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Chapter fourteen – Zannai Pa
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>> Do you know where Alex is? <<

Dustin took another nip of his beer.

>> I asked you something… and beer since the morning isn’t good for you… << Keegan angry said.

>> You always nag on me… << Dustin replied.

>> Well, otherwise I won’t get an answer… <<

>> No, I don’t know where Alex is… Are you searching for him? <<

>> He didn’t return last night… he said he only wanted to take a short sauna visit… <<

>> Then asked someone who was in the sauna yesterday… For example Cris… <<

>> That girl hates Alex. I don’t know why, but she hates him… <<

At that moment Lord Regin entered the tavern…

>> Look, Lord Regin is here… << Keegan said.

>> Well, ask him… <<

Keegan rose his hand.

>> Lord Regin! << Keegan shouted.

Regin turned around and walked towards them.

>> Keegan… Good to see you. Where’s Alex? <<

>> Alex? I wanted to ask you where he can be… <<

>> That’s not good… <<

>> Well, what happened? << Dustin asked.

>> Nothing important, but I must speak with him… <<

Cris came from the bar. She held a tray and she sat down next to Keegan.

>> I hope for that ugly bird that he won’t bother me anymore or else… <<

>> What did Alex to you, that you hate him so much? << Keegan asked.

>> Well, he exist. That’s bad enough, but his behavior is so horrible… <<

>> I like him… << Keegan replied.

>> And I still don’t understand why did you fall in love with him… <<

>> You know our love? <<

>> Yes. He told it just yesterday evening while we were in the sauna. <<

>> You tried the sauna? << Dustin wanted to know.

>> And what Alex did there… I won’t forgive him for that… <<

She took a fork and she took a bit of her cooked eggs. Lord Regin sighed…

>> Well, if you see Alex, please send him to me… <<

Regin turned around to left the tavern. While he passed by the door Regin streaked a black wing. He turned around quickly and saw Alex entering the tavern…

>> Alex… << Lord Regin said.

Slowly Alex turned around. Regin noticed a unknown sadness in his green eyes. Alex seemed to that he had lost his will of live. Spiritless he began to speak…

>> What do you want, Lord Regin-sama… <<

>> I want to ask you something. Would you come to my rooms after breakfast? <<

>> Yes… << Alex nodded.

Regin left the tavern and Alex entered the tavern. He slowly walked towards Keegan, Dustin and Cris…

>> There’s Alex! << Dustin shouted.

>> Where? << Keegan asked.

Cris enclosed a bottle standing next to her plate…

>> Hope he have a good apology… << she said.

Alex stopped moving when he arrived at the table.

>> Ohayou, mina-san! (Good Morning to all!) << Alex said.

>> Don’t try to impress us with your knowledge of the Japanese language! << Cris shouted.

She took the bottle and threw it towards Alex. He didn’t react and the bottle hit him at his head. He fell down and remained on the floor…

>> Why did you do that??? << Keegan and Dustin shouted.

Slowly Alex was getting up.

>> He is annoying me… << Cris replied.

A smell of whiskey filled the air. Alex got up and sat down on a chair. Blood flew down his face. Cris rose her hand…

>> A whiskey… <<

Alex sighed…

>> What’s up with you, Alex? << Keegan gently asked.

>> Nothing. It’s nothing… Dustin, I have something for you… <<

Alex searched his pocket for a rolled sheet of paper.

>> It’s for you… <<

Alex offered the paper to Dustin. He took it without saying a word.

>> Well, Lord Regin is calling for me… See ya… <<

Alex stood up and left the group.

>> Finally he leaves me alone! << Cris thought…

>> Wait, Alex! You don’t look well. Shall I accompany you? << Keegan asked.

Alex turned his head around.

>> Huh? <<

Alex didn’t move anymore. The situation was frozen. Keegan still sat on the bench waiting for an answer and Alex stood there neither moving nor speaking. Then suddenly twenty seconds later Alex broke down…
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Alex only heard his own heartbeat. Everything was white… He saw nothing except white. And he heard nothing except his heartbeat…

>> Where am I? <<

Alex looked around… Nothing. He didn’t even stand on something solid. Slowly the white became brighter and Alex had to protect himself from the bright light… and it disappeared.

>> Is it over now? <<

He took his arm away and he found himself in the Waterworld, his home world. He stood on a cliff. In front of him was nothing, only the clouds connected with the earth. Only two people had survived the fall from the Waterworld to the earth. Suddenly he heard a familiar voice… He turned around.

>> Su-Chi! <<

He saw Su-Chi walking towards the cliff…

>> Well, we arrived… It may be new for you, because your parents didn’t bring you to here, but look! << Su-Chi spoke, but it wasn’t to Alex. To somebody another.

A small boy appeared behind Su-Chi. Alex remembered that person… it was Alex Eagle.

>> Me??? << Alex asked himself.

Alex saw himself. Alex saw his eight-aged self. With eight years he had been still small and innocent. The small Alex ran to the cliff. He was excited. Happily he looked around and he smiled.

>> Thank you, Uncle Su-Chi… << the little Alex said.

>> No, I am not your uncle… Perhaps it is still difficult for you, but I am your father now… <<

Alex heard a crumble… He looked around and saw himself using some magic…

>> Was I able to use magic with eight years? <<

The little Alex rose his hands and suddenly some of the clouds began to move. A little island appeared in the sky… A mountain and a huge forest were on the island. Some houses lay at the feet of the mountain. Alex stared at his own self using some magic…

>> I can’t remember at that situation… << Alex thought.

>> That is the reason why I am showing this to you… <<

Alex heard Su-Chi’s voice. But it wasn’t the Su-Chi standing next to the little Alex. It was the Su-Chi standing behind Alex. Alex turned around quickly…

>> Su-Chi! << Alex said.

>> You can’t remember at that event, can you? <<

>> No… <<

>> Because I erased it from your memory… <<

>> You did what? Why? <<

>> This event showed a part of your future. Your whole body already knows your future, but I don’t want that… I sealed your future in your body… <<

>> You mean what it isn’t good for me if I know my future… <<

>> Yes… But I think it is better for you, if you have seen that event… <<

Suddenly both Su-Chis fade out and the world became black. Alex turned around. He saw the little Alex standing in front of him. He was dressed by a white cloak. His fur was white, too. Slowly Alex’s look moved to himself. He was naked. His clothes had disappeared a few seconds before. He was also covered with blood. The blood of his foes…

>> Do you know this side of yourself? << the little Alex said…

>> My… my bad side? << Alex asked.

The little Alex nodded. Behind him appeared Cris. She wore a leather dress and she held a whip in her right hand…

>> That is the side you don’t want to see. That is your blood-covered, horny side… <<

Silence… Alex stared at Cris…

>> Baka! <<
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Alex laid in his bed. His eyes were closed. Sweet flew down his face. He mumbled some words. Keegan sat next to him and looked worried to him. Slowly Keegan took the towel from Alex’s forehead, put it into a bucket filled with cold water and replaced it at Alex’s forehead. Cris sat on a chair on the other side of Alex’s bed.

>> He’s such a idiot. How silly you must be to run through the night after a sauna visit without taking a cold bath after it? Baka, Baka, Baka! << Cris said.

Keegan’s hand slowly moved to Alex’s hand and it enclosed Alex’s one. His hand was cold.

>> Please awake soon… << he thought.

But Alex was still without consciousness. Keegan stood up and left the room to catch some candles. Cris stayed alone with Alex. She stood up, too and she walked to his bed…

>> Erm… <<

She sat down at Keegan’s chair and take his cold hand.

>> Why do you always make more and more problems? Can you answer me why, Alex? You’re not as bad as I first thought, but your behavior… You fear me, don’t you? <<

She heard Keegan coming back and quickly she left her place. She sat down onto her old chair…

>> Did Alex move during the minutes I wasn’t here? << Keegan asked her while he was entering the room.

Slowly he light a candle and put it on the table next to the bed. He sighed.

>> No… << Cris replied some seconds later.

Silence. Noiseless Keegan took Alex’s hand again. Alex continued to mumble some unintelligible words… In that moment Dustin entered the room. He looked worried… Keegan and Cris noticed him.

>> Do you want to sit down? << Keegan said without taking his look from Alex.

>> Yes <<

Dustin went next to Keegan and took another chair. He sighed while he sat down…

>> You look more badly than I. Are you so worried about Alex? << Keegan asked.

>> I am worried about him, too, but I received a letter from my father. You know he lives on Twar Island. He is ill… <<

>> Your father? I’ve never seen him… <<

>> Of course not, because he dislike the civilization. He was a hunter all the time and lived alone all the time. Then he met my mother and both moved to a little town on the Ainessian Coast. Two years ago my mother died of cause of a riot… She was murdered by a bull… <<

A little tear appeared in Dustin’s eyes… 

>> Sorry… I didn’t know that… <<

>> You needn’t, it’s okay. After my mother died, my father moved back to Twar Island… <<

>> And he is ill now? What kind of illness he got? <<

>> He is infected by… Sosora
. <<

A sad expression appeared at Dustin’s face.

>> And why don’t you send the antidote? I think you are able to purchase it. <<

>> But he is in the last stadium… Look on which day the letter was written… <<

Keegan takes the letter.

>> 2nd October? Are you kidding? << Keegan said surprised.

>> No, it’s real. If I send it, It will reach him too late… <<

Dustin lowered his head…

>> Why don’t you asked Lord Regin? You know how he will react… He’s a little bit harsh, but I think he agrees, if you want to save your father… << Keegan said after a few minutes.

Suddenly it knocked at the door and Lord Regin stood in it…

>> Lord Regin… << Dustin and Keegan said at the same time.

>> I heard that Alex doesn’t look good at the moment and I decided to look after him. Well, what happened to him… << Regin spoke while he was going towards Alex’s bed.

>> Alex tried the sauna just yesterday. He forgot to take the cold bath after the visit and he ran through the cold night… I think he got a cold or something like that… << Keegan replied.

Lord Regin took the last chair in the room and sat down next to Cris.

>> And what’s about you, Cris? Did you think about my offer? <<

>> I am still thinking about… <<

>> You know you’ll have to leave the castle soon if you don’t accept it… <<

>> I know, I know… << Cris said.

Slowly Keegan stood up and went next to Cris…

>> I am going to carry a new bucket of water. Cris, I need you help… <<

>> But you are… << she tried to response…

>> I need your help! << Keegan said again.

>> Well, let’s go. <<

Cris joined Keegan and both left the room. In the hall Cris asked Keegan some things…

>> What should that? <<

>> Dustin must be alone with Lord Regin… He is a little bit shy to ask for help… <<

Cris nodded. Both left the building…
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>> Uhm… <<

Alex laid in his bed. Slowly he opened his green eyes and looked at the ceiling…

>> What… what happened to me? <<

He moved his hand to his forehead. But he didn’t feel any heat…

>> Where’s Keegan? <<

A little bit sleepy he looked around, but he noticed that nobody’s there…

>> What’s wrong if I take a little nap? <<

He got up and took his sword. Carefully he hung it at his belt and he left the room to walk to the castle yard…

Many gray clouds hung at the sky. A cold wind blew against his body, Alex’s wings moved in the wind. He noticed that the noise from the market place some hundred meters wasn’t as loud as normal. He watched the sky while we went across the yard. Slowly his look moved over Regin’s quarters in the highest tower of Ainessa’s Castle. Lord Regin stood on the balcony…

>> Alex, are you so nice and would you come upstairs? << Regin shouted to Alex.

Without thinking Alex spread his wings and flight to the balcony.

>> Good Morning, Lord Regin-sama. <<

>> Well, did you revived from your cold? <<

>> I… I had a cold? <<

>> You even broke down in the tavern. I was very worried about you. You know that you are one of my best knights? <<

>> Sorry that I worried you… but did you want to talk with me? <<

>> That can wait… Did you noticed that you don’t see Keegan anywhere? <<

Alex looked around…

>> No, I don’t see him. Can you say me where he is? <<

>> Well, Alex. I have a job for you… Keegan, Dustin and Cris left the castle just a hour ago… Dustin’s father is ill and the three just started a voyage to Twar Island, an isle in front of the Ainessian coast… <<

>> And you want to ask me, if I join them? <<

>> Yes,… Payment is 20 gold coins now and 80 when you come back… <<

>> Accepted. Even without payment… <<

>> Very well… You may even take another person with you… <<

>> Thank you a lot, Lord Regin-sama… <<

Alex stroke with his winds and dived to the ground. Softly he landed on the grass. Alex walked through the streets until he smelled sulfur.

>> Wait a sec… << he said to himself.

Alex smiled and turned to his right. He stood in front of Mike’s workshop. He slowly went to the entrance…

>> Mike? Are you there? <<

Alex touched the door and pressed a little bit. The door loudly opened.

>> Mike? <<

>> I am here. Just behind you… <<

Alex turned around…

>> Oh… well… Hi! << Alex said.

>> Hi! <<

Mike smiled. Alex scratched the back of his head.

>> Well, I want to ask you, if you are interested at a little adventure. Additional you will get the half of my payment. <<

>> Of course, I am interested. What shall I take with me? <<

Alex was surprised. He didn’t expect that reaction.

>> I think it will become dangerous. Take an armor and your huge axe. <<

Mike nodded and he disappeared in his workshop. Minutes later he left the building with his huge battle axe and a huge shoulder protection on his right shoulder…

>> Shall we start? << Mike asked.

Alex walked behind him and surrounded his chest with his arms. Slowly he began to strike with his wings. The symbol of the water appeared at his forehead and they lifted off…
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The sun shone through some holes between the clouds. It became cold during the last weeks. And the weather slowly turned to autumn-like. Trees began to color their leaves red, brown or yellow and they fell down time by time. The wind was cold, because the direction of it changed. A gust blew from the north, from Gannon.

Keegan, Cris and Dustin arrived at a small village called Hebtar. Keegan and Dustin wore their armors. Cris instead wore a pinkish dress with some white boots. Additional she got a blue cape from Lord Regin. At her side was a long knife. Her long violet hair moved in the wind…

>> Well, what are we doing here? << Cris asked not very pleasured.

>> What’s about having lunch? << Keegan replied.

>> Didn’t Lord Regin give us some food? <<

>> No… << Dustin said harsh.

Keegan and Dustin went into a little food store while Cris remained outside. The store was quite normal and small. A bar in the middle of the room, some light shone through the two windows and food was everywhere…

>> Anybody here? << Keegan asked polite.

>> I am coming… <<

A old looking raccoon appeared in the dark.

>> I just fed my fish in the pond beyond the shop. << the raccoon said.

>> It doesn’t matter. We want to buy some supplies. <<

>> How many? <<

>> For two days. << Dustin answered.

>> Only you two? <<

>> No, our friend is waiting outside. <<

The raccoon took a sac and filled it with vegetables, some kind of meat and two huge water bottles. Some seconds later he handed it to Dustin.

>> 2 Gold pieces, please… <<

Keegan took his wallet and put three gold coins into the raccoon’s hand. He looked confused at Keegan.

>> What? <<

>> Keep up that good work. << Keegan said.

Slowly he turned around and left the store. Dustin followed him. In the meantime Cris found a nice chair next to the wall of the store and she had sat down.

>> Why did it take so long? <<

>> Be happy that you needn’t carry the supplies… << Keegan replied.

Suddenly they heard a unnatural sound. Everybody looked to the sky. Some people ran into their houses. Some others began to shout.

>> There’s something at the sky! <<

Keegan, Dustin and Cris watched the object until Cris recognized that thing…

>> Oh no! Not him again! << she said.

>> Who is it? << Dustin asked.

In that moment Keegan saw who was coming.

>> Alex! << he shouted and waved to him.

It was Alex flying through the air. He carried Mike between his arms.

>> Keegan! I am coming! <<

Softly Alex landed on the street and he released his grip from Mike.

>> Thank you for the nice trip… << Mike said.

>> It doesn’t matter. << Alex replied.

Alex turned to Keegan and hugged him as close as he could.

>> I missed you, my dear Keegan. I missed you so much… <<

>> I am happy that you’re okay… I was very worried about you. Suddenly you broke down without saying anything. And your forehead was so hot… <<

A tear flew down his jowl. The people dared to return to normal life but nearly everybody stared at Keegan and Alex. They began to rumor.

>> Is that gryphon a female? <<

>> No, I think the fox is a female… <<

>> I can’t believe my eyes. Are both male? <<

>> Mom, what are they doing? <<

>> Don’t look! They’re weird… <<

>> Gay! Gay! Gay! <<

But Alex and Keegan weren’t interested at that what others say. They hugged each other close and inning. Then they looked in each others eyes and Alex pressed his beak onto Keegan’s muzzle to kiss him. A surprised expression appeared at his face, but then he joined and both kissed each other a long time…

Dustin blushed, because not even hetero ones did this at the middle of the road. Cris stood next to them. She felled ashamed, because she belonged to them, but that’s the thing Cris hated. Alex’s behavior… Although never knew that she belonged to them, a feeling of shame claimed their body.

>> Good, that I am a female. << she thought.

After some minutes Keegan and Alex broke the kiss and they joined the others…

>> Next time you do that when you are ALONE! << Cris said angry.

>> Wait until you found your lover… << Alex replied.

>> I won’t… <<

>> What do you mean? << Keegan asked.

>> I won’t find a lover here? <<

>> Why? <<

>> No humans… <<

>> So are you thinking that humans only fit to humans and furries only to furries? << Alex asked.

>> No, but I dislike your fur… and feathers, too. They are disturbing me… <<

>> So. I am disturbing you, my fur and my feathers are disturbing you. What part of me doesn’t disturb you, huh? <<

>> No one. Even your beak is disturbing me. <<

Alex became angry. Really angry. He released his arms from Keegan and turned to her fixing her with his eyes. His eyes became blue. The same icy blue when he fought against the second dragon. Keegan felt Alex collecting his energy. The symbol of the water appeared at his forehead.

>> Now you’ve done it… I only try to be nice to you and I do my own things, but you say all the time that I AM DISTURBING YOU! << Alex shouted.

Alex’s voice changed. It get a touch of evil.

>> So… you want to fight me again? << Cris asked provocative.

>> Yes, I want… <<

Suddenly Mike and Keegan jumped between them.

>> No fight here… << Mike began.

>> That’s not the place to clear that problem. << Keegan continued.

>> Have you ever thought about that innocent people? <<

>> Alex, did you think that these people are acceptable victims of your aggressions? <<

>> Well… Erm… <<

Alex didn’t know what to say. Keegan and Mike were right. There was no reason to demolish that city while he and Cris were fighting. And perhaps he would even kill one of his friends at least…

>> You’re right, Keegan… << Alex said.

He lowered his head and a tear appeared in his eyes. The symbol disappeared and his rage had gone away. Slowly he passed by Cris.

>> Ok, guys… Let’s go… <<

His and her look met in the air. His anger was still there and he one, too…
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After a long walk the group arrived at a nice river in the middle of Ainessa. It was called “Dunak”. It was the name of the first king of Ainessa after the great conflict between Ainessa and Radon. Tired they followed the river until they arrived at a small forest. Keegan felt a familiar feeling, when they entered the forest. Quickly they prepared a camp fire and they were going to sleep. Alex lay under the clear sky and watched the stars. He also noticed Ignis shining at the sky. He yawned. Suddenly he heard a strange noise. He turned his head to his left and saw Keegan standing up and leaving the place. Noiseless Alex tried to follow him…

>> I am wondering what he want to do in the middle of the night? <<

Alex followed Keegan a long time. Keegan seemed to know the way.

>> Why does he walk so confident? Has he been here before? << Alex asked himself.

Keegan reached the border of the forest and he went across a wheat field. Alex could see a little village at the other side of the field. Slowly he continued to follow him. In front of the main entrance of the village Keegan stopped. With out any warning he turned around and looked at Alex. Alex couldn’t believe his eyes. Keegan walked back to him, kissed Alex’s forehead and smiled.

>> I knew it the whole time that you’re following me… <<

>> But how did you know? <<

>> I know you good enough to know that you would follow me even to hell… << Keegan said.

Alex blushed.

>> Well, you’re right… I would even follow you to hell… <<

Gently Alex caressed Keegan’s chest and Keegan laid his arms onto his back. Silence… Alex only heard Keegan’s breath blowing at his feathers. Keegan felt Alex’s warmth and his heartbeat. They stood there for about ten minutes. Then Keegan broke the silence…

>> I’d love it, if you follow me… <<

>> Sure, I will follow you… <<

They released the grip from each other and Keegan took Alex’s hand. Slowly Keegan led through the streets of the village. Alex saw light burning in some windows, but nobody was outside at that moment. Suddenly they heard the bell of the church. It stroke ten times. Seconds after the last strike they arrived at the market place. It was lighted by Ignis’s red light. In the middle of it stood a great oak. Keegan went to it and touched it.

>> Long time no see, Aaron… << Keegan said.

>> Who’s Aaron? <<

>> He stood in front of you. That’s Aaron… <<

Keegan stroke over the trunk.

>> And how do you know that? << Alex asked.

>> Well, Alex. That’s Zannai Pa. <<

Keegan spread his arms and turned around in a circle.

>> That all is Zannai Pa! My hometown! <<

>> Really? <<

Keegan stopped. He stood in front of Alex. Both were under the oak. Lighted by Ignis. Slowly Keegan’s hand moved across his clothes. Alex’s eyes became wide when he saw that Keegan began to draw off his clothes…

>> What are you doing? << Alex asked confused.

>> I often wanted to do forbidden things, but I always was well-behaved. Then I met you and we fell in love with each other. A strong love. And now I want to do a forbidden thing… with you… <<

Keegan continued to draw off his clothes. Alex stood there and watched the scene. Then Keegan stood in front of him…. Naked… 

>> What’s on, Alex? Come on… <<

A strange feeling grew in Alex’s body. He was used to feel that feeling… He was losing control over his body… Again!

>> Yes, Keegan… <<

Alex lost the last bit of control over his body and he could only see himself drawing off his clothes. He formed his and Keegan’s clothes to a pile. Now he was naked, too.

>> Was that forbidden enough? << Alex asked…

>> No! << Keegan said slightly.

He showed with his hand to the oak. He was asking him to sit down in front of that tree. Alex followed his wish. He sat down in front of the oak. Keegan knelt in front of him spreading his legs. Keegan sat himself down between Alex’s legs. Alex laid his hands onto Keegan’s breast muscles. Keegan leant his head against Alex’s chest. Both sighed…

>> Is that forbidden enough? << Alex asked a second time…

>> Yes… that’s forbidden enough… I like it to lay in your arms… <<

>> Your warmth and your nearness. They are so beautiful… <<

>> I love you, Alex… <<

>> I love you, too, Keegan… <<

Both looked up to the sky. They saw the stars shining at the sky.

>> What do you think about stars… What are they? << Keegan asked…

>> Well, I can say what they really are, but you won’t understand that… We have already discovered what stars are. I know it, but I won’t say it… Please say me what you think… << Alex replied…

Alex began to rub Keegan’s chest.

>> I think each of them is another world. Each little point is another sun with an other blue planet where we can live… << Keegan told him.

Alex smiled and continued rubbing Keegan’s chest…

>> Not bad, Keegan… Not bad… << Alex said with low volume.

Keegan laid his hands onto Alex’s thighs and they stroke across his fur. Alex began to chirp. He felt the pleasure flooding his body…

>> Well, Keegan… I want to ask you some things… << Alex said.

>> What is it, Alex? <<

>> I want to know what you thought when you saw me the first time… <<

>> The first time? <<

>> Yeah, the first time… <<

>> Well, let me think a little bit… You mean the first time when you stood in front of me naked? <<

>> Yes. I mean that situation… <<

>> I though that you may be interesting and perhaps we would becoming friends… <<

Alex heard something in his voice he disliked. A kind of lie… 

>> Oh Keegan… please be honest… <<

>> Well, I feared you. We met the first time and I saw you naked. Your body was scaring me. You looked so good. Your figure, your face… I thought a kind of: “He is so beautiful!” I couldn’t believe that I liked such a body of a guy… In that moment you were disturbing my world… My thoughts shot through my mind. I thought you were at least one reason to become gay. <<

>> Thank you a lot, Keegan-chan… Thank you… <<

Keegan’s words hit Alex’s heart… They were so beautiful in his ears… He laid his head onto Keegan’s one. Suddenly he noticed that he started to cry. Alex couldn’t hold back his tears.

>> Thank you… << Alex repeated a lot of times.

His tear flew over his jowls and he dripped at Keegan’s head. Alex held Keegan as close as he could. He didn’t want to let him go….

>> Thank you… <<

Alex sat there holding Keegan in his arms as close as he could and crying. The stars were over them and the wind blew over the ground…

     To be continued…

� Sosora: Slowly Infection of the heart. Takes about a month to cause a coronary. Antidote found about five years ago. But the medicine is very expensive. Antidote only known in civilized areas. (Fictional Illness)  





