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Chapter sixteen – The legend of Ainessa’s Martyrs

1/11/612  10:44 AM

Peacefully the ship floated over the sea. The sun shone from the sky. Some clouds still were on the sky. A freezing gust blew over the ocean. Alex and Keegan lay onto the wooden floor of the crow eerie. Both still slept. Downstairs Mike had decided to make a little walk around the deck. His brown fur moved in the wind. He breathed in the fresh sea air. A feeling of pleasure let him smile. He leant onto the rail and watched the horizon. He recognized Ssslith flying over the sea. He carried a pack of fish in his arms. He beat with his wings quickly and he came closer to the boat. He flight around the crow eerie. He caused a lot of wind, because he wanted to awake Alex and Keegan. Alex’s eyes moved. They opened slowly. Ssslith floated in front of Alex while he beat with his huge wings. Alex yawned a long time. With his sleepy eyes he looked at Ssslith.

>> Good morning, Alex. Get up and enjoy the day. << Ssslith said with a smile on his face. Alex looked at himself, then at Ssslith again.

>> Morning… << he sleepy said.

He yawned a second time.

>> Was it such a hot night? <<

Alex nodded and yawned.

>> You are really tired, aren’t you? Well, breakfast is soon. I hope will two will join us. <<

>> Sure… << Alex answered.

Ssslith landed onto the wooden floor of the deck.

>> Everybody… Breakfast’s ready… << he shouted.

He looked up to the crow eerie and he opened the door towards the dinner room…

1/11/612  11:01 AM

Still sleepy Alex and Keegan walked along the hall. In the meantime they get dressed. Alex yawned before he opened the door. Cris, Ssslith, Mike and Dustin were sitting at the table. The ship owner wasn’t, because he had to take control over the boat. He had had his breakfast some time before taking control over the ship. Alex and Keegan took place at the table. Keegan sat between Mike and Dustin. Alex sat between Ssslith and Cris. It was a slight breakfast. Some fish Ssslith had caught, Some bread, butter and a little nice salad. It wasn’t much, but they were happy to have that. Alex began to eat…

>> How long we will need to arrive at Twar Island? << Dustin asked.

>> I think we will arrive this afternoon. Don’t worry. We will be there soon enough. << Mike replied.

>> I know, but I have some doubt about that. The whole journey I thought we will be there soon enough, but now I fear to see my father’s dead… <<

>> We will be successful, Dustin… Trust me… << Keegan added.

>> Sure, Keegan… <<

Cris was finished. She collected her dishes and he walked near to Alex.

>> I hope you two had washed your hands… << she whispered into Alex’s ear.

>> What do you mean? << Alex whispered back while taking another fish.

>> You know what I mean… << she replied.

>> You mean… <<

>> What you two did during the last night… <<

>> You know it? << Alex looked at her with wide eyes.

>> I couldn’t sleep, so I decided to do a walk around the deck. Then I heard a strange sound… <<

Alex blushed. He looked to Keegan. Keegan didn’t noticed Alex’s gaze looking for help. Some seconds later he turned back to Cris…

>> No, I didn’t wash my hands. Keegan too. <<

>> That doesn’t matter. I want to know if you two did what I think last night… <<

A displeasured feeling appeared in Alex. He didn’t know what to say. And he couldn’t ask Keegan. He had to make a decision. He thought some seconds. He thought that he found a way out of that dilemma.

>> What will you do when I say No… <<

>> Then it isn’t important anymore, because your last sentence said me enough… << Cris said.

>> Damned! << Alex thought.

>> Erm… No, we didn’t do what you think. I was in bed and Keegan had to work. See? << Alex asked.

Cris sighed.

>> Well… I believe you, but there’s still a doubt, but… Aww… Forget it… <<

>> What should I forget? <<

>> Nothing of your business… <<

Cris turned around and she put her dishes onto a table next to a kettle. Then she left the room. Alex sighed and he finished his breakfast…

1/11/612  6:34 PM

The sun was near to the horizon and the wind calmed a little bit. The ship was near to the coast of Twar Island, their destination. Alex and Keegan stood onto the bow. Their clothes and Alex’s wings moved in the wind. The red sunlight shone bright.

>> It’s wonderful, isn’t it? << Keegan asked.

Alex watched the landscape.

>> Yeah, it is… << he answered.

>> This is one of the few remaining paradises of Ainessa. Can you imagine? <<

>> Why is it one of the few remaining ones? Are they disappearing? <<

>> A kind of that… You know Ainessa’s situation at the moment. A lot of wars destroyed the landscape and now Lord Regin needs as much money as he can get. He forces the poor people to work hard. They should use every piece of Ainessa’s landscape as possible. <<

>> And we stay in the castle until we have to fight? <<

>> Yeah… <<

Keegan lowered his head.

>> That’s not the right way. << Alex slightly said.

>> I know… << Keegan added.

>> I feel really bad knowing that we have a nice life in the castle while people outside of it are working hard for some money. I can imagine that they don’t get much… <<

>> 10 gold pieces… <<

>> What? << Alex asked.

>> 10 Gold pieces… No more… <<

>> But how can they survive with such an amount of money? <<

>> They can, but each month is a new challenge for them. Especially now… <<

>> Why now? <<

>> Because the winter is coming… We have a nice castle and some warm clothes, but they often only have a shirt and some pants. Not even shoes… <<

>> I didn’t know that… I am so sorry… <<

>> It isn’t your fault. You know the castle is big and you always stay inside, because you can find everything you need. You don’t notice the life people live outside. Every time I saw you spending some money with a smile on your face, my heart hurt. I thought if you would still smile when you know that… <<

>> I wouldn’t… It’s horrible… <<

>> How do you think about that? What do you want to do when we return? <<

>> I think I will talk to Lord Regin… <<

>> You want what? <<

>> You understood me correctly… I want to offer my help to work. Why shouldn’t I help repairing the tower which was destroyed during the battle against the dragon? With my magical skill I will be a handy help… <<

Keegan looked into Alex’s eyes. He saw a kind of determination in them. Suddenly the movement of the ship stopped. They had arrived at Twar Island. Keegan turned around and he saw Dustin running along the beach towards a little house near the border of the forest. He held a little package in his hands…
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The sun vanished behind the horizon. In a calm way Alex, Keegan and Ssslith walked along the beach towards the little house. All of their stuff remained on the ship. They only wore some light clothes. Alex wore a snow-white shirt and his brown pants. Keegan wore the same as Alex except he is wearing black pants instead. Ssslith wore his dark blue cloak and some dark brown pants cut off on his knees. No one had taken his weapon. No one except Alex. His oversized spatula reflected the remaining sunlight.

>> Are you able to fight with that spatula? << Ssslith asked him.

>> Yeah, I am. Don’t you believe me? <<

>> No, but I am not used to see somebody fighting with a cooking tool… <<

>> Should I prove my fighting skills? <<

>> I’ve never fought against a spatula before. Sure, let’s fight! <<

>> May I fight him? << Alex asked Keegan.

Keegan smiled.

>> Of course you may… <<

Keegan went away from them.

>> I am waiting for you at Dustin’s father’s house… << he said while he waved to Alex.

>> Sure… << Alex replied.

The waves collapsed near to the seaboard. Slowly Alex took his spatula. Ssslith let his fangs glow in the sunlight.

>> With or without magic? << Ssslith asked.

>> I would say… with magic… << Alex replied.

Both concentrated and their symbols appeared at their foreheads. This time Alex could see which symbol was at Ssslith’s forehead. It was the symbol of Ice. It had the shape of eight dark blue leaves forming a circle. It reminded Alex on a flower.

>> So you are a ice magician? << Alex asked.

>> Yeah. I am able to use some ice magic… How’s about you? <<

>> I am a level-2 water magician… <<

>> I remember. The inner elemental magic still have the ranking of spells… <<

>> Right. Ice is an outer elemental… <<

>> Then I needn’t fear the “Wave of Tension”… << Ssslith said grinning.

>> You know the “Wave of Tension”? <<

>> Yeah… It’s the most effective water spell against me… <<

>> Do you know that I am able to use it? <<

>> What? <<

>> But I am not allowed to use it… Your luck… <<

>> Yeah, I am lucky… <<

Silence… Only the noise of the waves sounded over the place.

>> Mizu no Aura… << Alex slightly said.

Ssslith only smiled. Alex began to glow in a weak blue light. He tightly enclosed the seize of his spatula. Suddenly Ssslith jumped high into the air and spread his wings. Quickly he dived downwards to Alex. He lunged at him. Alex blocked with his spatula. Both jumped back.

>> Not bad! << Ssslith commented.

>> You’re good… <<

Alex ran towards Ssslith and lunged at him with his spatula. Ssslith dodged easily and stroke with his claws. Alex noticed it too late and Ssslith hit him at his right arm. Ssslith scratched three little wounds into Alex’s flesh next to his brand. Pain flew through his arm. Alex fixed Ssslith a long time. Blood flew out of his wounds.

>> You’re really good. You was able to hurt me… << Alex said smiling.

>> I am glad that you take that injury so calmly… <<

Alex grinned evilly.

>> C’mon! <<

>> I will come, Ssslith… <<

Alex stopped to glow. He concentrated a lot. His symbol finally vanished.

>> What are you doing? << Ssslith asked confused.

>> Hiryaa! << Alex screamed while he ran towards Ssslith.

Alex lunged at Ssslith again. He dodged again and stroke back. Alex was quicker than before and he blocked with his spatula. Ssslith saw a change to beat Alex. He attacked him a lot. Alex only blocked his attacks without striking back. Ssslith looked a little bit confused. He didn’t understand why Alex only blocked and evaded his attacks. He noticed that Alex followed a spiral…

>> He has a plan! << Ssslith thought.

Alex continued blocking Ssslith’s attacks while he grinned. Alex saw some sweat flying through the air.

>> That’s good… It will work for sure… << Alex said.

>> What will work? <<

>> You will see it… <<

Alex dodged again. He was near to the center of the spiral. Only a few steps…

>> I will catch ya in the center! <<

>> I don’t think so… << Alex replied.

Ssslith lunged at Alex. He acted soon enough. He evaded by an somersault. He arrived at the center of the spiral. He put the spatula at his back quickly. At that moment Ssslith noticed a strong wind. That wind also followed the spiral.

>> You’re in my trap. Game over, pal! <<

>> Damned! <<

Alex raised his fist very quickly. It rotated and that wind became very strong. Little sand pieces flight through the air.

>> Rise of the Dragon! << Alex shouted.

A wall of cold air caught Ssslith. The wind formed a tornado heading for the sky. Ssslith couldn’t resist it. He lost contact with the ground and he lifted off. Alex watched Ssslith flying away by the tornado.

>> Now I will finish him… << Alex thought.

He took his spatula and he spread his wings. He also lifted off while beating with his wings and he tried to follow Ssslith. He raised faster than him. When Alex was right over him, he did his finishing move. He stroke with his spatula and send him downwards.

>> Aquarius dominantus! <<

Alex’s symbol appeared and he created a water bubble at the beach. Ssslith impacted on it. Alex landed right next to him. Ssslith had fainted some seconds before. He lay on the bubble without consciousness. Alex examined the part he had hit with his spatula. Slowly his hands moved over Ssslith’s scaled body.

>> He has a beautiful body… His scales are a good armor… I would wonder if I hurt him… << Alex thought.

When he didn’t finally found a wound, he sighed. He looked to the ship and he saw Cris, Mike and the ship owner walked along the beach. Alex waited for them until they arrived. Cris first looked at Ssslith, then at Alex and his wound…

>> You’re always searching for a reason to fight, aren’t you? << Cris said in a provocative tone.

>> No, but he didn’t believe that I can fight with such a cooking tool… <<

>> You can’t fight with it… << Cris replied.

>> Should I proof it? << Alex asked.

>> No need for it. Not yet, of course… <<

>> What do you mean by that? << Alex asked while he looked at Cris confused.

>> I will challenge you, when I want to… <<

Cris passed him by. Slowly she walked along the beach towards the house. Alex watched her some seconds. Then he turned around and shook his head.

>> Mike? Can you help me to carry him? << Alex asked while showing at Ssslith.

>> Sure, Alex. << Mike answered.

Alex took his arms and Mike took his legs. While the waves were collapsing at the coast and the last sunlight was disappearing, they arrived at the little house laying at the beach…
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Slowly Alex opened the door of the house. A weak candle light spent some light. Inside were only a few furniture. Some spears lay on a little table right next to a burning candle. Furs of animals hung on the walls. Alex entered the room followed by Mike. They laid Ssslith down on the ground. At the opposite side was a bed. Keegan and Dustin sat on two big rocks next to the bed. Cris took the last free seat. Alex came closer to the bed. He saw Dustin’s father lying there. His breath was flat.

>> Did you already gave him the antidote, Dustin? << Alex asked.

>> Of course. We have to wait. The antidote is pretty new. The girl in the shop told me I had to wait about a half hour. <<

>> What will happen then? << Mike also asked.

>> Either he will awake and he’ll die. The chance of surviving is about 75 per cent. << Dustin answered.

Nobody said anything. All except Ssslith sat or stand around the bed. Dustin and Mike closed their eyes. Alex noticed Keegan starting to pray. Alex went next to him.

>> To which god are you praying? << Alex whispered into his ear.

>> To Fenix, my patron saint… << Keegan replied.

Alex watched the scene. He heard the wheel of time. Every second seemed to be an eternity. The candle fire moved in the wind. The wind blew strong and cold. The ship owner shivered a little bit. Alex remembered at his own experience he had made during his childhood. He saw again how he had searched for his father after the explosion in the power plant. During he had walked through the halls, he had still hoped to find his father alive…

>> Father… << Alex slightly said.

Every detail had burned into his mind. His office had been a mess. A lot of stuff and dust had lawn on the ground. Blood had been at the wall… Alex couldn’t forget that moment.

>> Father… << Alex said again.

At that moment Dustin’s father opened his eyes. Dustin opened his eyes quickly and he stared at his father unbelieving.

>> Salvator… << Dustin said while he was hugging his father.

>> My little Dustin… << Salvator replied.

A tear rolled over Dustin’s jowl. Everyone smiled of cause of seeing Dustin so happy. After some second both released their hug.

>> How are you going, father? << Dustin asked.

>> Better now… << Salvator replied.

Dustin sighed.

>> Are those all your friends? <<

>> They are only a few. I’d like to introduce them. First that black gryphon is Alex Eagle. << Dustin told.

Alex smiled and nodded.

>> Then my best friend Keegan… <<

>> I am glad that you’re fine, Salvator. << Keegan added.

>> Then that girl without fur and those violet hair is Cris. She’s a human… <<

>> A human… You know that the humans died out about 200 years ago? << Salvator asked Cris.

>> No… I just arrived two weeks ago. Can you tell me why the humans died out? <<

>> Sure. My father and your grandfather, Dustin, told me about a race called humans living in Ainessa hundreds of years ago. <<

While Salvator told them the legend about the humans, all sat down around his bed. He continued.

>> We, the Ainessian people, and the humans lived in Ainessa peacefully. We often traded with the humans and they often traded with us. It should be a nice time, but then something strange happened. They began to vanish… <<

>> Do you why? << Mike asked.

>> Yeah… They began to argue a lot. They discovered a huge gold amount in the north of Ainessa. One thing we noticed was that humans in general become jealous very easily. A horrible war began. The mankind was separated in three parties. First the owner of the gold amount, Second the poor south of the eastern Ainessa and at least the western Ainessa. During that time we only lived in the middle and the south of Ainessa… The north belonged the humans, but during the war they destroyed themselves. The remaining humans searched for help in the middle of Ainessa. But some of them still tried to conquer some land. Lord Rion Faolan, King of South Ainessa, took his army and killed those violent human. Those who survived left Ainessa over the mountains in the north. Nobody has seen any human for a long time… I am surprised that you are here, young lady. <<

>> Originally I came from a world far away. I landed here by an accident. << Cris replied with a friendly voice.

>> I see… <<

>> Well, father… Then this is Mike, the Minotaur. He’s a blacksmith and he came from a kingdom called Greece, didn’t you? << Dustin continued.

>> Yeah. That’s my country I belong to… << Mike added.

>> Then right behind him laying on the ground is Ssslith Silentclaw. We met him just in Hikari Kioko. He’s just accompanying us. <<

>> He’s a dragon, isn’t he? << Salvator asked.

>> Yeah. << Alex answered.

>> That shy person brought us to Twar Island. <<

>> Hi… << the ship owner replied shy

>> That’s all of us… <<

>> Your friends are really interesting. It reminds me at another old story my father told me. It is the legend of Ainessa’s Martyrs. <<

>> Ainessa’s Martyrs? << Keegan asked.

>> Well… you all know that I fought against Hendrick some time ago, don’t you? << Alex interrupted.

All except Salvator nodded.

>> He also mentioned the legend of Ainessa’s Martyrs… <<

>> Did he? << Mike asked.

>> Yeah. Some minutes before I killed him. I can still remember… He only accepted Gannon’s job, because he wanted to become one of the Ainessa’s Martyrs. Can you tell us the legend, Salvator? <<

>> Sure, my young gryphon friend. The legend of Ainessa’s Martyrs tells about a group of Ainessian people. Nine heroes will fight against the personification of evil. They origins are mixed. Each of them has another hometown, another power and another special ability. Their bravery and loyalty to the Ainessian Lord is indescribable. <<

>> Are Ainessa’s Martyrs only male? << Keegan interrupted.

>> No. Two really strong ladies are part of Ainessa’s Martyrs, too. The group will be lead by a male and a female one. Both together are an unbeatable team. <<

>> Can you tell me something about the male leader? <<

>> Sure, sure… The male leader is the best example of a warrior and leader. Controller of the wet element and member of the race with wings. He is very brave and loyal to his friends. His fighting abilities are very good and he is able to fight with every weapon you can imagine. His wings are huge and when he is flying, even the Lord of Ainessa will stare at him. <<

>> Hey, Alex. I think that description fits on you… << Keegan noticed.

>> You’re right. << Dustin added.

Alex smiled.

>> He is also the one, who will die first during the battle against the evil. He sacrificed himself to save his friends, but at least he will fail. The evil was even too strong for him. The evil will hunt down everybody of Ainessa’s Martyrs. But the evil will be beaten by the last. Seeing his friends dead around him will set free his sealed power. He also will sacrifice himself to destroy that evil soul. Their death will rescue Ainessa and its population. <<

>> So all of Ainessa’s Martyrs will die? << Cris asked.

>> Yeah… That’s the legend… << Salvator answered.

>> It doesn’t sound so good… It would be nice to be one of Ainessa’s Martyrs, but I don’t want to die that easily and early. << Alex commented.

>> Even if you become one of Ainessas Martyrs, you still have the ability to life without an foreordained destiny, everybody can do what he or she wants, as long as that person believes that he or she can, even staying alive. << Cris added.

>> She’s right. Be happy that you have such a wise person with you, young gryphon. << Salvator agreed.

Cris grinned. Alex instead sighed.
>> That’s the legend the Ainessian people tell to their children. It will be a horrible time, when the evil will arrive, but at least Ainessa will be rescued by those brave heroes. << Salvator repeated.

Suddenly Keegan yawned.

>> I am sorry, but how’s about going to bed? << Keegan asked with his tired voice.

He looked around and saw they nodding a little bit… Alex and Keegan stood up and Alex hugged Keegan from behind.

>> Do you want to sleep with me? << Alex gently whispered into Keegan’s ear.

>> Only sleeping… no more, okay? <<

>> Sure… This time are too many of the others around us… <<

>> You’re only thinking about the same? <<

>> No, but you’re my first love and I want to have fun with you. In the first way as well as in the second way. <<

>> Then let’s have fun in the first way… <<

Keegan gave Alex a little kiss onto his beak. He took a nice place for sleeping. Slowly Alex followed him. They began to hug and snuggle each other until they fell asleep…
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Peacefully Salvator’s house lay in the sunlight of the rising sun. Ssslith directly lay into the sunlight shining through the window. Slowly he awake and opened his eyes. Some minutes he only looked into the sun light. Clouds went across the sky. It was cold, very cold. But he didn’t shiver. He grumbled and got up. While he was looking around, he noticed a light pain in his belly.

>> Erm… what the…? Aww… I remember… Alex hit me there with his spatula… I won’t doubt anymore that he can fight with it. But his trick was impressive. << Ssslith said to himself.

Calmly he watched the room. He saw Alex and Keegan snuggling at the floor. Cris lay in the bed. Mike in front of it. Dustin slept on a chair while his head was lying on the table. Ssslith listened to the noise Alex and Keegan did while sleeping with a smile on his face. He turned around and left the house. Outside he stretched himself.

>> Already awake? <<

He turned to his left. He saw Salvator sitting on a tree stump.

>> Are you Dustin’s father? << Ssslith asked.

>> Yes, I am. I want to thank you accompanying my son. <<

>> You needn’t. I didn’t know what to do with my whole free time. I mostly sat under a tree or I flight through the air. <<

>> Don’t you have a job or something like that? << Salvator asked.

>> No… I look for food when I am hungry, I sleep, when I am tired. That is my live… <<

>> Do you have any money? <<

>> Nope… <<

>> Then you are a guy like I was… <<

>> How do you mean that? << Ssslith asked not understanding what he had said.

>> During my youth I traveled through Ainessa a lot of times. I didn’t stay at the same place longer than a month. I worked for some money to survive while I trained to survive in the outdoor. At least I found that paradise on Twar Island. I stayed here until I met Dustin’s mother. She was the daughter of a fisherman. I met her father and we became good friends. Two months later her father asked me to marry her… <<

>> He asked you? << Ssslith asked unbelieving.

>> Yeah, he did. << Salvator continued. >>First I also stared at him, but then he told me that I was the man he always imagined for his daughter. Then we married and I left Twar Island with her… Until that event happened in Hikari Kioko… <<

Salvator looked disappointed. Suddenly the door of the house opened and Alex looked out of the house. He watched Ssslith and Salvator with his sleepy eyes.

>> Morning… << he said.

>> Good Morning! << Ssslith replied smiling.

Alex yawned and scratched the back of his head.

>> Hello, my gryphon friend… << Salvator added.

Alex slightly nodded and walked towards the beach.

>> He’s a little bit strange, isn’t he? << Ssslith asked.

>> No, he isn’t strange… He has got some special, nothing else. I have a good feeling with him, but he’s hunted… <<

>> Hunted? By whom? <<

>> Evil forces… He’s a child of the gods, I know it… And his destiny is unique. <<

>> He begins to scare me… <<

>> Don’t fear him. Your destiny is familiar to his one. You two have a special relation between each other. <<

>> How can it be? I met him only three days ago. <<

>> Trust me… Don’t think about it and only trust me… The time will reveal it soon… <<

>> Please tell me… Are you a magician? << Ssslith asked.

>> How did you get that idea? <<

>> Because you seem to know a lot about the future… <<

Ssslith stared at him.

>> You’re right… I am a magician. I was the keeper of the earth shrine… <<

>> The earth shrine??? <<

Silence… Neither of them said anything. Both watched Alex standing at the beach. They noticed Alex drawing out his clothes. Nude he spread his wings and lifted off. Without any warning he dived into the water and disappeared.

>> Sometimes he looks very innocent… << Ssslith commented.

>> I see… You’re still very young, boy… <<

>> I am not a boy, okay? I am already 21 years old. <<

>> But still young… I saw a lot of people during my life although I lived a long time on Twar Island. I can say a lot about Alex. He isn’t as innocent as you think. I am sure he killed at least one another and he already lost his virginity. Sometimes he really looks like a child, but he’s a killer… <<

>> A killer? <<

>> Yeah… Look into his eyes. There you can see a kind of coolness. He a good example for a person who has two souls in it. Or he misses a part of his soul. Both is possible… <<

At that moment Alex returns to the water surface. He swam back to the beach and he hold a fish in his beak. He left the water and shook his whole body. Water drips flight through the air and they glittered in the sunlight. He swallowed the fish and returned to his clothes. He took them and turned to the house. Slowly he walked towards it.

>> What for a beautiful morning… << Alex said smiling.

>> Yeah… that is it… << Salvator agreed.

>> Hey Alex… Please tell me… How long was I knocked out? << Ssslith asked.

>> Oh sorry about that… You were knocked out the whole day… Today’s the 2nd November… <<

>> I see… <<

>> Isn’t it time for breakfast? << Salvator slightly noticed…

>> Yeah, it is… << Alex added.

Salvator stood up and all entered the house…
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All were awake and sat around the table in Salvator’s house. Several types of meat lay on the table. Water was in a huge vessel next to the table. All talked with each other and they had a lot of fun during their breakfast.

>> And can you imagine how close it was when Tsuzar tried to behead me? << Alex asked Cris.

>> I really feared to lose Alex, when he swung his huge axe… << Keegan added.

>> But Tess hit him in his chest and he died at once… << Dustin also added.

>> At least I got a small wound at my neck, but I could heal it without getting a scar… <<

Alex laughed. All joined his laughing. A minute later they all stopped.

>> That was a exciting adventure, wasn’t it? << Keegan asked.

>> Yes, it was… << Dustin answered.

Cris and Keegan took a bit of the fish.

>> Well, Alex… Have you ever heard something about an earth shrine? << Ssslith asked.

Alex stopped to eat. He stared at Ssslith.

>> Why do you know something about it? <<

>> Please tell me first… Why is it a secret? <<

>> Only the four gods and their family know about the shrines… And the keepers of course. Some elementals also know about them, but they had to discover them first. It is one of the most important secrets in the four elemental worlds. << Alex explained.

All except Salvator stared at Alex.

>> Alex? What is that shrine? << Keegan asked.

>> It’s useless to deny it. Well, it exists eight shrines… One of each Elemental… Water, Fire, Earth, Air, Shadow, Light, Life and Death… The shrine is the most important and the most holy place to the respective elemental. Each shrine is protected by an elemental. Ssslith… please tell me who told you about the shrine… << Alex told.

>> It was Salvator… Can you explain it? <<

>> Sure… << Salvator spoke. >> I was the keeper of the earth shrine for over 30 years. About three people could beat me and the last two agreed to take my place. They are now the keepers of the earth shrine. <<

>> Why did you give them your place? << Dustin asked.

>> Because I got too old for that job. They are a much better keeper than I now… <<

>> Can you tell us where the earth shrine is? << Cris asked curious.

>> No, but I can give you two hints… First the shrine is on Twar Island and second… Where their eyes met is what you desire… << Salvator explained.

>> Where their eyes met? << Keegan asked.

>> It’s a puzzle, but I think I will solve it… << Alex said.

Salvator only smiled.

>> Okay… Who want to come with me searching for that shrine? <<

All except Salvator and Dustin raised their hands.

>> Dustin? Why? << Mike wanted to know.

>> Because I want to stay with my father some time. I didn’t see him a long time. I hope you understand that… <<

>> Sure, Dustin… I understand that of course… << Keegan replied.

They finished their breakfast. After they had cleaned the table, they left the house to run to the ship. After ten minutes they arrived there and they caught their stuff to search for that shrine…
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For about five hours Alex and his friends had searched for the earth shrine. They had walked through a lot of forests and they had crossed a lot of plains. Twar Island was quite big. They decided to make a break at a huge cliff at the east coast of Twar Island. Alex, Keegan and Cris sat on the earth next to a big oak.

>> You have known about the eight shrines the whole time, haven’t you? << Keegan asked Alex.

>> Yeah, I have… <<

>> And although you know that you and I are an elemental, you didn’t tell me about them. You could search for the water and fire shrine… <<

>> I know, but we aren’t ready… <<

>> You aren’t ready? << Cris asked unbelieving. >> Keegan was able to kill me… Why isn’t he ready to visit the fire shrine? <<

>> Because we aren’t able to control our elemental soul… <<

>> Our elemental soul? << Keegan said while he fixed Alex.

>> Yeah, our elemental soul… As long as we can’t call it every time we can’t control it. Every elemental which visits its shrine have to choose between becoming a passive, a warrior or a supporter elemental… << Alex explained.

>> There are differences? << Cris noticed.

>> Yeah... Warrior elemental are strong elementals with a lot of attack abilities. Passive elementals aren’t decided. They are able to change between warrior and supporter elementals, but they aren’t as strong as both other types. <<

>> So passive elementals may be supporter, but they aren’t as good as a supporter? << Cris interrupted Alex.

>> Yeah… You got it, Cris <<

Cris smiled.

>> Supporter elementals are able to boost their party’s strength, stamina, magical or physical powers. But they also can defend themselves, but not as well as passive or warrior elementals… <<

>> When I arrive at the fire shrine, may I choose one of those types? << Keegan asked curious.

>> No, because that’s your soul which will make that decision… <<

>> I won’t have any influence on it? <<

>> Yes… << Alex slightly said.

Cris turned around and watched Ssslith and Mike doing some jokes. She listened to their laughers.

>> An elemental… << she whispered.

>> Did you say something, Cris? << Alex asked.

>> Nothing… << she replied.

Alex stood up and stretched himself. He watched the sky and looked around. He saw the mountain being some kilometers away. Suddenly he pat his hand against his forehead.

>> I am so blind! << he shouted…

>> What’s up, Alex? << Mike asked.

>> I know where the shrine is… <<

>> Where? << Cris asked.

>> There… << he explained while he showed with his finger at the mountain…

All stared at the mountain a long time.

>> There is a lot of earth and the hiding place is really good. It is hidden where everybody can see it… <<

>> Yeah… You’re right, Alex. << Ssslith added.

>> Follow me! << Alex shouted while he ran towards the mountain…
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Alex arrived at the foot of the mountain heavily breathing. He was exhausted, but happiness filled his body. He was near to discover a shrine. Not the one of his element, but at least a shrine. He leant against a huge rock to recover his stamina. He had run as fast as he could. Although his wings had made it harder to run that fast, he arrived as the first one. He looked at the plain next to the mountain and he saw Keegan and Mike running. Ssslith and Cris didn’t run very fast. Keegan and Mike came closer.

>> I will be the second! << Alex heard from far away.

>> No, I will… <<

Keegan and Mike ran as fast as they could. Both had done a decision. Alex noticed the tension in their faces. But Keegan stumbled over a little stone just a few meters in front of Alex. Alex’s eyes widened. While Mike was arriving at the big rock, Alex ran back to Keegan.

>> Keegan! Everything’s right? << Alex asked worried.

>> Yeah… I think so… << Keegan replied.

Slowly he stood up. Dry earth and dirt were all over his pants. Alex noticed a little wound just under his right knee.

>> Keegan, Can you roll up your right pant please? <<

Keegan nodded. He revealed a fresh blooding wound.

>> Should I heal it by magic? << Alex asked without looking at Keegan’s face.

>> Yes… Please do it… <<

Alex laid his hand onto the wound and the symbol of water appeared at his forehead.

>> Restable zurate nanikoto! << Alex whispered.

A light pain flooded Keegan’s leg. The wound closed at once and that pain vanished. Alex stood up and offered his hand to help him.

>> Thank you, Alex <<

Keegan smiled and took Alex’s hand. Alex pulled and Keegan stood up. At that moment Cris and Ssslith arrived at that place.

>> Finally you two arrived… << Alex noticed.

>> Sorry, that I didn’t want to run. Maybe I would stumble over a stone like Keegan. My dress would be dirty. <<

>> Is your dress so important? <<

>> Yeah… It was hard to find it in Ainessa’s Castle. I searched for it over two hours. <<

>> Even in the Middle Ages you girls need so long to find your clothes. <<

>> What do you mean? <<

>> I can remember at a girl who wanted me as a dressing advise. I was 16 I think… We needed about five hours to find a dress, some pants and a shirt. She took the first one, I said she looked good in that and she took the next one… <<

>> Who was that girl? << Mike asked.

>> She was in the same class as I. She was a female rabbit. I think she was the most beautiful girl in my class… <<

>> Did you like her? << Cris asked curiously.

>> I liked her, but nothing more… I treated her like a good friend. << Alex answered.

>> Do you know what happened to her after your education? << Keegan asked.

>> No… She and her family left Waterworld two days after her 17th birthday. Her 17th birthday was a great day. We had a nice party and the most of our friends were there, too. We had a lot of fun until she lured me to her room… <<

>> Do you want to tell us that story? << Keegan said curious.

>> If you want to listen to it… Sure… <<

Alex sat down on a huge rock and started to tell that story…
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It was a nice evening. A lot of her friends were there. Alex was one of them. He had arrived some hours before. Sakura celebrated her 17th birthday. All over her house were fun and joy. Michael and his gang, who always tries to do jokes at school, made a food fight in the kitchen. Sally and her girlfriends tried to take advantage over some nice boys in the living-room. Fred and his friends wanted to know how much alcohol they could take… It was like a normal teenager party… All act like normal except Alex. He only sit on a couch and tried to draw a little bit. He wasn’t really good at it, but he liked it to watch his class mates and to sketch them…

>> It’s a nice party, isn’t it? <<

Alex finished his line and looked up. He saw Sakura standing in front of him and she watched him drawing. He smiled and closed his sketch book.

>> Yeah it is… I am not really interested what the others do at the moment, but I enjoy it to be here… << Alex replied.

Sakura smiled and take seat next to Alex.

>> May I see your sketch book? << she asked him shyly.

>> Erm… <<

Alex blushed.

>> Nobody had asked me before… Sure you may… <<

Alex gave her his sketchbook. She opened it and watched each sketch carefully.

>> Not bad, Alex. Of course you still need some practice, but I think you can become a nice drawer… <<

>> I know… I just started to draw two months ago… <<

>> Well… You drew each from our class… All except two… <<

>> Yeah… Two aren’t there… <<

She smiled.

>> It’s you and me… <<

>> Yeah… << Alex gently added.

She looked him deep into his eyes.

>> Alex? Would you do a favor for me? << She asked him.

>> Erm… <<

Alex blushed more.

>> Sure… I… would… do that… << Alex stammered.

>> Please follow me… << she said smiling.

She stood up and left the room. Alex followed her upstairs. Alex just saw Kevin vomiting while Alex went upstairs. Sakura waited for Alex in her room. After he had entered the room, she locked the door. Alex turned around looking confused.

>> Why do you lock the door? << Alex asked.

>> Because I want to be with you alone… << she replied.

>> Are… are you trying to take advantage of me? <<

>> No, my dear Alex… I want to say something to you and nobody else should hear it… <<

Alex swallowed.

>> What can it be? << he thought.

Slowly she walked towards him and her eyes looked deep into his ones. He wasn’t able to resist her. Her gaze took control of him. Gently she touched his naked chest. Alex only wore some blue pants that day. Alex was filled with pleasure and joy when she softly stroked his fur and his chest.

>> Alex… What I want to say… <<

>> I am listening to you, Sakura… Don’t worry. I can trust me… << Alex whispered in her ear.

He also laid his arms around her body.

>> I will leave Waterworld… << she slowly said.

>> You will what? <<

Alex eyes widened.

>> It’s true… My parents decided that… We will move in two days… << She explained.

>> But why? And where? Can I visit you someday? <<

>> It won’t be possible… <<

>> Why? Please tell me… <<

She noticed a hopelessness in his eyes.

>> I don’t want to lose you, Sakura… I… I like you very much… << Alex spoke.

He was near to cry, because he knew he was going to lose a good friend.

>> I like you too, Alex… <<

>> It isn’t really love what I feel for you, but you always were a good friend of mine and we always had a lot of fun together… << Alex explained.

>> I also think so… I want to stay with you… <<

They remained like that for about ten minutes. Both didn’t say anything. They listened to each other’s breathing. The noise from outside became louder.

>> Can you sketch me? << Sakura suddenly asked.

>> Sure… But don’t think that I dislike you, because I wanted to sketch you as the last. I wanted to practice a lot. So I sketched the others first. I wanted to have a sketch of you looking the best in my sketchbook. <<

>> That’s nice… that’s very nice of you… <<

Both released their grip from each other and Alex took a pencil and his sketchbook. She sat down on a chair and she laid her hands onto her lap. Alex sat on her bed while he did that sketch of her. She made some jokes during that time Alex needed to draw…

>> Hey Alex… <<

>> What’s up, Sakura? << Alex said without taking his eyes off his sketch.

>> Like you are laying on my bed… Some people could think you are gay… <<

>> Only because I am spreading my legs? << Alex asked smiling.

>> It’s even more. Maybe it’s because your chest is naked… <<

>> Oh… you’re right… <<

Alex put his signature under his sketch…

>> I am finished… << Alex spoke.

>> Let me see… <<

Alex gave her his sketchbook. Alex smiled the whole time she was observing his sketch of her.

>> Please tell me, Sakura… Am I attractive to gay ones? <<

>> Why do you ask? << Sakura replied.

>> Because I noticed some males looking at me interested… <<

Sakura looked at Alex. Noiselessly she stood up and pushed him onto her bed. He looked at her confused. And he leant against the wall being next to the bed.

>> Remain like that… << She softly said.

Alex didn’t move. She took his sketchbook and opened the last free page. She took a pencil and she started to draw…

>> You want to sketch me? <<

>> No… I want to draw you… That position you are at the moment is very good. You’re very attractive to me, you know? <<

>> Am I that erotic? <<

>> Yeah… The light shining at you black fur… The positions of your arms… Your muscular chest… Have you ever thought about becoming a model? <<

>> Yeah… But I don’t want to become one… Only the imagination of males who find me very attractive masturbating in front of a picture of me… I hate that… <<

>> Do you? <<

>> Do you remember that film star? I think his name was Terris Sampler… <<

>> Yeah… <<

>> And do you remember that gay one at school… <<

>> Who do you mean…? <<

>> George… <<

>> I see… Yeah I remember him… <<

>> Someday I went to the restroom and I found George there. He sat in an edge and… you know… << Alex began to tell her.

Sakura nodded.

>> You mean he also had a picture of that film star… << Sakura said.

>> Yeah… After I had left the restroom, I leant against a wall. A strange feeling came upwards my body. I began to run and I searched for a waste bin… <<

>> Did you vomit? <<

>> Yeah… I stood in the library and I vomited… <<

>> In the library? Why? <<

>> Because there was the nearest waste bin… <<

>> How did you feel after vomiting? <<

>> Not good… I was very sorry for Terris. <<

>> I understand… <<

>> And I don’t want to see or even know about somebody, who does the same with my picture… << Alex added.

Suddenly Sakura started to laugh.

>> What’s so funny? << Alex asked.

>> I just tried to imagine you vomiting in the library… <<

She continued to laugh.

>> Yeah… I am sure that it had to look funny… <<

Alex joined her laughter. Both laughed a long time. They didn’t seem that they wanted to stop laughing…
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>> We had a nice night after that event. Suddenly we noticed that her parents could come back every second. I had to climb out of her window, because her parents was already at her home, when I found my clothes… << Alex told them.

All had taken a seat around Alex in the meantime.

>> Didn’t her parents like you? << Cris asked.

>> They liked me, but they thought that it is still too early for Sakura finding a boy friend… <<

>> Do you miss her? << Mike wanted to know.

>> A little bit, because she was a very good friend of mine. The day after we said Good-Bye to each other and then I’ve never heard from her again… <<

>> That’s a little bit sad… << Ssslith commented.

>> Yeah… But it’s senseless to mourn about that… That’s over and I have now a new mission. Let’s find that earth shrine… <<

All stood up at once and left that place at once. They continued their voyage to find the earth shrine hidden on Twar Island…
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More than a hour passed and the sun went to the horizon. Its bright red light turned the landscape in a beautiful color. Keegan walked next to Alex. Mike was right behind them. Cris was in front of them while Ssslith watched the whole group from their left. Softly Keegan leant his head against Alex’s right shoulder. Alex sighed…

>> You are tired, aren’t you? << Alex gently asked.

>> Yeah… It was a long day… << Keegan murmured.

Alex gently pressed Keegan’s head against his own shoulder while he was stroking it.

>> Is everything right? << Ssslith asked.

>> Yeah… Keegan’s only tired and I begin to feel weak too… << Alex answered.

>> So we should rest here? << Mike added.

>> I would prefer that. << Keegan slightly said.

Alex stopped moving. Everybody except Cris also stopped. Alex looked around and watched the landscape. Especially the landscape around the mountain. Nobody said anything for several minutes. When Cris arrived at two huge statues standing in the grass, Alex blinked.

>> How’s about that place? << Alex asked while he showed at those statues.

>> Perhaps there’s a nice place for resting. << Ssslith said.

Cris stopped next to the statues. She turned around and leant herself against one of the statues. All ran to her.

>> Finally… << Cris noticed when Alex was near enough to hear her.

>> What do you mean by that? << Alex asked her.

>> Did it take so long to understand my message? <<

>> What for a message? <<

>> Never mind… <<

Cris sighed. Keegan released his grip from Alex. Alex and Ssslith spread their wings and flight to the near forest to collect some wood. Mike felled a huge oak with his great battle axe. He cut the oak into three parts.

>> We can use them as benches << Mike shouted to Cris.

>> It’s a good idea… << she replied.

She prepared the dinner while Keegan searched for another people who could be around them. But he didn’t find anybody…

>> The island is pretty empty, isn’t it? << Cris asked.

>> No one here except us… I can’t imagine that such for places still exist… Even under Lord Regin’s government… << Keegan explained.

>> Is his government so bad? << Mike asked.

>> No, but Lord Regin tries to earn as much money as possible. He uses every piece of Ainessa to get more money, because he needs it. He has to pay all the warriors he rent… <<

>> Because of the war coming to us, right? <<

>> Yeah… <<

>> That’s the cause why I got those amount of jobs to do… <<

>> All need a weapon and an armor. I hope you can forge enough. We’re already over 1500 men. <<

>> I will do my best… My record in forging is 300 swords and 180 full plate mails in two months. All in the best quality… Minotaur quality… << Mike said smiling.

>> There is no doubt… Hey, Cris… Why don’t you say anything? << Keegan wanted to know…

>> Because I don’t know about what I should talk with you… << Cris replied cold.

>> C’mon Cris… I know you aren’t like that… <<

>> Let me tell you something, Keegan… When I want to say something, then I do. When I don’t want to say something, then I don’t… Understood? <<

>> But Cris… <<

At that moment Alex and Ssslith returned. Alex formed a little campfire while Ssslith gave him more wood.

>> Keegan, please light the pile… << Alex said.

>> Sorry, but Cris has our voyage stuff… << Keegan replied.

>> Okay… Cris, can you give me a match? <<

>> No, Alex. You clumsy gryphon used all the last time… << Cris commented.

>> What? << Alex shouted unbelieving.

>> You can look by yourself. << Cris spoke while she gave him their bag.

Panic Alex searched for some matches in the bag. After some seconds he suddenly stopped. Slowly he raised his head…

>> She speaking the truth… << Alex agreed.

>> Damned, Alex! What will we do now? << Mike said upset.

>> I thought we have a lot of them… << Alex defended himself.

>> No, we had… Alex, do you remember when you had to use ten matches to light the pile of wood? << Cris said sharp.

>> You know it wasn’t my fault. Mike didn’t need to wet the wood before… <<

>> Now it’s my fault or what? << Mike became more upset…

>> Wanna fight? << Alex yelled.

>> C’mon… I’ll kill you easily! << Mike yelled back.

Alex and Mike took their weapons. They stared at each other ready to attack each other.

>> Aisu no kaze! << Ssslith shouted.

The symbol of ice shone on his forehead brightly and he showed at Alex’s and Mike’s feet with his hands. A freezing wind blew over the ground and a thin ice laid over the earth. The wind hit Alex’s and Mike’s feet. They froze and both couldn’t move anymore…

>> Are you two insane or what? << Keegan asked calmly.

>> He started with that! << Alex yelled.

He was really angry.

>> Who’s the clumsy gryphon, huh? << Mike shouted.

Both tried to free from their prison, but they couldn’t. Keegan gave Alex a slap in his face.

>> I thought you would be more mature than that… << He said with lowered head.

Alex couldn’t see Keegan’s eyes. He feels his jowls hurting.

>> I am sorry… << Alex slightly added.

He showed at the pile with his left hand.

>> Mizu no Hi! << Alex said.

The symbol of water appeared at his fore head and a little blue flame flight towards the pile of wood. When the flame hit the pile, it became lighted. A blue fire burned there. Cris held her hand over the fire.

>> As I thought… Alex, that is fire, but it’s a cold flame… <<

>> A cold flame? << Mike asked.

>> Yeah… It spends a lot of light, but you can’t use it for cooking… << Cris explained.

>> I thought you were a great magician… << Mike scorned.

>> I am a water magician… Normally I am not even able to make a fire… << Alex explained.

>> But I am a fire elemental… << Keegan interrupted.

>> Yeah, an elemental… Not a magician… I don’t even know if you’re able to use a simple fire spell… <<

>> What do I have to do? << Keegan asked with his calm voice.

>> I will explain it, but please free me first… <<

>> Yeah, but you have to promised that you stop that argument with Mike, okay? <<

Alex nodded.

>> How’s about you, Mike? << Ssslith asked furiously.

>> Okay… I will give Alex another chance to correct his fault… <<

>> I hope so. << Ssslith replied.

Ssslith raised his hands and the symbol of ice on his forehead shone a dark blue light far into the sky. He began to mumble some unintelligible words. Alex joined Ssslith’s summon. Both concentrated a lot. Alex’s symbol also glowed. Slowly the ice around Alex’s and Mike’s feet melted. Alex opened his eyes and looked at Mike. He smiled, but Mike didn’t replied his smile.

>> First you light the fire… << Mike mumbled.

Alex took Keegan’s hand and led him to a bench being around the pile of wood. Both sat down on it. Ssslith followed them. Cris and Mike remained where they stood.

>> Okay, Keegan… Please listen to my words and follow my instructions… I try to teach you how to use magic. But I can’t promise that it will work… << Alex explained.

He looked around and he saw all nodding.

>> Okay… Ssslith? Would you do a favor for me? << Alex asked shy.

>> What is it, Alex? << He replied…

>> Please support me… <<

>> I will, Alex… <<

Alex breathed in and out.

>> Well, Keegan. Your element is Fire. First try to concentrate. Try to imagine burning fire. Only fire, no more… No burning ruins, no burning grass or the most fault done by young fire magicians… No dead people… << Alex started.

Keegan nodded and closed his eyes. He saw nothing except the darkness. Slowly a picture came into his mind. He saw a red light, then a lot of fire. Fire burning around him. He looked around. The fire surrounded him and he stood in the middle of it. He was naked.

>> He’s good… << Ssslith commented.

>> Yeah… He’s already collecting his magical powers… << Alex said.

He noticed the symbol of fire appearing on Keegan’s forehead. Keegan instead stood in the middle of a ocean of fire. He began to lost control over his body. Suddenly he heard Alex’s voice.

>> Keegan… Now stretch your hands out… <<

He follow Alex’s voice. He stretched his hands out and a little red sphere appeared between them. The sphere changed its shape. It became a sign Keegan had never seen before. It was the Japanese sign for Fire…

>> Hi… << Keegan said.

Quickly Keegan opened his eyes and he saw the sign Hi just over the pile of wood. It burned. Keegan’s hands glowed in a weak red light. The symbol of fire on his forehead glowed brightly…

>> And now… << Ssslith continued. >> Now concentrate on your target… That pile of wood… <<

Keegan stared at the pile. Slowly the Hi disappeared and the pile began to burn… All stared at the burning campfire…

>> Keegan… you did it… << Alex said happily.

>> Not bad… << Cris added.

Keegan looked at his hands. He still didn’t want to believe it…

>> I am able to use magic… << he whispered.

>> Let’s eat dinner! <<
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After the dinner and some free time for all, Ssslith, Cris, Mike, Keegan and Alex lay around the campfire watching the dark sky. A weak gust blew over the grass and some little clouds moved across the sky quickly. Alex had not seen one of Ainessa’s moons for a long time. Ignis and Aquarius lighted the landscape a little bit. Their opposite colors gave the night a kind of myth…

>> I am sorry that I yelled at you, Alex… << Mike suddenly said.

>> It doesn’t matter… I am sorry for that, too… <<

>> It became the worst, because I hate the cold. I lost my parents of cause of the winter. My father went out to find some food. After five hours he still didn’t return, then my mother went out to find him. I’ve never seen them again… I didn’t even find their corpses… <<

>> That isn’t good… I hope you don’t dislike me, because I can control ice and cold. << Ssslith added…

>> No, that’s okay… << Mike replied.

>> Alex? Was I good today? << Keegan asked him.

>> Yeah, you was good. I needed about a week to learn how to use a spell… And what’s about you, Cris? << Alex spoke.

>> Me? I’ve never used magic before I arrived at Ainessa… <<

>> How could that be? << Ssslith asked.

>> I knew that I am able to use and how to use the spells all the time, but I didn’t need them while I was in my world… << Cris explained.

>> Do you ever want to return to your world? << Mike asked.

>> No… It doesn’t exist anymore… <<

>> Why? << Keegan asked excited.

>> Because God destroyed the universe… <<

>> What? Was he insane? <<

>> Yeah… We only had one God ruling over everything and one day he decided to abolish the old universe… I don’t know if there is already a new one… << Cris told the others from her childhood.

>> He only decided to abolish it? Without any reason? << Keegan wanted to know.

>> He had a reason to destroy it… It was already too old and God couldn’t control all of it anymore. And my father knew that. He sent me through the space to another world… He wanted to rescue me and he was sent into hell for that… <<

>> That doesn’t sound good… << Mike added.

>> But your father was a great magician… You learned from him only by observing him? << Alex asked.

>> Nope, Alex. He taught me his magic and I went to school, too… << Cris corrected.

>> What kind of school? << Ssslith asked.

>> A school for children with magical skills. They had a little machine to test if the child will be ever able to use magic. They located a strong power in me. And I am proud of my father… I am thankful for all people who helped me in my old world. << Cris explained.

Silence… Nobody said anything for more than ten minutes.

>> That reminds me of my childhood… << Ssslith began to tell.

>> Yeah… I can’t remember that you told us something about yourself… << Alex noticed.

>> That’s true… My name is Ssslith Silentclaw. I am 21 years old and I will become 22 in spring. I came from a country called Aldretha and it lays far in the north of Ainessa .I lived in a nice and comfortable cottage. That cottage was near to the town of Sentinal. I think nobody of you have ever heard from it… <<

All others shook their heads.

>> It was a wonderful landscape there. Wildflowers and a lot of trees decorated it. I liked to watch when a gust blew through the plains around Sentinal… But it was a mirage. During night it became the most horrible place on earth. A lot of undead creature were buried there and every night they attacked the town. I lived there to defend the people. They paid me for my fighting skills and I stayed there a long time until… << Ssslith told his friends.

Alex was surprised that he had stopped.

>> Until a real dark night… I fought against them like ever, but after I had defeated them, a huge army of undead creatures appeared at the horizon. They all attacked the town. I was brave and strong, but they were too much. I killed a lot of them, but after I had gotten the victory, I turned around and I only saw the ruins of Sentinal… After that day I decided to leave Aldretha and I traveled through Ainessa until I met you… <<

>> What do you want to do, after we’ve found the earth shrine? << Keegan asked curious.

>> May I accompany you until your home town? << Ssslith asked shy…

>> Sure… I think Lord Regin won’t mind it… << Alex added.

Everybody sighed.

>> Good night everyone… << Mike said.

>> You too… << Keegan replied.

Alex watched the sky a long time. He turned around and he saw the eyes of the two statues glowing in the light of Aquarius and Ignis. Alex stood up. He watched both statues carefully. Just at this moment he noticed that the statues should be two dragons watching the mountains. Alex observed the ground and he stared at the place where the reflected light of Aquarius and Ignis met.

>> Guys! I found it! << Alex shouted.

Everybody awake and looked at Alex…

>> Why did you dare to wake me up? << Cris asked angrily.

>> I hope you have an important reason to disturb us… << Ssslith added.

>> What’s up? << Keegan slightly asked.

>> I’ve found it! I’ve found the entrance to the earth shrine! << Alex replied really excited.

>> You did? << all asked synchronous.

>> Yeah… Where their eyes meet is what you desire… That puzzle describes those statues. Look where their eyes meet… <<

Alex showed at the ground. All noticed a little metal piece glowing there. Alex jumped over to the metal piece. Slowly he drew his spatula and put it into the earth. His spatula began to glow. It shone a brown light…

>> I, Alex Eagle, want to open the earth shrine… I want to challenge you, Keeper of the shrine… I want to fight with you… FINFAR! <<

Alex yelled the last words and he used his spatula like a key to turn around the lock being into earth… Nothing happened… Alex reminded where he was…

>> Well, Alex… I think you was wrong… << Cris slightly said.

>> I am hearing something… He’s going to grant my wish… << Alex replied.

>> Access granted! << A beautiful female voice spoke.

>> Here I come… << Alex shouted.

A huge gate opened in front of Alex. They had found the earth shrine…

To be continued…

