Alex, who’s that guy? <<

>> He’s Mikey, Mikey de Pari. I met him several years ago. As a part of my education I had to live each times three months long in four different time eras. The Ancient, The Middle Ages, The Renaissance and The Modern… <<  Alex explained.

>> So, you’re coming from the future? <<  Ronwen asked incredulous.

>> Yes. My birthday is 6/10/1985 AD. <<  Alex said with a smile on his face.

Ronwen and Mikey stared at Alex. Keegan nodded instead.

>> While I had to live in The Middle Ages, I lived in Lutecia, Mikey’s home town. It was a nice time. But until Mikey arrived I didn’t know that Lutecia belongs to Ainessa. <<

>> How old were you, when you were send to Lutecia? <<  Ronwen asked.

>> Six-teen. <<  Alex answered simply.

He put Mikey down on the floor. He showed with his finger at his miniatures at a shelf.

>> Can you see this high towers? <<  Alex asked.

Ronwen and Mikey nodded.

>> Those towers exist all in 2004 AD. And I can say to all of them its name, its history, its position and many more… <<

While Alex was speaking, Ronwen looked at Keegan and noticed Keegan’s upper part of his body was also naked. He went to Alex.

>> Can I talk with you alone? <<  Ronwen whispered to Alex.

>> Sure. <<  Alex replied.

Alex and Ronwen left the room. They went to the river flowing through the castle. Ronwen sat down next to it. Alex followed him.

>> Alex… I know that we know each other less than a week, but I want to asked you something personality. <<  Ronwen spoke.

>> Go on. I’ve got no secrets in front of you or the others. <<

>> Is it true, that you slept with Keegan naked? <<

>> Um… yes… <<  Alex stammered.

>> And are you two gay? <<

>> I can only speak for my part. Yes, I am gay! <<  Alex answered.

>> Well… <<

Ronwen sighed.

>> You noticed it when you were seeing me and Keegan, didn’t you? <<

>> Yes. Are you proud to be together with him? <<

>> Let me say it differently. The hugest damage you can do to me is to separate me and Keegan. For example, if you kill me, I will be separate a long time from Keegan until he dies. And that time would break my heart… <<

>> Thank you, that you answered… <<

>> It doesn’t matter… <<
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The sun shone from the sky. Its light fell down at the castle, its walls, buildings and its roofs. Xoomhammer sat on a chair in front of the tavern. His feet lay on the table standing next to him. He didn’t wore his robe. His head was covered with an ancient Egyptian cap. It was colored with blue and white stripes. The cap’s ends were at his chest. Under it he wore black vest decorated with Egyptian hieroglyphs. The sun shone at his brown chest fur. He scratched his bellybutton. On his white shorts hung the seal of the last pharaoh. It glowed in the sunlight. His staff lay on the table. He sighed…

>> What for a boring day… <<  Xoomhammer thought.

He laid his feet on the table. Two person crossed his field of view. He remembered them.

>> Su-Chi? Fenix? What are the two doing here? <<

Xoomhammer thoughts shot through his head. Slowly he stood up, took his staff and went towards Su-Chi and Fenix.

>> Excuse me, I… << Xoomhammer began.

>> Hmm? <<

Su-Chi and Fenix turned around.

>> Who are you? << Fenix said cold.

>> My name is Xoomhammer. I arrived here because I rescued some gryphon’s life. And I don’t believe that I meet you two here… <<

>> A gryphon? How he looked like? << Su-Chi asked.

>> His name is Alex Eagle… <<

Suddenly Su-Chi gripped Xoomhammer’s chest fur and lifted him.

>> Why did you save his life? <<

Su-Chi looked angrily at Xoomhammer’s confused face.

>> It was of cause of the dragon… << Xoomhammer gasped.

>> What for a dragon? <<

>> A dragon attacked the castle just yesterday… <<

A feeling flooded Xoomhammer’s body. He became weak and he couldn’t move a muscle anymore.

>> It seems that Alex didn’t told us everything. << Su-Chi said to Fenix.

Fenix nodded. Slowly Su-Chi let Xoomhammer go. He knelt on the earth. He coughed several times.

>> Do you know where Alex is? <<

>> No, but try first at his flat-sharing community. <<
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Alex went along the hall, heading for his room. It was day, but inside of the castle it was always dark. Only some torches lighted the hall. Alex arrived at the door. Slowly he opened it. He entered.

>> I think you kept a secret in front of us. <<

Alex remembered this voice. It was so familiar and Alex knew who it was.

>> Su-Chi? << Alex asked.

>> Not only him. << another voice said.

>> And Fenix? What are you two doing here? <<

Su-Chi and Fenix left the shadow. Alex was surrounded by the two. Fenix laid his hands on Alex’s shoulders.

>> What do ya want? << Alex asked confused.

Fenix’s grip became harder. Alex couldn’t move. Su-Chi came closer to him. A strange feeling flooded his body. Sweat appeared at his forehead. Sweat of fear…

>> I was your father for over 14 years. It was a catastrophe, when the power plant exploded. I handled you as my own son. I loved you and I don’t want to lose you. I supported you as good as I could. I think your feelings are similar to mine. <<

Alex stared at him while he was speaking. Alex looked down at himself. After Su-Chi was ready, Alex elevated his head and he saw something he didn’t expected. Su-Chi’s eyes looked sad. Alex never saw such a sadness in his eyes. During the 14 years Su-Chi had always been cool. Emotions were rare in his face. But this time Alex could break the ice.

>> Yes, father… << Alex spoke slightly.

>> And I think you keep a secret in front of us. <<

>> What do you mean? <<

>> We mean the dragon… << Fenix said.

Alex showed with his talons at a chair. Fenix understood and he put his hand off Alex’s shoulder. Alex took the chair and sat down.

>> You’re right. I kept that in front of you. Two days ago a dragon attacked Ainessa’s Castle. Keegan, Dustin, Tess , Ronwen and I tried to stop him. I as the only magician used my spells without looking at my stamina. I knew that my body was much weaker than its one and I knew that dragons are resistant against magic, but this was my only hope. I failed… <<

>> What happened? <<

>> After I used one Sextanto after the next, I fainted. And it only smiled. The last thing I can remember is the moment where it ripped one of my wings. <<

Slowly Su-Chi went closer to Alex. His hands touched Alex’s wings. He moved them over his wings until he arrived at their roots.

>> Who did heal you? <<

>> A jackal from Egypt. His name is Xoomhammer. <<

>> Xoomhammer? I heard this name, but I can’t remember at this moment… << Su-Chi replied.

>> Xoomhammer is the guy we met some minutes before. << Fenix interrupted.

>> Are you speaking about me? <<

Su-Chi, Fenix and Alex turned to the door. Xoomhammer leant himself against a wall. A smile lay at his face. He went closer to the three.

>> What did you told about me, Alex? <<

>> I only mentioned you. Nothing else. <<

Suddenly Alex heard a moan. His look moved to his bed. What he saw, scared him. His breath stopped. His eyes became wide. He didn’t move anymore…

>> The creature’s moving… << Alex said slightly.

Terror appeared at Xoomhammer’s face. Like Alex he didn’t know the creature. Alex began to breathe. Faster and faster. His heart raged. Suddenly Su-Chi interrupted the silence.

>> What’s on, guys? It’s only a female human. <<

Xoomhammer and Alex stared at Su-Chi. He smiled indeed.

>> Are you afraid of a human? I think she’s harmless. Don’t worry. But she’s a beautiful one. Perhaps a mate for you, Alex… <<

>> No. << Alex said cold. >> She’s a non-furry. That doesn’t fit… <<

>> That doesn’t matter. <<

>> And I am gay. Did you forget it? <<

>> No, but you can still change. <<

Alex sighed.

>> I’ve got Keegan and we are happy together. Why do you try to separate us? <<

Alex’s voice became angry. His gaze tried to burn holes into Su-Chi.

>> Why so cruel? I only said that you two are possible. <<

>> But we won’t! << Alex shouted.

In that moment the human opened its eyes. Alex stared at it and its beautiful green eyes. The girl got up and looked at Alex.

>> What are you for an ugly bird… << she said. Her voice was beautiful, but her words hurt Alex deep in his proud.

>> Ugly? << Alex shouted. >> I’ll show you who is ugly. <<

He opened his wings and ran towards the girl. Suddenly a earthquake send all to the floor. The whole building shook. Alex got up as the first. Quickly he drew his vest out and took his armor lying on the ground. While he was dressing on, Su-Chi, Fenix, Xoomhammer and the girl got up. Alex turned around after he finished.

>> Su-Chi, Fenix, please take the girl and protect her. I’ve got a bad feeling. Xoomhammer, follow me. << Alex said.

He drew his sword.

>> No, I won’t << Xoomhammer replied.

>> What? <<

>> I am not a necromancer of this castle. As long as my life isn’t endanger, I won’t fight for that castle. << Xoomhammer explained.

>> Well, then you won’t get a piece of the reward… << Alex said sharp.

>> Better than die. <<

Alex left the room and arrived at the market place…
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The sun stood at the sky. No cloud blocked its sunlight. Alex’s armor glowed in the light. His sword’s top touched the earth. Carefully Alex watched the sky. His green eyes moved quickly. Slowly Alex’s left hand moved to his amulet hanging around his neck. He touched the symbol of the water.

>> Please support me. << Alex thought.

He opened his wing. Suddenly he heard a familiar voice from behind.

>> Wait, Alex. <<

Alex turned around. He saw Keegan running towards him. He wore the same clothes as Alex. The only difference was that Alex’s tunic was blue instead Keegan’s red one.

>> Did you feel the earthquake? <<

>> It wasn’t an earthquake. A huge blue dragon landed at Ainessa’s Castle and the shock could feel in the whole castle. <<

>> A dragon? Again? << Alex asked confused.

>> Yes. But it can’t speak. <<

>> Where is it? <<

>> It vanished behind the forest. <<

A loud dragon scream sounded over the castle. It was so loud that Alex and Keegan had to put their hands over their ears. Pain appeared at their face. After Alex didn’t hear anything, he looked at the sky. A huge shadow went across it. The two wings of the dragon blocked the sunlight. It landed on a tower of the defense wall. It yawned…

>> The dragon’s yawning? << Keegan asked.

>> I don’t know what that means, but we must be careful. <<

They heard loud footsteps from behind. Keegan turned around and he saw Dustin, Tess and Ronwen running to them. Dustin and Ronwen wore the same armor like Alex and Keegan. Tess indeed wore her hunting uniform.

>> Where is it? << Dustin asked.

Cool Alex showed with his finger at the dragon lying on the wall.

>> We’ve got the same situation like two days ago… << Ronwen spoke.

>> This time I won’t do a Kamikaze... << Alex said.

>> Alex, be careful. I don’t know if I can rescue you again. Fenix said I would find out how to transform into the fire elemental, but at the moment I don’t know how. << Keegan said.

>> Don’t worry. Now it’s the time to pay back my debt. <<

Alex gave Keegan a little kiss. Dustin noticed that. Keegan watched Alex several seconds. Then Alex felt Keegan’s hand touching his back of this head. Alex’s eyes became wide. Keegan pressed his mouth at Alex’s beak. Alex could felt how Keegan’s tongue went deeper inside. Keegan’s other hand moved to Alex’s butt. He understood. Alex threw his scaled hands around Keegan’s neck. Alex’s and Keegan’s tongues met and they played a game together. Dustin couldn’t believe what he saw. Alex and Keegan kissed each other lots of seconds until suddenly Keegan pushed Alex away from his mouth.

>> That was beautiful… << Keegan whispered.

>> I wish this moment can be forever… << Alex replied.

Alex and Keegan tried to kiss again, but Dustin held his hand between their faces. Both looked at him. He was really angry.

>> What are ya both doing? << he shouted.

Alex looked at Ronwen and Tess. She nodded and he smiled. Then Alex smiled, too.

>> We both love each other. Is that forbidden? <<

>> No, but a dragon is here. <<

>> We know and perhaps one of us or even both will die while fighting against it. We only wanted to kiss us the last time. << Alex replied.

>> Well… <<

Suddenly the dragon awake and shouted a loud scream. The sound hurt in their ears. Keegan and Alex turned to the dragon and they saw the dragon destroying the defense wall standing next to the tower. They ran towards the dragon…

>> Do you have a plan? << Keegan asked.

>> No, but I’ve got an idea. I try to cut off his feet. While this time you must take its attention. <<

>> Understood. <<

Alex’s grip at his sword became stronger. His sword glowed in the sunlight. They arrived at the dragon.

>> Here it comes! << Alex shouted.

The dragon noticed the two and attacked them. Keegan jumped to his left to evade the dragon’s claws. Alex ran further. He didn’t see Keegan anymore. He turned his head around. Keegan still fought against the dragon’s claws. He heard metal hitting claws. Alex arrived at the dragon’s feet and elevated his sword to strike… until he heard a pain scream from behind. Quickly he aborted his action and turned around. Keegan stood in front of the dragon. His sword lay on the ground. Alex could see a red liquid flowing down his left arm. Keegan put his right hand onto the wound…

>> Keegan… << Alex shouted, >> Everything right? <<

He saw Keegan nodding. The dragon elevated both of his hands and they went to Keegan quickly.

>> No! << Alex shouted.

But he couldn’t avoid what now happened. The dragon wrapped his claws around Keegan and him tight. Then it began to press…

>> Oh damn! Dustin! Tess! Ronwen! Come here! We must help Keegan! << Alex shouted.

He was near to his tears. Keegan’s pain screams hurt in Alex’s ears. He watched the scene. Dustin and the others came closer. Alex recognized a tear flowing down his cheek.

>> Argh… Alex… Help me… << Keegan gasped while the dragon was pressing harder.

>> I’m so sorry, Keegan-chan… I cannot rescue you… <<

More and more tears flew over Alex’s face. Slowly Alex fell on his knees. Dustin, Tess and Ronwen arrived at him.

>> I thought I am a great warrior and a good magician, but now I cannot even rescue my friend, my lover… << Alex cried.

Suddenly Alex heard a crackle. Quickly he elevated his head. He saw Keegan fainting. The dragon began to break his bones.

>> Bastard! <<

Alex enclosed his amulet shining in all blue chimes you can image. The symbol of the water appeared at his forehead.

>> Alex, are you using a spell? << Ronwen asked.

>> No… <<

A unknown strength flooded his body. A blue circle appeared around Alex and pillows of water surrounding Alex shot into the sky. His clothes except his spatula hanging at his back and his sword began to dissolve and they transformed themselves into water flying around Alex’s naked body. A thin skin of water laid down on Alex and it began to shine as bright as the symbol of the water at his forehead. The water at his skin disappeared and a blue robe came into being. His fur turned from deep black into white. Lots of little black points covered it. From his back of his head till his back grew a black mane. Some of the fur at his head and back became gray. The rest of the flying water covered his legs and it turned into some black trousers. His wings were snow-white, but at their roots they were yellow.

Slowly the light disappeared. Only the symbol of the water remained at his forehead. The circle and the pillows of water vanished…

>> Is everything right? << Tess asked carefully.

>> Yes… << Alex replied.

But his voice was different. It became deeper and more dangerous. It had got a touch of coolness, too. And his eyes were cold. Slowly Ronwen went next to Alex and he laid his hands on Alex’s shoulders. He felt a very cold feeling when he was touching Alex’s skin. It wasn’t above ten degrees Celsius.

>> What’s on, Ronwen-sama… <<

>> I only want to say: Good Luck! <<

Alex nodded. Slowly he took his spatula and elevated it high into the sky.

>> Su-Chi, I call you! <<

Suddenly Aquarius, the moon of Water, appeared at the sky. The sun shone, but all could see that moon, too. A small ray shot from it to the blue jewel on the end of the spatula’s seize. The symbol of the water appeared on it, too. The spatula got a blue shine. The metal became darker and harder. Alex opened his wings and flight into the sky. With his wings striking he stood in the air.

>> Ey, Dragon! << he shouted.

Alex didn’t know how many of Keegan’s bones were broken, but it had to be a lot. The dragon let Keegan fall down to the ground and flight towards Alex. Instead evading Alex took the spatula, which was now the spatula of the water, and threw it with all of Alex’s power in direction of the dragon. It couldn’t evade and the spatula cut off its left hand and its left wing. Blood splattered all over the castle yard. Alex drew his sword and dived down quickly…

>> Now you’ll paid for what you done to Keegan! << Alex shouted.

While Alex was flying towards to the dragon, Ronwen, Tess and Dustin talked to each other, still watching the scene…

>> Is it true, that Alex and Keegan love each other? << Dustin asked.

>> Yes. They slept together naked and… <<

>> What? << Dustin interrupted Ronwen.

>> Yes. Alex said to me he was gay and he enjoyed it to be with Keegan. <<

>> I… I can’t image. <<

>> I knew this will happen. << Tess said.

>> Since when? << Dustin asked excited.

>> Since our one-night-stand. Just after Alex came he talked with me about the night. Later he said that hadn’t been the optimum for him, but he enjoyed it. <<

>> Watch! << Ronwen shouted…

Alex’s eyes were filled with hatred. With high speed Alex arrived at the dragon which screamed lots of pain screams. Alex pressed his sword deep into the dragon’s skin.

>> Implodare zuastra imega! << Alex shouted.

His sword, the symbol of the water on Alex’s forehead and the dragon’s whole body began to glow brightly. It was only a Level-4 spell, but as an elemental his power was much greater than before. Slowly the dragon’s began to burn. A blue flame burned on its scales. Alex drew his sword out and the dragon imploded in thousands of pieces flying and splattering on the castle yard, the walls, Alex and the ground around Ainessa’s Castle. Alex stroke with his wings and landed on the castle yard softly. Dustin and Ronwen ran towards him.

>> You did it! << Dustin shouted.

Alex nodded. Worried about Keegan he looked around.

>> How’s about Keegan? << Alex asked.

>> He is still without consciousness. He doesn’t look well. Tess is with him to see the whole damage the dragon did to him. << Ronwen explained.

>> Do you know how many bones it broke? <<

>> At least one arm is broken. More we couldn’t find… <<

>> I wonder how the dragon could come to here. The other searched for you Alex, that’s something different, but that creature weren’t able to speak. It was at least less intelligent than the other… << Dustin said.

>> Equal. I only want the kill that guy who led the dragon to here… << Alex meant.

Suddenly they heard an unknown voice coming from the tower where the dragon landed on.

>> If you want to kill, then come upstairs… <<

Alex turned around and watched the tower. A person stood in front of the highest window.

>> I am coming… << Alex shouted.

He ran across the castle yard and picked up his spatula. Then he turned around and ran towards the tower.

>> Shall we help you? << Ronwen asked.

>> No. It’s my fight. << Alex replied.

He arrived at the bottom of the tower. Quickly and loudly he kicked the door in. Shards of wood flight through the air. Alex sprinted upstairs. Faster and faster he took every level of the building until he arrived at the door of the highest level. He enclosed the bar and pressed it down…

13/10/612  3:11 PM

Alex entered the room. Nothing was inside except a small sphere lying on a small table and a person. A person Alex couldn’t remember.

>> Finally you did it so far. << the person spoke.

>> Who are you? << Alex asked cold.

>> I would wonder, if you remembered me. I am Hendrick, the guy you rescued on your way to Gannon. <<

>> Why… why did you led the dragon to there? And how? <<

>> Do you see the sphere? Sure. It’s a Dragon-Fly. A magical item to lure dragons. <<

>> And why did you use the Dragon-Fly here? <<

>> Gannon paid me for that. He heard much about Keegan and he saw something dangerous in him. He sent me to kill him, but then I met you… <<

>> And I am dangerous, too? <<

>> Yes, of course. Especially after you showed me what for a power you own. <<

>> You mean this, don’t you? <<

Alex smiled.

>> Sextanto ganerare junetaiki! <<

Hendrick jumped to his left and Alex’s attack destroyed the wall behind him. Little rocks and dust fell on the earth. Slowly Hendrick stood up.

>> Yes. I meant that. <<

>> Say me. Why did you accept the job although you knew that Keegan would kill you? <<

>> My life in my hometown was terrible. I had no family. I had no friends. I had no job. I had no future… So I decided to accept that job. First cause of the money and second cause I wanted to die. <<

>> You want to die? << Alex asked confused.

>> I don’t see a sense in my life! And so I can become one of Ainessa’s Martyrs. <<

>> Ainessa’s Martyrs? What’s that? <<

>> The most known legend in Ainessa. Ask Keegan after you killed me… <<

>> Ok, you asked for it. <<

Alex drew his sword.

>> Kill me, but I will defend me. You won’t kill me easily. <<

>> We will see! <<

Hendrick drew a sword, too. Alex jumped into the air. His wings fluttered in the wind. He stroke with his sword. Hendrick tried to block his attack. Metal impacted on metal. Alex jumped back and he aimed for Hendrick’s legs. Hendrick jumped over his blade. While Hendrick was in the air, he kicked after Alex. Alex couldn’t evade and Hendrick’s boot hit him in the middle of his face. He fell on his back and stayed at the ground. Hendrick landed in front of him. Blood flew out of Alex’s beak. The top of Hendrick’s sword touched Alex’s neck.

>> I didn’t thought that you are so weak. <<

>> I am not weak. When I am using my magic, I am much stronger than normal. And now I am still in my elemental form, so I have got some additional powers. But this time I didn’t watched out. Next time you won’t catch me… <<

>> But it won’t be a next time… << Hendrick shouted.

He elevated his sword. Alex did a back somersault and blocked the attack with his sword. Alex stroke back. Hendrick jumped over Alex and landed behind him on the table with the Dragon-Fly. Alex turned around quickly. The table broke under Hendrick’s weight.

>> Damn… <<

Alex reacted at once. He took his spatula and threw it towards Hendrick. Hendrick watched the spatula flying quickly towards him with wide eyes. It cut off his left arm. Blood splattered on the floor. He screamed and he fell on his knees. Slowly he took the Dragon-Fly and destroyed it…

>> You look really horrible… << Alex said witty…

>> If I go down, I’m taking you with me! << Hendrick shouted.

Suddenly the tower began to shock. A loud explosion came from below.

>> What’s that? << Alex asked.

>> I blasted the fundament of the tower in thousands of little pieces. This tower will be demolish in less than ten seconds. <<

>> That’s enough to escape… <<

Alex turned around and went to the window. He opened it and put himself onto the ledge. He felt some wind from behind and he turned around a last time. He could only see some huge metal claws flying towards his back…

The claws drilled themselves deep into Alex’s skin. It hit him next to the root of his right wing. He jumped out of the window. Hendrick hung on the other end of  the metal claws. Alex screamed…

>> Take it out! Take it out! <<

Alex’s loud voice sounded all over the castle. He stroke with his wings and ascended higher and higher into the sky. But Hendrick was heavy and the claws went through Alex’s flesh towards his left lower back. His robe was watered with blood flowing out of his wound. When the claws arrived at Alex’s left lower back, he took the claws and drew them out of his wound. Slowly he released his grip from the metal. Hendrick fell down to earth shouting. Alex’s powers vanished. His robe and his trousers disappeared and his fur turned back into black. He looked like himself before he turned into the water elemental. The only different was that Alex was naked and his back fur was watered with blood. He flight closer to earth. He saw Ronwen and Tess waving to him. In that moment he lost his remaining power and stroke a last time with his wings. Quickly he impacted on the earth. He stayed on the grass and he fainted…
     To be continued…

