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Chapter seventeen – Finfar
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Alex’s heartbeat was fast. Really fast. Slowly Alex drew his spatula out of the ground. His body moved in excitation. A lot of adrenaline flew through his veins. Su-Chi often told him from the shrines and now he stood in front of one. Alex put his spatula onto his back and he drew his sword.

>> Okay, guys. Let’s check it out where Finfar is… << Alex shouted.

>> Sorry, Alex, but who’s Finfar? << Keegan asked back.

>> I will explain it inside, okay? It’s quite cold here… <<

A bright white light shone out of the gate. Slowly Alex proceeded. He was filled with excitation and he slowly set one foot after another one. He entered the earth shrine…

>> I’ve heard the earth shrine is a paradise of nature. << Alex thought.

He had a strange feeling under his boots. The light shining out of the gate became brighter and brighter. Alex had to put his arm right in front of his face to protect his eyes. Finally his whole field of vision was white.

>> Hope I will get out of that soon… << Alex thought.

Suddenly the light faded out. Alex stood in front of a huge hall. A very huge hall. A tasty scent filled his nose. A yummy feeling appeared in his stomach. He noticed that he was hungry although he had already eaten dinner. Some little birds flew across the hall. Plants covered the whole floor and flowers Alex had never seen before. Even a small river flew through it. Trees becoming pillars held the whole ceiling. Lots of leaves decorated the ceiling. At the opposite side of the hall a huge and bright colored window let through a lot of light. Alex was really excited. He watched the whole scenery. Slowly he went through a field full of violet flowers just in front of him. He heard a strange sound and turned around. He saw Cris following him. He greeted her with a warm smile. Cris blushed…

>> Alex? Where are we? << She asked confused while she watched the hall.

>> In the earth shrine, but I didn’t expect that, too… << Alex replied.

Cris jumped into the flower field, which surrounded Alex. A lot of little violet pedals flew around them.

>> It’s beautiful, isn’t it, Cris? << Alex said.

>> Yeah, it is… << Cris slightly replied.

>> Do you know where the others are? <<

>> No… but they will come during the next seconds I think… <<

At that moment Keegan, Ssslith and Mike entered the earth shrine. They all watched surprised the inside.

>> Whoa, Alex… What’s that? << Mike asked.

>> That’s the earth shrine… <<

>> Can you explain me what a shrine exactly is? << Keegan asked.

>> A shrine of an element is the holiest place for creatures of that element. We are now in the holiest place for all earth magicians and earth creatures. So try to destroy nothing here. The Keeper will search for us if we do that. << Alex explained.

>> You called the keeper Finfar, didn’t you? << Ssslith noticed.

>> Yeah, I did. One day a long time ago Su-Chi came back from his daily work and he had some interesting news… << Alex began to tell them…
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The sun shone into the room. A huge fan stood in the edge and blew a lot of clod air into the room. Alex was 11 years old. He sat next to his desk in his room and did his homework. Quickly he wrote down the solution.

>> Why do they always torture us with such stubborn math exercises? They are so easy and they take so much time… << he cursed.

The sunlight shone through the window and lighted the whole room. Alex only wore his little cap and some short pants. Nothing else. His look moved to the thermometer. He sighs…

>> 26 degrees… Outside even 29 degrees… <<

He returned to his exercises. Without noticing it he wiped away some sweat from his forehead.

>> Pretty hot… <<

Alex could hardly concentrate. More and more sweat appeared at his forehead. Suddenly a sweat drip fell down onto Alex’s sheet of paper…

>> Damned! << Alex cursed.

He rolled back with his chair and took a handkerchief. Slowly he wipes the sweat away.

>> It’s too hot to do the homework… I will do it later… <<

Suddenly Alex heard a loud noise. He looked around confused.

>> That sounded like the front door… <<

>> Alex! I am home! << It came from downstairs.

>> It’s Su-Chi… << Alex said excited.

Quickly he stood up and ran out of his room. He headed for the stairs. Su-Chi stood there drawing his jacket out. Alex smiled widely.

>> Alex? Are you at home? << Su-Chi asked.

>> Yeah… I am here… << Alex said while he was jumping down the stairs.

Su-Chi caught Alex with his arms. They hugged each other a long time until Su-Chi let Alex down.

>> How was your day, Dad? << Alex asked excited.

>> It was a lot of stress. In the central is the whole chaos. You know that we have a new keeper of the earth shrine, don’t you? << Su-Chi told him.

>> Yeah… You already told me that… <<

>> Tellus is really crazy at the moment. He didn’t let me see the two new keepers… <<

>> Two keepers? Is that allowed? <<

>> As long as they stay in the shrine they are allowed to be… <<

>> I understand… << Alex slightly added.

Su-Chi sat down onto a couch. Alex took his seat right of Su-Chi.

>> I also changed my office. The whole water administration changed their offices with the wind one. We are now in the 2nd level… << Su-Chi told Alex while he took a photograph out of his case. Alex looked at it.

>> Who’s that? <<

>> Look carefully. These are my son and his mate. They are soulmates, you know? And he is my real son, not like you, Alex. I treat you like my own blood, but you aren’t. He is my own blood… <<

>> What is a soulmate? << Alex asked innocent.

>> Oh child… A soulmate is a person who is very familiar to you and your soul. It’s a person you like more than very much. Those are running around on this world. Every people have at least one soulmate on this world. When two soulmates meet each other, then they mostly stay together. My son found his soulmate and they were happy with each other. I was glad until… << Su-Chi told Alex.

Suddenly Su-Chi stopped. Alex looked at him confused.

>> Until what? << Alex asked excited.

>> Until his 550th birthday… When I awaked the day after his birthday, he was gone. His soulmate, too. I think they left Waterworld together, but I don’t know where they are… <<

>> Why didn’t you use the radar? <<

>> Because he had his reasons to leave. I am sad that he isn’t here anymore and that he didn’t meet you, because I think he would be a nice big brother. <<

>> I see… <<

>> Alex… You know what you have to do when you want to reach the first level? <<

Alex slightly nodded.

>> When you are on earth, please look for him. I know that he is still alive and that he is with his mate… When you find him, please tell him I am missing him and that he should leave me a message… Will you do that? <<

>> Sure! << Alex said.

>> Oh well… I forgot one thing… The name of the new earth shrine keeper… Tellus told me only a single name, but that’s the only thing I know about him or her… <<

>> You don’t know if it’s a male or a female keeper? <<

>> No, but the name is Finfar… <<

>> That name sounds familiar in my ears… << Alex noticed.

Su-Chi laid the photo onto a table and he stood up.

>> I am pretty hungry. Let’s have dinner, okay? << Su-Chi said with a friendly smile.

>> Yeah… << Alex replied.
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Alex watched the ceiling of the earth shrine carefully. While he was telling the others that event of his childhood he got a strange and unpleased feeling. He leant his furry back against one of the huge trees. Slowly breathing he observed Cris jumping over the grass and the beautiful flowers. After Alex had told them his memories about that event, everyone decided to relax some time. It was near to midnight. Alex yawned while some red birds were passing him by. With tired eyes Alex noticed Ssslith walking to him…

>> Do you mind if I sit down next to you? << Ssslith asked with his rough voice.

>> No… << Alex answered and yawned.

>> So you’re pretty tired, aren’t you? <<

>> Yeah… I am… It was a long day and I only want to sleep a little bit. <<

>> Okay… But I want to ask you some thing before, when you don’t mind. << Ssslith replied.

>> Sure… << Alex said while he was laying himself down onto the grass.

>> You and Keegan, you are a couple, aren’t you? <<

>> We are… <<

>> Do you love him? << Ssslith wanted to know.

>> Yeah, I do… <<

>> Do you know if you have a hole in you? << Ssslith asked very directly.

>> A hole in me? << Alex asked confused.

>> Did you ever heard from soulmates? <<

>> Where were you while I was telling from my childhood? <<

>> I slept under a tree… Near the spring… <<

>> Well… I’ve heard from soulmates, but I am not really sure… <<

>> Then different… Have you ever felt a kind of hole or emptiness in you and/or soul? <<

>> Do you mean that feeling of being unpleased with myself? << Alex asked.

>> Yeah… That is it… << Ssslith answered smiling.

>> That is a hole in my soul? << Alex asked unbelieving.

>> Yep. You’re unpleased with yourself, because you’re missing a part of yourself. Many don’t know what or whom they are missing, but when they found it, they are very happy and glad to be alive… << Ssslith explained.

>> And why are you asking me that? << Alex wanted to know.

>> Because you look unpleased to me… <<

>> I look what? << Alex asked excited.

>> It’s true… You have a mate, but is he the right one? <<

Ssslith’s tone became very provocative.

>> But I love him… <<

>> That’s good, but you can love many people. They are all real loves, but only a few of them are soulmateships. <<

>> Soulmateship… << Alex whispered.

Ssslith stood up.

>> Think about it… think about yourself and your social relations to others… I think you aren’t happy with your actual situation and you need some changes… But that is only my opinion. Maybe I am wrong… Maybe, but I don’t think so… << Ssslith said to Alex before he walked away.

Alex looked around. He saw everybody except Ssslith lying into grass. The most were already sleeping. Alex couldn’t think anymore. He was very confused caused by Ssslith’s words. He slightly decided to sleep some hours…
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It had happened much during the last time… Too much for Alex… He tried to think about everything. His family… His friends… His mate… Ssslith… Even about his own identity… A lot of questions were in his mind and they caused nightmares. During the last nights Alex always had at least one nightmare. At the beginning they weren’t bad, only strange. But in the meantime he became worst. Alex wasn’t sure anymore if everything he had done had been the best for him and his friends…

Alex began to dream situations, which had happened days before. During he did the same in the dreams like had happened in real, he felt that he could do it different… Sometimes even better than he actually had done…

Then those nightmares changed. He dreamt dreams where he was alone in the dark. Nothing around him. Not even a ceiling or a floor. But he didn’t fall downwards. He only stood there listening to unknown voices asking him question after another…

>> Who are you? <<

>> Are you happy? <<

>> Does somebody like you? <<

>> Do you want to continue? <<

>> Is that placing the right one? <<

>> Don’t you want to change your life? <<

Alex was going to get insane. He closed his eyes and put his hands over his ears. He didn’t want to listen to them anymore.

>> Shut up! All of you! << He said suffering.

Suddenly he felt a hand on his right shoulder. Slowly he opened his eyes and turned his head around. He saw Keegan smiling.

>> Alex… What’s up? << He said with a friendly voice.

Alex slowly took his hands off his ears.

>> Keegan… I am not feeling good at the moment… << Alex whimpered.

>> C’mon… << Keegan added.

>> I dunno if somebody’s caring about me… <<

>> I do… <<

Alex nodded and hugged Keegan a long time. Suddenly Ssslith appeared from behind.

>> Alex! Watch out! << Ssslith shouted.

Alex looked up and saw Keegan holding his sword in his both hands showing it towards Alex’s back.

>> Keegan! What are you doing? << Alex asked scared.

>> Alex… I care about you… Trust me… << Keegan replied grinning.

>> Liar! << Ssslith shouted.

The blade mirrored in Alex’s eyes.

>> So you’re going to kill me… << Alex said with low volume.

>> Trust me! << Keegan said when he was stabbing the blade into Alex’s back. Blood flew out of his wound. Alex’s eyes were wide. Tears appeared in them. He began to spat blood onto Keegan’s fur. He slowly slid down and impacted on the floor. A lake of blood formed next to Alex’s dead body.

>> You bastard! << Ssslith said angrily.

>> It’s his own fault… He was a dump and I am not guilty when he is such a stupid guy… <<

>> Take that back! <<

>> Not a chance, pal. <<

Lying there and seeing his own blood Alex didn’t believe what had happened seconds before. Suddenly he felt a big pain…
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Alex awaked very painfully. His sweat soaked his fur and he breathed very fast. His right hand moved under his back. There he found a little rock. He lifted his back and pulled the stone away. He watched it a long time.

>> That little rock caused that damned pain… << Alex spoke to himself.

He threw the stone away.

>> That was a horrible dream. Hope it is meaningless. I can’t imagine that Keegan is going to betray me. Or the others are going to betray me. Maybe that’s all of cause of Ssslith’s words and that stupid rock… Don’t worry, Alex. << He thought.

He slowly stood up. He yawned. It was early the morning and he knew it, although the main hall didn’t change during the night. The same light still shone through the huge window. Carefully Alex listened to the birds sitting onto the treelike pillars. He breathed in and out calmly and he watched his companies. All still slept… All except one…

>> Why is Cris already awake? << He wondered.

He saw Cris dancing around. A lot of flowers were flying around her body.

>> She’s looking beautiful… << He thought.

Then he smiled. The leaves of the violet flowers growing on the ground surrounded her and they fitted to her outer appearance. Alex leant against one of the treelike pillars and listened to Ssslith’s snore.

>> And where did she get that beautiful dress? << Alex noticed.

The dress Cris was wearing was very pinkish. It had arms until the elbows and it ended two inches above her feet. At her chest between her breasts Alex noticed a huge amethyst weaved into the dress. She also wore some dark violet shoes and a violet shirt under that dress. Alex enjoyed it leaning against that pillar and watching Cris. Suddenly she stopped…

>> Huh? What’s up? << Alex asked himself.

A cold wind blew over the fields and Alex began to shiver. Alex didn’t wear anything except his black pants. His big black wings moved in the wind, even some hairs of his fur. Quickly he grabbed his spatula…

>> Okay… who’s there? << Alex asked.

He noticed Cris holding her rapier into the sky. It glowed in a violet light. Suddenly she turned around and Alex could see her face…

>> HOLY… << Alex stammered.

Cris’s eyes glowed in a dark red light. She took her rapier into her right hand and walked towards Alex…

>> Cris… How do you feel? What do you want to do… << Alex asked scared.

>> I am feeling great. << She spoke with an evil voice.

It wasn’t her voice anymore. It was a dragon like voice. That voice sounded familiar in his ears. She continues.

>> I am feeling very great. Alex, I am really happy to be here and to be alive… <<

>> And why are you happy? << Alex asked back.

His heartbeat got faster. His breath became heavier. He started to sweat.

>> Because I will kill you now! << She said cold.

>> You want to kill me??? <<

Without saying anything Cris swung her rapier. Alex saw a violet wave coming towards him. He tried to evade, but the wave cut his left side. Blood flew out of the wound. The pain forced him to kneel down. He panted.

>> So you want to kill me… <<

>> Yeah! << Cris agreed.

>> May I know why? << Alex asked.

>> Alex… I think you know it already… I wanted to kill you the whole time, but I waited for a good moment. Everybody will think the keeper had slaughtered you… You cut my foot off when I was a dragon. Now you will pay for that. Die by my revenge… << She explained.

Alex lowered his head and listened to her words.

>> I told you Xela did that… It was my dark self, not me… << Alex slightly said.

>> But he’s dead, isn’t he? <<

>> Yeah… <<

>> And as his only relative you will pay for him instead. <<

>> Do you think that’s fair? << Alex asked.

>> Of course it isn’t, but I want to kill one. And you are the easiest one… <<

>> Okay. I can’t stop you, but I won’t die unless I tried to defend myself. <<

With these words Alex stretched out his right arm and he called for his spatula. It quickly flew to his hand and he enclosed its hilt tightly. Finally he grinned.

>> Let’s fight! << He said.

Cris nodded and she lunged at Alex’s neck. Alex used his spatula to block. Both jumped back and they looked into each other’s eyes. Alex summoned the spatula of water and his weapon changed into that ancient weapon. Cris smiles and she also summoned a weapon.

>> You’re not the only one who may do that… << She shouted. >> Rapier of Shadow! <<

Her rapier shone a bright violet light and its blade became darker. The hilt also changed its color from brown to dark violet. Finally the blade was black.

>> Not bad… << Alex commented.

He started to run towards her and he swung his spatula to strike. Cris jumped over the spatula when Alex struck with it. She put her hand onto the spatula to collect more force she used to kick into Alex’s face. She sent him to ground by that kick. Something broke. A loud noise sounded through the hall. Alex carefully touched his beak. It seemed to be broken…

>> Damned… << Alex cursed.

Slowly he stood up. Some blood flew out of the beak

>> You will pay for it… <<

>> Let’s see… << Cris replied.

Alex used his spatula to jump high into the air. Cris prepared to defend herself. Alex turned around by a somersault in the air and he swung his spatula. Cris took the tip of her rapier into her other hand and she held it against Alex to block. Alex noticed it and surrounds her blade with his feet talons. A light pain appeared in his feet caused of the blade. With all of his force he pulled her rapier. He bended backwards and put his hands onto the grass. Cris wasn’t strong enough to resist Alex’s physical power and he lifted her off.

>> Here ya GO! << Alex screamed while he was smashing Cris onto the ground by pulling her in a half circle over him.

Alex let her rapier go and watched her. She had fainted some seconds earlier.

>> Better I’d kill her now… <<
Alex panted. Slowly he raised his spatula.

>> I am sorry, but you asked for it, Cris… << Alex said with a low volume.

>> ALEX! Why do you make such a noise? <<

It was definitive Cris’s voice. Alex stared at her lifeless body.

>> That isn’t possible. She’s lying in front of me… How can she speak? <<

>> Of course I can speak and I don’t lie in front of you… <<

It came from Alex’s right. Scared he turned his head to his right. He saw Cris standing there. She looked at him with sleepy eyes.

>> Morning… << she grumbled.

>> But when you’re here… Who’s that? << Alex asked excited.

He showed with his finger onto the other Cris. Cris’s expression became weird.

>> Who is that? Who’s that replica? << Cris wanted to know.

She jumped down a big rock and he lifted her replica up.

>> Hey, you little @#&%… Who are you and why do you look like me? <<

Cris started to slap her replica and the other Cris slowly awaked. Alex instead tried to stop his bleeding wound. Panting he knelt down and pressed his hand onto the wound.

>> Please tell me who you are… << Cris asked angrily.

>> You don’t know it? << The replica replied.

>> No. Say it to me! <<

>> Look around and say me where we are… <<

Cris looked around.

>> We’re in the earth shrine… Come on… Tell me that you are the keeper! <<

The replica grinned. She gripped Cris’s wrist and freed herself from her grip. Surprised by that action Cris wasn’t able to react. Her replica ran away jumping over the grass. Alex looked up. The replica arrived at the opposite wall. A bright brown light flashed. A huge gate appeared in the wall and the replica vanished.

>> Cris? << Alex slightly asked.

>> What’s up, Alex? <<

>> Do you want to fight your replica? <<

>> Of course… <<

>> You want to fight, because it’s your replica. Not because it’s the keeper… <<

>> Yeah… I am not interested in the keeper… << Cris admitted.

Alex stood up. His wound had stopped bleeding some seconds before. He kept silent and watched his bloody hand. Without saying anything Alex went to his sleeping place, where his armor, his shirt and his sword were laying. He cut his shirt into stripes by his sharp talons. Cris joined him and she started to make some bandages of his cut shirt. She carefully put the bandages onto Alex’s wound.

>> Thanks… <<

>> No problem, Alex… <<

Alex took his sword and put armor onto his body. Slowly breathing they began to wake the others… 
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Alex and his friends stood in front of the huge gate the replica had opened some minutes before. They couldn’t see anything. Only darkness. No more.

>> Are you ready? << Alex asked.

>> I am… << Ssslith answered.

>> I won’t let you alone. << Keegan added.

>> I will kill that replica. << Cris said upset.

>> I am ready for party… << Mike replied.

>> Then let’s go… << Alex commanded.

The whole group walked in. Alex had a strange feeling in his body. Sweat flew down his body. He wore armor onto his naked body and his pants. His spatula hung onto his back and his sword was in his right hand.

Ssslith didn’t wear much. Like while their first meeting Ssslith only wore his cape and some short pants. His eyes glowed and Alex noticed his tensing…

>> I am wondering why he’s tensing. << Alex thought.

Keegan was fully equipped by his uniform. He wore a shirt, a green vest, some brown pants and a red cape. His sword lay peacefully in his hand.

>> Alex… Please watch out while we’ll being fighting against the keeper, okay? << Keegan asked.

Alex nodded.

>> I will watch out… <<

>> Well Alex… I wonder why you don’t heal your wound. << Mike added.

>> Because my magic’s linked to my stamina. Either I heal it and my stamina will go down a little or I will fight that wound. It’s too small to heal it, because there’s no difference between healing it or not. << Alex explained.

>> I see… << Mike said.

He didn’t always wear much. This time he only wore a green loin-cloth, nothing else. His strong chest glowed in the torchlight. He was able to carry his double bladed battle-axe in one hand. Alex was very impressed by Mike’s physical strength. Alex turned his head to the front. In the meantime they had gone along a long hall deeper into the mountain of Twar Island. Far away they could see a weak light at the end of the hall. It took more than five minutes until they had arrived at the end of the hall. They stood in front of a huge wooden door. Two torches were on the wall left and right to the door. A big sign had been painted onto the door.

>> Alex, do you know that sign? << Keegan asked.

Alex nodded.

>> Yeah, I do. That’s “Chi” <<

>> Chi? << all asked synchronous.

>> Yeah… The Japanese sign for Earth… <<

>> Why isn’t the symbol of earth here? << Ssslith asked.

>> And how does it look like? << Cris added.

>> The symbol of earth, which looks like a long brown gem, only shows the presence of the earth magic. Normal temples and shrines do have it in their center, but this is “The Earth Shrine” and not a cheap copy. This is the holiest sanctum of the Earthworld! << Alex explained.

>> So the keeper may not be weak… << Mike noticed.

>> I guarantee you that they are more than strong. << Alex added.

>> Do you think you have a chance, Alex? << Cris asked.

>> I think they’ll beat me in less than three minutes when I fight alone. That’s the reason why I asked you to accompany me… << Alex said smiling.

>> That’s great, Alex. Why didn’t you tell us that earlier? << Mike said upset.

>> Because I thought you would react like that… <<

>> Of course I do! I don’t want to throw away my life… <<

>> You coward! << Cris interrupted.

Mike fixed her with his look.

>> How did you call me? <<

Mike got more upset.

>> You’re a little coward. << Cris repeated.

>> I am not a coward! << Mike shouted.

>> You are. You’re afraid that you could fail and that your strength you’re proud may not be a help. As long as you think that you will die, you will die. <<

Suddenly Mike kept silent.

>> Am I right or am I not? << Cris asked provocatively.

Mike lowered his head.

>> Yeah… I fear that… << Mike admitted.

Alex pats Mike’s shoulder.

>> Mike… I don’t want to force you and I only want to ask you if you want to fight with me against the keepers. <<

>> But I fear to fail… and to die. <<

>> I also do… Compared with a keeper I am weak, but I try to fight and I try to resist. I am not as strong as you. I think you’re the strongest one of us. << Alex tried to cheer Mike up.

>> You do? << Mike asked unbelieving.

>> Yeah… You’re the tallest and the heaviest… And you have a lot of strong muscles… <<

While Alex was saying those words, he stroked over Mike’s chest. Cris’s eyes began to widen.

>> Alex? << Cris asked.

Alex ignored her and continued.

>> Your chest muscles are very beautiful and you should be able to crunch a lot of things easily. And the spatula you forged is very good… << Alex spoke.

>> Alex! << Cris said and she pulled out a feather.

>> OUCH! <<

Alex turned around.

>> What’s up, Cris? << Alex yelled.

>> You’re not trying to yiff with Mike, are you? << Cris accused Alex.

>> Why should I do that? <<

>> Because you’re gay, you yiffy gryphon! You always try to yiff with everyone who isn’t intelligent enough! <<

>> That’s not true! << Alex said.

>> Alex. Cris. Please don’t argue… << Ssslith interrupted.

>> You can’t trick me, Alex. There’s no doubt! You want to yiff with Mike! << Cris shouted.

>> I’ve never thought that you say such a nonsense. Keegan is here. Do you think that I would try to betray Keegan when he’s next to me? <<

>> You would always do. You’re so horny that you only want to yiff all the time. <<

>> What are you saying? You know that isn’t true… << Alex said.

>> You can’t control yourself. You’re masturbating every day and your life only consist of yiff. Yiff, yiff, yiff! Yiff yesterday, yiff today, yiff tomorrow… <<

Alex didn’t say anything. Ssslith tried to calm Cris down. Mike stood behind Alex and Keegan…

>> You don’t know him… I am sure he also want you… << Cris shouted at Ssslith.

>> You exaggerate, Cris… He isn’t that bad… << Ssslith replied.

Keegan lowered his head. Alex slowly took Mike’s hand lying on his shoulder. Suddenly it was quiet. Ssslith and Cris turned their back to each other. Alex sighed…

>> How’s about facing the keeper? << Mike threw in.

>> Yeah… << Cris agreed >> I need to punch somebody and the keeper will be a great target. <<

>> At least one who want to fight… << Alex commented.

Ssslith and Mike turned to the door and opened it with a loud noise…
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Slowly the door opened by Ssslith and Mike’s strength. They see what Su-Chi had told to Alex a lot of times. They reached the center of the earth shrine deep in the mountain. It looked like Su-Chi had described it. It was a huge dark cave with several pillars holding the ceiling. On the ground was a huge symbol of Earth. Alex noticed a little altar far away. They entered. Keegan and Mike looked around impressed. Cris and Ssslith watched the cave carefully. Alex watched for traps. He knelt down and stroked over the ground.

>> Alex? What are you doing? << Ssslith asked.

>> I am looking what kind of fighting place is here? << He replied.

>> You’re going to fight here? << Cris wanted to know.

>> Yeah. That’s the heart of the shrine and here’s the keeper waiting for us… <<

>> So he’s here? << Mike wondered.

>> Sure. Here is his power. Here he is stronger than before… <<

Keegan noticed two sculptures being next to the altar.

>> Hey Alex! Look! << Keegan said showing to the altar.

Alex looked up.

>> What do you mean? << Alex asked.

>> Do you see those sculptures? <<

>> Yeah… <<

>> I wonder what they are doing here… << Keegan meant.

Alex stood up and all walked closer to the altar. Alex got a bad feeling in his stomach. Every step they came closer hurt in his belly. He looked to Ssslith.

>> I am sensing his presence. << He slightly said.

>> You do? << Cris asked.

>> I am sensing him, too… << Alex added.

>> And where are they? << Keegan wanted to know.

>> They are here in this cave. I bet they can hear everything we say… << Ssslith explained.

>> Let’s examine the altar. << Keegan proposed.

Everyone agreed. When they came closer Alex could see what the sculptures looked like. The sculptures were two big anthromorphic dragon. They looked familiar to Ssslith, but they had some differences. The altar was a slight brown stone sized as a cube. On each side was the sign of Earth. Two long candles stand on it. Their flames spent some light. Between those candles was a stand with an amulet. It was the amulet of Earth. It shone a weak brown light.

>> Hey Alex! What’s that? << Mike asked.

>> That’s the amulet of Earth. << Alex explained.

All stared at it.

>> Well Alex… I have a question… << Keegan said.

>> What’s up, Keegan? << Alex replied.

>> Why does the amulet have the shape of the sign of Earth and not the shape of the symbol of Earth? <<

>> Well… Probably that’s the amulet of the keeper. Maybe he isn’t as weak as we first thought… << Ssslith guessed.

>> As you thought… I know how strong keepers may be… << Alex added.

>> Alex… you always exaggerate… << Cris commented.

>> Maybe… << Alex replied.

>> And what do we now? << Mike asked inpatient.

>> I guess we would better search for Finfar before he finds us… << Keegan said.

>> Yeah… And that amulet will help us! << Mike added and moved his big hand towards the amulet hanging on that stand.

>> DON’T TOUCH IT! << Alex shouted.

All other froze.

>> I tell you not to touch it… <<

>> Why? << Mike asked while fixing Alex with his eyes.

>> I’ll show you… <<

Alex concentrated and his hand started to glow in a blue light. Slowly he moved his hand closer to the amulet. Suddenly a force field appeared and it protected the amulet. A brown sphere surrounded the stand.

>> What’s that? << Ssslith asked excited.

>> You do really think Finfar would let his amulet here unprotected? << Alex asked?

>> Why not? It’s the center of the earth shrine so nobody except him is supposed to enter this place… << Cris meant cold.

>> But we did… << Keegan countered.

>> I am sick of all those discussions… << Mike mumbled.

He turned around and walked down some steps until he stood between both sculptures. He formed his hands to fists.

>> I want to fight now… I want to kick his butt and when he isn’t here I will take that stupid sculpture! << He angrily said.

Quickly he moved his arm backwards to punch the sculpture’s face. Alex was noticing the solution when Mike’s fist came closer to the sculpture’s face quickly. Alex turned around…

>> Mike! Don’t harm one of the sculptures! << he shouted.

But Alex wasn’t fast enough. Suddenly the sculpture’s right hand caught Mike’s arm just in front of its face.

>> What…? << Mike slightly said.

>> Not bad, Alex… << Finfar’s voice sounded.

>> Finfar… <<

Alex’s words lost in the huge cave. Slowly the sculpture’s stone turned into flesh and blood. Finfar pushed Mike away towards the other sculpture which was turning to a living creature, too. The other dragon wrapped his two strong arms around Mike’s ones. He wasn’t able to move anymore.

>> Not bad to find out we have been here for the whole time. << The first dragon spoke.

>> Yeah… Not bad, gryphon… << The second one added.

>> Alex? Who of both is Finfar? << Cris asked.

>> I am sorry, but I don’t know… But I am sure Finfar is dark blue… << Alex admitted.

>> But no one of them is dark blue… << Ssslith said.

>> Because no one of us is Finfar… He became a legend… << The first dragon explained.

>> You killed him? << Keegan asked unbelieving.

Silence. Now Alex got time to observe the two dragons. The first one was about 7 feet 6 or 8 inches tall and his skin was light blue. The skin of his belly and chest was lighter than the rest. He also had some wings with a span of about six meters. He had some little horns on his head like Ssslith, but they were shorter than his ones and they consisted of ivory. His ears were surround by his membrane goods. His long brown hair was bound together to a pony-tail lying on his back. He didn’t wear anything and he didn’t have scales. Instead he seemed to have a thicker skin that the most people. He was well-built and had a good figure. The light of the candles lighted his chest. Alex turned to the other one. The second dragon looked very familiar to the first one. Instead of the blue skin the second dragon had black skin covering his body. His chest and belly were white and together it was a strong contrast. The second dragon wasn’t that tall as the first, but he was still taller than Alex. Not much, but about two inches. His black eyes looked to the other dragon. The first dragon looked back with his beautiful green eyes. The second dragon had a well-built body, too. His black wings moved a little. Although he didn’t seem to be very strong, he could hold Mike easily. The blue dragon’s eyes fixed Alex…

>> So you want to challenge me? << The dragon asked.

Alex moved one step closer to him.

>> Yeah, I want to… My name is Alex Eagle and as a future water elemental I use my right to challenge the keeper of the earth shrine, Finfar. << Alex said with his calm voice.

>> Don’t you fear him? <<

>> I fear him, but I don’t see a reason to be scared. Perhaps I have a change to beat him and I try to use it… <<

>> I like you, little gryphon. You have courage. My name is DreamDancer… << The blue dragon spoke.

>> And I am Calimouth Saltur. << The black dragon added.

Alex swallowed.

>> If you don’t mind I want to challenge Finfar, too. << Cris said.

>> Me, too << Ssslith added.

>> Well, well… But before you may fight against him, you have to beat me << DreamDancer explained.

>> Okay… << Alex agreed.

Slowly he drew his spatula and prepared to fight. DreamDancer went to the altar and he touched the force field. He said some intelligible words and the force field began to shine. Two two-inches long arm blades appeared and he put them on his arms.

>> You may begin… Gryphon… <<

Alex enclosed the hilt of his spatula very tight and he jumped into the air spreading his wings. He lunged at DreamDancer. He turned around and blocked the spatula with his blades. DreamDancer smiled.

>> A spatula… You’re a funny little gryphon. Fighting with a cooking tool… That’s great… << He commented.

>> I will show you the power of my spatula… You will bleed… << Alex replied.

Alex’s feet touched the floor. DreamDancer struck after Alex, but he jumped behind towards the free area between the pillars. DreamDancer followed him.

>> I will try it again… << Alex thought.

DreamDancer landed in front of Alex. They were looking into each others eyes. Alex got a strange feeling.

>> His eyes look so familiar… But familiar to whom? << He thought.

DreamDancer attacked and Alex blocked with his weapon. He continues and Alex blocked and dodged his attacks. He started to move in a circle. DreamDancer watched Alex’s steps carefully. In the meantime Calimouth had been watching their fight for the whole time and he had been trying to learn Alex’s movement and his strategy. DreamDancer lunged at Alex with his both blades and Alex blocked both. Following the circle Alex moved to his right, but suddenly he saw DreamDancer’s foot and he hit him in his face very hard. Alex fell on his back. Some blood flew out of his beak. Slowly he stood up and wiped that blood away. Alternately he looked at the blood on his hand and at DreamDancer who grinned.

>> Do you think I am such a fool that I don’t recognize that technique? <<

>> No, but maybe it would work… << Alex said.

>> But it’s impressive that you know such an old technique from the four gods. << DreamDancer spoke.

>> And I see that you can use it too… << Alex noticed.

>> Yeah! The old warmth techniques of the four gods are my favorites… <<

Alex grinned. He held his spatula high into the air and he spread his wings.

>> But I still have some little tricks… Su-Chi, I call you! <<

>> Su-Chi? << DreamDancer asked excited and unbelieving.

Alex summoned the spatula of Water. Slowly its surface changed to that dark metal and the jewel in the hilt’s end turned into blue. The symbol of Water appeared at his forehead. DreamDancer stared at Alex…

>> You… you… << He stammered.

Alex smiled and ran towards him. He put the spatula into the ground and used it as some aid to jump high into the air towards his foe. Unsure what to do DreamDancer put his blades in front of his face to protect it.  

>> I have something for you! Genryu-sho-ha-ran
! << Alex shouted.

The sharp end of his spatula glowed in a white light. Alex swung it with his whole force. A light blue crescent moon-shaped energy wave left the spatula and flew towards DreamDancer. It was very fast. DreamDancer’s eyes widened and he tried to dodge to his right. The gust cut a long wound across his upper belly. Some blood flowing out of it covered his skin. He alternately looked at his wound and at Alex landing some meters in front of him.

>> You… you dared to hurt me… <<

>> You may be a important person or even the keeper, but you hurt me… I only paid it back… << Alex added.

The others stood around watching that battle. Mike, still in Calimouth’s grip, saw his chance to escape and collected all of his strength to free himself. Calimouth couldn’t resist that amount of physical power and he had to let him go.

>> Wait! DreamDancer! Watch out! << Calimouth shouted while summoning his weapon. A brown light appeared and became to the shape of a four feet long katana. He took it and chased after Mike. Suddenly Keegan interfered.

>> I won’t let you harm Alex… << He said angrily.

>> Let me go! << Calimouth replied.

He struck after Keegan, but Keegan blocked. Both began to cross their weapons. DreamDancer ordered his thoughts and he fixed Alex again.

>> Seems that the name Su-Chi irritates you… << Alex said amused.

>> Grrrr… << He replied.

He noticed Mike running towards him and he stomped onto the ground. A little earthquake moved through the floor. Fissures appeared and Mike stumbled and he fell onto his knees. Alex evaded the fissures. DreamDancer stretched his arm out and the amulet of Earth flew into his hand. Slowly he put it around his neck and his eyes became evil. Cris and Ssslith both watched the fights.

>> Why don’t you attack one of both? They won’t have a chance against us… << Cris asked.

>> Because it isn’t our battle… Until Alex don’t call for me, I won’t interfere… << Ssslith answered.

Keegan and Calimouth still fought. Their weapons collided and a metallic noise sounded through the air. Calimouth attacks. Keegan blocks. Keegan jumps into the air and swung his sword. Calimouth did a step back and blocked again. He also attacked and Keegan evaded. They both seemed to be as good as the other. DreamDancer still looked into Alex’s eyes. He raised his hands and he the symbol of Earth appeared at his forehead.

>> He’s going to use a spell… << Alex thought.

>> I am sorry, Alex. But you’re too dangerous… Dragon Needles! << DreamDancer shouted.

Ssslith turned his head to DreamDancer and Alex.

>> Dragon Needles? Alex! Watch out! << He said.

He ran towards them, but he was too slow. DreamDancer’s foot impacted on the ground and big stone spikes shot out of the floor cutting Alex’s skin with their sharp tips. Alex tried to protect his defenseless body, but he failed. More and more spikes hurt his flesh.

>> ALEX! << Ssslith shouted.

The symbol of ice appeared at his forehead and he also used magic now. His hands were covered by a dark blue fog.

>> Aldretha’s Breath! <<

The dark blue fog releases a ice cold gust and a thin ice cover lay over the ground. DreamDancer’s skin also started to freeze. His spell ended and Alex fell on his knees. He spat some blood and he slowly tried to stand up. DreamDancer’s movement was very limited now. He looked over to Calimouth.

>> Cali! I need you help! << He shouted.

Calimouth turned his head to DreamDancer and he didn’t pay attention to Keegan anymore. Keegan used his carelessness and struck with his sword. DreamDancer had to see how Keegan’s sword cut a long wound across his friend’s chest. Blood splattered over the ground. Calimouth collapsed. DreamDancer’s pupils became very small. An indescribable dragon scream sounded. Everyone except DreamDancer had to put their hands over their ears.

>> CALI! <<

The symbol of Earth shone more brighter than before and it began to blend the others. Quickly DreamDancer stretched his hand out.

>> Don’t die! <<

Calimouth lay onto the floor without any movement. More blood watered the ground. Tears appeared in DreamDancer’s eyes.

>> You all will pay for this! << He said while a brown light was leaving his hand and flew towards Calimouth’s body.

His body started to shone the same brown as the little light and it began to vanish. Alex looked up and he saw something he had never seen before. The symbol on DreamDancer’s forehead changed. After some second it became the sign of Earth.

>> Holy… << He slightly said.

DreamDancer’s body also changed. His skin became dark blue and there grew scales out of it. He got about 4 inches taller and his muscles all over his body got stronger and more in size. He opened his eyes and fixed all. He began to speak.

>> So you little freaks… You wanted to challenge Finfar? Here I am! <<

All shivered. His voice was deep and impressive. Alex knew that they had a problem now. They had gotten the keepers too upset. Now they real keeper stood in front of them… Finfar.

Mike stood up and took his battle-axe.

>> Hey you… I am not impressed. << He said in a provocative tone.

Finfar grinned. He raised his hands and his arm blades grew to a length of about three feet.

>> Come on, you great Minotaur. << Finfar said.

Mike didn’t want to hear it a second time. He swung his battle-axe and he jumped with his huge and heavy body. Finfar pushed his axe away easily and he punched him with his brown glowing fist. With high speed Mike were pushed away by Finfar’s force towards a pillar and he crashed into it. Rocks and little stone jumped over the ground and Mike collapsed. All the others swallowed.

>> No one of you will leave his cave alive… I will kill you all… <<

Alex had heard from Finfar that he was very furious and got upset pretty fast. But he didn’t expected his power. Slowly he stood up. He looked at Cris and Ssslith standing near to the opposite wall. Then he looked at Keegan. Keegan had closed his eyes and the sign of Fire appeared at the ground.

>> He’s going to transform? << Alex shouted.

3/11/2004  8:32 AM

Gently the lava lamp spent its light. Fenix looked out of his window showing to the Fireworld, which floated over the cloud cover separating the four elemental worlds and the earth. It was early in the morning and the sun still touched the horizon. Slowly Fenix’s coat moved in the wind caused by a little ventilator in the edge. His desk was very cleaned up. He dislikes chaos and disorder, which is very untypical for a fire creature. Especially for the God of Fire. On the red painted wall hung a group picture of the four gods and their children. Fenix had added a little photo from Alex next to the picture. He sighed.

>> Alex should already arrived at the earth shrine. Hope Finfar follows the plan. << Fenix thought.

Slowly he turned around and went towards his office door. He left his office and walked through the hall. He arrived at the elevator and pressed the button. A whole minute later the elevator arrived and the door opened. Fenix saw Su-Chi standing in the cabin.

>> Hi, Su-Chi… << Fenix said.

>> Good Morning… << Su-Chi replied.

Fenix entered and pressed the button of the first level. Without saying anything he stood next to Su-Chi. The elevator started to move.

>> Have you already heard something from Alex? << Fenix asked.

>> No… Seems that he’s busy… <<

>> Maybe he has already been at the earth shrine… <<

>> Where do you know that? << Su-Chi asked excited.

>> I got a letter from Terra… I should take care over that event… <<

>> Why? Why don’t I know about that? <<

>> You know that it is top secret… We complete the plan as soon as possible… << Fenix explained.

>> Has anyone of you thought about Alex and his feelings? We’re playing with his soul. << Su-Chi added.

>> That’s the cause why you should take him. You can handle children much better than the others… Me included… << Fenix admitted.

>> So I am only a figure in your chess game, too? << Su-Chi asked upset.

>> No… But your responsibility is the biggest… When Alex find out about the plan, then you have to tell him about it… I am not sure if he can get all of it… <<

>> I think it has been unfair the whole time. << Su-Chi said.

>> But we need him… << Fenix spoke.

The elevator arrived at the 1st level. The door opened. Both left the elevator.

>> I don’t force you to accept our business, but you’re in it like we all… When we fall, you will fall, too… Think about it… << Fenix told Su-Chi.

Then Fenix went away. Su-Chi watched Fenix until he disappeared and Su-Chi turned around and walked towards the transport-station…

3/11/612  8:36 AM

>> He’s going to transform? << Alex asked himself.

Hi, the sign of Fire, kept glowing. Keegan stood on it and his eyes were closed. Finfar’s eyes were still wide opened and he was very upset. Mike didn’t wake up during the passed seconds. He was knocked out.

>> Who’s next? << Finfar asked.

>> Now’s my turn. << Ssslith replied.

He did some steps forward and slowly drew his dagger.

>> You want to challenge me with a dagger? << Finfar asked. >> Are you serious? <<

>> Yeah, I am… << Ssslith said. >> I trained a long time… I needn’t a huge weapon to beat you. My martial art will take the victory… <<

>> Martial Art? <<

Ssslith concentrated and the symbol of ice appeared at his forehead. Slowly he raised his dagger and he summons Aldretha’s dagger. Its blade changed to dark blue.

>> Here I go… <<

Ssslith ran towards Finfar and jumped into the air. He lunged at him while diving. Finfar used his blades to block and Ssslith used his tail as a whip and hit Finfar’s face. He did a step backwards and Ssslith jumped off the blades and kicked with his right foot. He hit Finfar’s knee and he fell on it.

>> You see that! I can beat you easily. << Ssslith spoke.

He didn’t notice Finfar’s wings were going to strike after him. Ssslith went some steps backwards and dashed to attack him again. Finfar stood up quickly and struck with his huge wing. He hit Ssslith hard. He flew backwards. He wasn’t as fast as Mike had been cause Finfar only had struck with his wing. As Alex saw that a strange force took control over his body. He suddenly thought he had to take care about Ssslith. As fast as he could he ran towards him and caught him. He saw Ssslith had also fainted. He lowered his head.

>> Bastard! << he said with low volume.

Keegan still stood on the sign of Fire and a round column of fire surrounded his body. Some seconds the fire column was going to capture him, but then the column disappeared and Keegan stood there. His body burned and his clothes had changed. He wore a shining red armor and a cinnabar cape. His sword had changed, too. Slowly he drew his now two-handed sword out of its sheath. Its blade was more than 5 feet long and it had a ruby in its hilt showing the symbol of Fire. It was the holy weapon of the Fireworld and their entire proud. That blade was the Blade of Fire also known as Fenix’s tooth.

>> Now you will pay for all that! << He slightly said.

>> Do you think that I can’t beat you? << Finfar asked.

Keegan didn’t reply. He started to ran towards him and prepared to strike. Fenix’s tooth cut the air as Keegan had struck with it. Finfar smiled and blocked it easily. Unbelieving Keegan stared at Finfar’s blades.

>> But… <<

Finfar punched him with his whole force. A huge pain flooded his body as he hit his breast armor. It broke. Pieces of his armor fell onto the ground. Keegan could hardly stand after that hit. Suddenly his sign became brighter and he concentrated again.

>> I won’t lose… << Keegan said.

Fenix’s tooth started to burn. He summoned the Fire blade.

>> Sweet! The wasp got a spike… <<

>> Very funny, Finfar! <<

Keegan attacked again. He struck with the sword several times. Finfar evaded and blocked his attacks. Alex could see the flames of the sword began to heat the air. Keegan’s body also heat the air. Without any warning Keegan aimed at Finfar’s legs. Finfar noticed Keegan’s plan. Easily he jumped over the blade. While Finfar was in the air Keegan also jumped into the air and he struck again. This time from above.

>> What the… ? <<

Finfar looked confused at the burning blade coming from above. It hit his chest and it was going to drill through his hard scales. It reached his flesh and a few blood came out of his wound. Of cause of the force Finfar fell down quickly and he impacted on the ground. Keegan landed next to him.

>> Okay… I admit that you’re more than a wasp… <<

Finfar’s voice became deeper than before.

>> Thank you for the compliment. << Keegan added smiling.

>> Maybe he is able to beat him! << Alex thought.

Slowly Finfar stood up. Blood flew down his scaled chest and it reached his belly. He spread his arms and the sign of Earth appeared at his forehead. He was going to use another spell. Finfar grinned. The shattered ground under his feet started to move. Slowly some big stones and huge rocks began to float. They ascended until they reached the height of Finfar’s head. He moved his arms together in front of him.

>> Earth Wind! <<

Finfar summoned another spell and the stoned directly flew towards Keegan. They were fast and Keegan could hardly block them. More and more he was hit by the stones and rocks. His body started to shiver and he was going to faint. Alex was terrified of Finfar’s power. Like wrapped in chains he had to watch the scene. He couldn’t do anything. He was still too weak to use a strong spell. Cris also watched it.

>> Cris! Why the hell aren’t you helping him? << Alex shouted.

>> Because it isn’t my fight… << She said.

The last stone flew and hit Keegan. He had to use his sword to stand upright. His legs and his arms were shaking when Finfar attacked again. Keegan pulled the sword out of the ground and he blocked Finfar’s attack. Finfar smiled. He did a step backwards and he watched Keegan collapsing.

>> Only two remain… Or better one and a half… << Finfar said.

Then he laughed. Cris calmly raised her hand.

>> Hey! You big stupid dragon! As long as one is still able to fight you haven’t won. << She said.

>> You know that anthromorphic animals are stronger than average humans? And additional you’re a female… <<

>> My skills will beat you. Not my body… <<

Her raised hand started to glow in a violet light. She took her rapier in her other hand and held it horizontally. With average speed she moved her glowing hand across the blade and it commenced to change its shape. She drew a shape of a scythe into the air and her rapier followed her movement. Its blade became the hilt and a huge sharp scythe grew out of the hilt. Strange hieroglyphs appeared on its edge and its consisted of a violet material.

>> And your copy of me was really nice, but it was completely wrong. I am wearing a rapier but that doesn’t mean that a special weapon I may have must also be a rapier. <<

>> Well Cris… It was a fast copy. And I didn’t think about it much… << Finfar admitted. 

Cris enclosed the hilt of her weapon with her both hands. Angrily she fixed Finfar. Alex still held Ssslith’s body in his arms. He slowly put him onto the floor.

>> Cris! How do you call your weapon? << He shouted.

>> It’s the Scythe of Shadow. I got it from my father. << Cris told him.

>> Very nice… << Finfar said grinning.

Both started to move at the same moment. Cris jumped to her right while Finfar was doing the same. They walked around in a circle. Then finally Cris decided to attack. She struck with her scythe and Finfar blocked it. But he commenced to get problems fighting against such a huge weapon. The hilt was more than six feet long and its edge more than three feet. When the scythe was hitting Finfar’s arm blades some glowing metal pieces fell down to earth. Alex watched Cris’s strange, but effective fighting style. Finfar attacked and Cris jumped into the air to evade. In the air she lunged at him. Their weapons collided and Cris jumped backwards. Alex noticed Cris had never stopped moving during her fight against Finfar. She ran around him, but he also moved in a circle. It repeated several times. No one of them was able to hurt the other…

>> Cris, how did you know that fighting style is the most effective? << Alex asked.

>> Well, my dear Alex… << Cris explained >> I watch my foes first before I fight with them… <<

>> But you didn’t do that when you wanted to fight with me while you was a dragon… << Alex noticed grinning.

Cris was confused.

>> Well… I… << Cris stammered.

Cris didn’t pay her full attention to the fight anymore. Finfar noticed that…

>> Thank you, you stupid gryphon… <<

He lunged at her and she could block his blades, but the force pushed her away against a wall. Some dirt fell off the ceiling.

>> ALEX! Why did you do that? << Cris asked upset.

>> Because I want to finish him… << Alex replied.

Alex took his spatula and he prepared to fight. Finfar grinned. Suddenly the huge gate to that room opened and a average person stood in it… Alex recognized that person. Finfar seemed to know it too. A name left his snout…

>> Su-Chi… << Finfar spoke.

To be continued…

� Summoning of a sharp gust





