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Chapter eighteen – DreamDancer and Calimouth
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>> Su-Chi <<

Slowly Finfar lowered his arms. The sign of Earth on his forehead disappeared. His arm blades shrank and he seemed to lose his will to fight. He started to glow and he was being separated into DreamDancer and Calimouth. They appeared and DreamDancer carried Cali on his arms. Cali was still without consciousness.

>> Please hold him a little, okay? << DreamDancer asked Alex in a calm way.

Alex nodded and he took Calimouth’s body. The dragon wasn’t that heavy. About 200 pounds Alex guessed. He had some problems holding him cause he was hurt but he tried it as good as he could. DreamDancer walked towards Su-Chi. Su-Chi came closer to DreamDancer, too.

>> Long time no see, DreamDancer… << Su-Chi noticed.

>> Yeah! << DreamDancer added.

Suddenly DreamDancer got faster and he ran towards Su-Chi and they hugged each other a long time. Alex didn’t believe his ears. He heard DreamDancer crying. Curiously he walked closer to them.

>> It feels good to see you again… << Su-Chi said.

>> Yeah… <<

DreamDancer sniffed.

>> You needn’t cry, DreamDancer… Don’t cry, my son… << Su-Chi added.

>> Your son??? << Alex asked confused.

>> Yeah… << Su-Chi said while patting DreamDancer’s back >> Do you remember the photograph of him? I told you about him, didn’t I? <<

>> True. I remember now… Then Calimouth is his soulmate… << Alex added.

>> Alex… Please tell me what happened here… << Su-Chi wanted to know.

>> I will, father… << Alex began to tell him >> As we arrived here at the earth shrine we knew Finfar was somewhere. We entered the deeper parts of the earth shrine and we met DreamDancer and Calimouth. I challenged him and we started to fight. In the meantime Keegan and Calimouth also started to fight. After Keegan had hurt Cali, DreamDancer united with him and they became Finfar. And then he knocked out everybody except me and Cris… <<

>> Be happy that I only got dirty… My clothes… << Cris said upset.

>> And then you came in, Father… << Alex added.

DreamDancer stopped to cry. He stood up and wiped his tears away. Slowly he turned around and looked into Alex’s green eyes. Alex replied DreamDancer’s gaze.

>> I am sorry for all this… <<

>> It isn’t your fault. I only wanted to beat you… Not to harm you… <<

>> And sorry for knocking out them all… The ice dragon is your mate, isn’t he? << DreamDancer asked.

Alex shook his head and smiled.

>> No… Keegan, the fox, is my mate… <<

>> The fox? But why didn’t you help him during battle… << DreamDancer asked curious.

>> I don’t know… I had the feeling I have to care about Ssslith… The ice dragon… <<

>> When that’s true, he is still at the beginning… << DreamDancer thought.

>> I have the feeling of a change in me… << Alex continued.

>> Don’t worry… You will find your personal luck and your personal happiness. Trust your heart and your soulmate will find you much earlier than you expect… << DreamDancer explained.

>> I feel very unsure and… I have the feeling I will lose someone I love and care… << Alex said.

Su-Chi walked over and patted Alex’s shoulder.

>> Don’t worry, my son… It will be over. Everything will be over someday… << He spoke.

>> Listen to Dad… He is very wise… << DreamDancer said smiling.

>> How old are you now, DreamDancer? I think about 590 years and you still call me Dad… << Su-Chi added.

>> You’re right. << DreamDancer admitted. >> But you’re always my father and I am always your son although I am taller and stronger than you. I only want to show my respect. <<

>> Thank you, my son. <<

Slowly Calimouth started to move in Alex’s arms. He awake…

>> Good Morning, my love… << DreamDancer said warmly while he was nuzzling his soulmate.

Calimouth opened his eyes and also nuzzled DreamDancer.

>> Good Morning, my dwaggie… << He replied.

Calimouth noticed that he was lying on Alex’s arms. Calimouth turned his head to Alex and both looked into each others’ eyes.

>> Do you want downwards? << Alex asked.

Calimouth nodded and Alex let him down. Calimouth tried to stand. He was still unsure and DreamDancer helped him. Calimouth yawned and stroked over his chest. Alex looked confused.

>> Excuse me, but where did Calimouth’s wound go? <<

>> I guess the union between them cured the wound… << Cris added.

>> You’re right… << DreamDancer said.

>> But originally that union only exists to show challengers their foe when they want to fight us. << Calimouth explained.

>> The most aren’t able to resist against one of us… <<

>> And mostly I should fight against them… << Calimouth added.

>> Because my physical strength is stronger than yours… <<

>> But when some challengers appear which look strong or skilled enough, then DreamDancer starts the fight. During the last eight years we only had to transform to Finfar three times… <<

>> And nobody was able to beat us… But our fight isn’t over. I promise we will bring it to an end someday… << DreamDancer spoke.

Alex and Cris nodded. Then the looked back to the battlefield.

>> Dad? Would you help me reviving the others? << Alex asked.

>> Sure, Alex… << Su-Chi answered.

The both slowly walked away. Carefully DreamDancer looked after them.

>> Do you think Alex could beat us? << He asked Calimouth.

>> When your father is serious and Alex is really a water elemental, then it would become more worse for us. Our dust and non-stone spells wouldn’t work anymore because he could turn them into mud. And Alex didn’t use magic… <<

>> So his energy wave wasn’t magic… But it felt like magical damage… <<

>> I think it was a kind of spiritual power based on his physical strength… You know… That stuff Su-Chi tried to teach you… << Calimouth told DreamDancer.

>> Su-Chi called it Cho… Because it is related with the Chinese Chi… But that didn’t interest me and I continued studying the earth spells… <<

>> But Su-Chi wanted to learn you water spells, didn’t he? << Calimouth asked.

>> I can only use one water spell… Hikari! << DreamDancer said.

Suddenly a bright light left DreamDancer’s hand and disappeared some seconds later.

>> But I am not trained in water spells… That’s the cause why it disappeared that fast. My earth spells are much stronger… And I still wonder why Su-Chi supported me with learning those earth spells… <<

>> Maybe he noticed that you’re much better with earth than with water… <<

>> No… Su-Chi told me once I had to learn an element except water, cause I was also part of the plan… << DreamDancer explained.

>> Which plan? <<

>> The plan “Aledante” << DreamDancer said.

Alex and Su-Chi walked through the hall. Su-Chi had told Alex he would go and revive Keegan and Mike before he separated from him. Alex decided to take care of Ssslith. Alone he walked over the calm and dirty ground. His wounds still bleed and his gryphon blood was dripping to the earth. His breath was calm. Although his health was bad and he wouldn’t been able to stand a long, he wanted to use his magical powers to revive his friend. He arrived at his friend’s body which lay in front of him. Lifeless…

>> I am very sorry that I couldn’t rescue you… << he said with low volume.

He slowly closed his eyes and started to concentrate. He raised his head and he symbol of Water appeared at his forehead shining in its blue light. His remaining armor also glowed. Like in trance he spread his arms and his armor began to vanish in a light blue light. Many little blue lines raised into the air and they all came together at one point forming a blue sphere. Very slowly Alex opened his beak and spoke some words.

>> Salutaris contrectatio! <<

The sphere glowed very brightly and it illuminated the whole cave. It faded out and Alex kept standing in front of Ssslith’s body. His wounds began to close, but some blood remained in his fur. He looked at Ssslith’s body. He started to smile as he saw Ssslith began moving…

>> So you’re awake now. << Alex said.

Ssslith opened his eyes and looked upwards to Alex.

>> Uhhh… Alex, can you tell me what happened? <<

>> Sure, my dragon friend… You were knocked out, but the fight is over now… We neither won nor lost… It was a draw… << Alex told Ssslith.

>> Draw? But how could that happen? << Ssslith asked while he was rubbing the back of his head.

>> It was because Su-Chi, God of Water, interrupted. << Alex answered.

>> Su-Chi is here? <<

Alex nodded and he helped Ssslith to stand up. Ssslith smiled and looked around seeing Su-Chi standing next to Mike and Keegan who also had been revived. Calmly they walked over to them…

>> Good Morning guys… << Alex said smiling.

>> Ha… Very funny, Alex… Are you going to be witty? << Mike replied not that happy.

>> No… I only wanted to greet you… << Alex explained.

>> Finally I can fight again… Now let us finish them… << Keegan said excited.

>> No, Keegan… There is no fight anymore… It ended by a tie… << Su-Chi added.

>> WHAT? << Keegan and Mike asked synchronous.

Alex nodded.

>> It’s true… I and Finfar… I meant DreamDancer and Calimouth decided to end that battle for now… << Alex explained.

Keegan put his sword into its sheath and he sighed.

>> Okay, Alex… That means I’ve lost… << Keegan said.

>> That’s not true… DreamDancer and Calimouth are fully earth elementals… Your powers aren’t fully developed at the moment… <<

>> That’s not right, Alex… << Calimouth suddenly interrupted.

Calimouth and DreamDancer had gone to the others before. Cris had also joined them.

>> My soulmate isn’t an elemental… <<

>> I am supporting him with my katana skills and my very limited earth magic… << Calimouth explained.

>> What kind of earth magic? Quake or Spike? << Alex asked.

>> Mostly Quake… << Calimouth answered.

>> Alex? What does that mean? << Mike asked not understanding.

>> Each elemental is separated into two groups… Earth as an example is separated in Quake and Spike spells… While DreamDancer was fighting against me I noticed he mostly uses Spike spells… So it isn’t strange that Calimouth uses Quake spells… <<

>> Exactly… << DreamDancer added.

>> And how is it with fire magic? << Keegan asked curiously.

>> Fire is separated in Burn and Melt… << Alex explained.

>> But I can’t say what kind you use… You used during our fight only your elemental power… That doesn’t say about your magic direction… <<

>> Is it possible that you are able to use both direction of a magical element? << Cris asked.

>> Good question, Miss Cris… << Su-Chi said. >> My son DreamDancer isn’t able to use both… He only can use Spike spells of Earth. My adoptive son Alex is only able to use the Wave spells of Water… <<

>> What is the other part of Water? << Ssslith interrupted.

>> Steam… << Su-Chi said.

>> Not Ice? << Ssslith asked confused.

>> No… Ice is an independent elemental… Also divided into Glacier and Freeze… <<

Suddenly Mike fell onto his knees and put his hand over his ears…

>> Please stop… That’s too much for me… << He whimpered.

>> I am sorry, Mike… We forgot you are only a blacksmith and you hadn’t had contact to magic before you met us… << Alex added.

>> Magic is very complicated… Too complicated for some people… << Calimouth said.

>> True… << DreamDancer agreed.

Keegan knelt down next to Mike trying to cheer him up. But Cris seemed to have still a question.

>> Su-Chi… I still want to know one thing… << Cris asked.

>> Then ask me little maid… <<

Cris summoned her magical weapon, the Scythe of Shadow.

>> How is it with this weapon? Do I have to rename it when I find out what kind of magic I use? <<

Su-Chi shook his head.

>> No… Alex, please give me your spatula… <<

Alex nodded and handed it over. Su-Chi took it and enclosed the hilt. Without doing anything the spatula transformed into the spatula of Water.

>> Do you see, Cris? << Su-Chi asked >> All water elementals may use that weapon. This spatula doesn’t care if the warrior uses Wave or Steam spells. <<

>> So my scythe will stay as the Scythe of Shadow… <<

Su-Chi nodded. Cris smiled. Alex hadn’t seen her being that happy for a long time. Mike had calmed down in the meantime. He and Keegan had stood up some second before.

>> But Alex… << Keegan started to speak. >> One thing I still want to know… Why did we fight against DreamDancer and Calimouth? Or better asked against Finfar? <<

>> I know that question would come… DreamDancer, can you show them why I challenged you? << Alex answered.

>> Sure, Alex… <<

DreamDancer walked over to the altar in the middle of the cave. He turned to Alex and he raised his hands. Alex closed his eyes. DreamDancer’s amulet of Earth started to glow.

>> Travelers who came from far away to fight against the keeper of the earth shrine. You showed me your fighting and magical abilities and I, DreamDancer, decided to accept your success… You all together beat me and Calimouth as keepers of this shrine… << He said.

Ssslith looked to Su-Chi. Su-Chi nodded while DreamDancer was speaking and he wrote something down.

>> And your prize is… << DreamDancer continued.

>> A prize? << Keegan and Cris asked.

>> Yes. << Alex said smiling.

>> I am really curious what kind of price it is… << Mike added.

Calimouth walked next to DreamDancer and smiled.

>> Your prize is the experience we gave to you by fighting with us… You needn’t anything except training. You all have great potential to become strong warriors and a great team. << Calimouth added.

>> Nothing else? << Cris asked.

Both shook their heads.

>> I am satisfied with it… << Keegan admitted.

>> Me, too… << Alex added. >> I needed that experience… <<

>> Experience? Why do you need experience? << Cris asked upset.

>> Because I want to become a first level water magician… << Alex replied.

>> You and first level magician? You won’t pass the test for sure… <<

>> I think I have more chances than you, human… <<

>> I’ll show you who has more chances… << Cris shouted while she was drawing her scythe and lunging at Alex.

Alex drew his sword and blocked her attack. But Alex had to use his whole power to resist that huge edge.

>> Fool! It’s useless trying to block a magical weapon with a non-magical one. << Cris said grinning.

>> She’s right! Watch out, Alex… Or she’ll kill you. << DreamDancer said.

Sweat appeared at Alex’s forehead.

>> Please stop arguing << Ssslith said to calm both down.

>> The spatula of water, Su-Chi… << Alex said as he focused his force in his arms and pushed the edge of the scythe of Shadow upwards. Then he jumped away towards the spatula Su-Chi had thrown into the air some seconds before.

>> What the hell? << Cris asked.

Alex caught the spatula and he started to glow in a very weak blue light. He enclosed the hilt of his weapon.

>> Revenge! <<

Alex ran towards Cris and he lunged at her. She prepared to dodge. Suddenly Ssslith went between them .

>> That’s enough! << He said.

Alex could hardly stopped and the edge stopped a few inches in front of Ssslith’s naked chest. He looked unbelieving into Ssslith’s eyes.

>> Ssslith… What are you doing? This is none of your business. << Alex said.

>> No, Alex… It’s enough. I can’t stand when you and Cris start to fight of cause of minor problems. <<

>> I would first try to solve my own problems before worrying about other people’s problem, wingless dragon… << Cris said. >> And I want to get my experience. I was the last in the queue and I couldn’t fight very long with Finfar. So get out of my way! << 

Alex noticed how all of Ssslith’s coolness vanished. Cris had hit a wound point deep in Ssslith’s soul and that two words sounded in the whole cave and the echo repeated it a lot of times.

>> Wingless dragon… << Ssslith said with very low volume, so nobody could hear it.

>> That wasn’t fair… << Su-Chi told Cris as he fixed her with his eyes.

>> But it’s the truth. << Cris replied.

>> Because it is the truth it is very hard for someone… The truth may be as hard as a lie… << DreamDancer explained.

>> Wingless dragon… << Ssslith repeated.

Alex looked to Ssslith and he noticed a little tear forming in his left eye. Alex swallowed and went next to him patting his back.

>> Look. We two have wings. They are even bigger than average ones and it’s normal, because dragons are supposed to have wings. But he doesn’t have any… << Calimouth said.

>> Maybe he was even born without them… << DreamDancer guessed.

Those words hit Ssslith very hard and his tears got bigger as finally one of them rolled down his face. Suddenly Ssslith started to ran out of the cave. Alex wanted to follow him, but Su-Chi stopped him.

>> Let me talk to him… I am sure I can help him… << Su-Chi said with his calm voice.

Alex slowly nodded.

>> Please help him… I don’t like it seeing him like that… << Alex added.

>> I’ll see what I can do… <<

Su-Chi started to leave to cave in a very calm way. Alex turned around and looked at Cris angry. She replied the look in the same way like Alex did. They didn’t say anything anymore…
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Outside of the earth shrine the sun shone. The morning was early and many dark clouds were far away near the horizon. The sunrays broke through the cloud cover several times. Loudly the entrance to the earth shrine reopened and Ssslith ran out of it. He cried and many tears dripped from his face. Those words still hurt in his soul. He kept running until he arrived at the coast of Twar Island. The coast had very high cliffs and no beach. Still crying he sat down onto a rock lying there. His head was lowered and he watched the ground.

>> Why I don’t have wings? <<

It had been very painful for him all the time. It all had started since his birth. He remembered his childhood. The time where all hatchling in his neighborhood had tried to fly with their little wings. Ssslith had stayed at home and helped his parents. He had had time… Because he hadn’t needed practicing with them. But later during high school it had become an disadvantage. He had had to walk to school and it had taken about an hour. Many of his classmates had asked him if he had lost his wings. He had replied he had never had some. Very quickly he had become very famous as the guy without wings. Famous by the girls, hated by  the boys. Nevertheless that question had survived in his mind since he had been born. Ssslith sobbed.

>>Why you don’t have wings? <<

Ssslith turned around as he heard that voice. He saw Su-Chi walking towards the cliff. His look was cold and his breath was calm.

>> Do you want to know the answer? << Su-Chi asked.

>> The answer to the question I’ve searching my whole life? << Ssslith asked back.

>> I know it… <<

Su-Chi smiled.

>> What I have to do? What should I do to get the answer? <<

Ssslith became excited.

>> Just answer some questions… How long was the wingspan from the most famous guy at your high school? <<

>> The most famous… I think it was about 5 meters. All girls loved him due to his big wings… << Ssslith answered.

>> Only 5 meters? Poor guy… <<

>> I don’t understand. <<

>> My dear Ssslith Silentclaw. I talked with Fenix about that topic and we decided to tell you your true destiny. You have been observed your whole life by us gods. We had to get sure you’re the one we’re searching for. Now we’re sure… <<

>> The one? Am I special? <<

>> Since your birth… The fact you don’t have wings made you special from the beginning. <<

Ssslith only nodded.

>> But in the negative way… <<

>> Well… How should I explain it? Would you prefer to suffer while your childhood? << Su-Chi started to speak.

>> No at all chances! <<

>> And when you get a reward for that suffering? <<

>> What kind of reward? <<

>> A reward which will give you glory and respect… <<

Ssslith swallowed.

>> Please don’t tell me I had to suffer… << Ssslith added.

Su-Chi lowered his head. Finally he sighed.

>> You had to… You had to suffer under your lack of your wings until we met here… Now I can fix that lack. << Su-Chi said with his calm voice.

>> Fix that lack? << Ssslith said unbelieving.

Su-Chi smiled and nodded as he touched Ssslith’s shoulders. Ssslith swallowed again as he felt a strange and unknown feeling in his body. Su-Chi’s hands started to glow and the Symbol of Water appeared at his forehead shining in its blue light. At Ssslith’s forehead appeared the Symbol of Ice instead. Both looked into each others’ eyes as suddenly a huge pain appeared in Ssslith’s back. He groaned and shouted with his deep draconic voice. Su-Chi had a little smile on his face. Ssslith arched and he raised his head in pain closing his eyes. He screamed very loudly.

>> Su-Chi! What are you doing with me? << Ssslith asked as he suffered.

Su-Chi didn’t answer and continued. The pain became too much for Ssslith. He took off his cape and bends forward showing his upper back high into the air. The pain grew and he started to cry due to the pain wanting to rip his back. Suddenly two bulges appeared onto his back and they grew and grew till they tore open and two wings came out. They are huge and thin, nearly transparent. Ssslith stopped to whine as his wings had left his body and they spread automatically. Slowly he stands up and watches his wings. He got tears again. Tears of happiness…

>> What do you think? Do you like them? Seven meters wingspan… << Su-Chi added as he softly stroked Ssslith’s shoulder.

>> I like them much… I am so happy having my own wings… Thank you a lot… But am I special because I got my wings by a god? <<

>> No, Ssslith… Your true destiny is… You’re one of Ainessa’s Martyrs… <<

Ssslith blinked. Slowly he sat down staring at the ground. Like he had been having his wings his whole life he wrapped them around his body. He sighed.

>> Do you gods know who the other 8 are? << Ssslith asked calmly.

>> We’re working on it… <<

>> But why me? I mean why should I lose my life in a battle for Ainessa… I don’t come from Ainessa… <<

>> You won’t fight for Ainessa… You’ll fight for something you trust in and what you love… Only the power of all nine martyrs can fight for this kingdom… << Su-Chi explained.

>> But Salvator told us something different… << Ssslith remarked.

>> The Legend of Ainessa’s Martyrs… It may vary from region to region. I heard far in the east they say that the male and the female leader even marry and they get children before they die in that battle. << Su-Chi said with his calm voice.

Ssslith stood up and nodded.

>> I propose we should go back to the others… <<

>> Good idea… <<

Ssslith and Su-chi entered the earth shrine again…
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DreamDancer and Calimouth were sitting around a little campfire when Ssslith and Su-Chi arrived there. The others were sleeping because they still needed some. Alex’s snore was very loud. DreamDancer and Ssslith looked into each other’s eyes. Calimouth stared at the campfire with his sleepy eyes. Without making a noise Ssslith sat down next to DreamDancer. Accidentally Ssslith touched him with one of his wings. DreamDancer looked at Ssslith carefully.

>> Hey! You finally got your wings. << He said.

Ssslith nodded and smiled.

>> Yeah. Su-Chi was nice enough to fix that problem. << Ssslith replied.

Calimouth yawned. DreamDancer’s laid his arms around his mate’s shoulders.

>> May I ask you some questions? << Ssslith asked.

>> Sure… Go ahead. << DreamDancer answered.

>> What do you two all the day? <<

>> Well, most of the time we’re here and waste our time. We sleep until noon each day and snuggle and cuddle all the time. All three days Salvator visits us and brings us some food. <<

>> Salvator has to bring you food? << Ssslith asked unbelieving.

>> But it’s true. << Calimouth interfered. >> He made a contract with Terra. She should protect the island with her force and he offered the new keepers supporting them by food. Mostly fish. <<

>> And was there anything you did during those 19 years, son? << Su-Chi asked.

>> No, father. I think you know the life of a keeper. <<

>> I do, but I also know that keepers may have some vacation, too. <<

>> How that? << Calimouth asked.

>> We gods know that you would go crazy when you spend your life inside of this shrine. << Su-Chi explained.

>> Really? <<

Calimouth opened his eyes and Ssslith saw a wide smile growing on his snout.

>> Can we ask Terra closing the shrine for two weeks? << He asked.

>> Sure… << Su-Chi nodded and answered.

Calimouth and DreamDancer stood up and they touched their hands. Synchronous they closed their eyes and the amulet of Earth shone. Their bodies started to merge and they became Finfar again. He slowly walked over to the altar of the earth shrine and he concentrated. The amulet flashed a lot of times in a determinate system. Su-Chi looks over to him.

>> Good that I taught him the Morse code. << He said.

The amulet stopped flashing. Seconds later a brown ray came from above. It hit Finfar on his forehead. It disappeared and he nodded. Slowly he turns around as Ssslith noticed a grin on his snout. He flashed and he separated himself into DreamDancer and Calimouth. Calimouth was more happier than ever.

>> Depending on your actual mood I guess Terra accepted it? << Su-Chi asked friendly.

DreamDancer nodded.

>> She has been happy for a long time lately. <<

>> We didn’t expect getting vacation that fast and even without arguing about that topic. << DreamDancer said.

>> Maybe because that was our first request in 19 years… << Calimouth added.

>> Maybe… << DreamDancer replied.

>> And what are you two going to do now? << Ssslith asked calmly.

>> I heard about a fighting tournament in Ainessa. It will begin in about five days. Magical skills aren’t allowed. Only your physical force may be used. I want to take part of that competition. << Calimouth explained.

>> And what is with you, my son? <<  Su-Chi said as he looked at DreamDancer.

>> Sorry, Dad… I am going to accompany him. And I am still thinking if I should take part of it, too. << DreamDancer replied smiling.

Su-Chi sighed. Then he shook his head.

>> My DreamDancer… Always searching for action… << Su-Chi commented.

>> You know me, Dad. <<

>> Sure I do… << Su-Chi said.

He patted DreamDancer’s back. DreamDancer smiled lightly.

>> How’s about waking the others? << Calimouth proposed.

>> Good idea. I am going to wake Alex. << Ssslith told them.

Ssslith walked over to Alex who still slept. Su-Chi followed him but he didn’t notice it. Alex had curled himself next to a pillar. Ssslith stood in front of his friend.

>> He’s something special. << He whispered.

>> True… Please take care of him. << Su-Chi whispered into Ssslith’s ear.

He turned around but Su-Chi had already vanished. Irritated he turns back to Alex and kneeled down touching Alex’s shoulder.
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The sun was shining brightly from the clear sky. Calmly the waves arrived at the coast of Twar Island. The leaves of the huge palms being around Salvator’s little house were moving in the wind. The ship Alex and the others had used to cross the sea lied about 5 meters from the beach away. DreamDancer and Calimouth stood on the beach. The waves reached their knees. Both watched the horizon.

>> How long do they need to say Good-bye? << Calimouth asked.

>> Certainly they are going to leave it soon. << DreamDancer replied without looking at Calimouth.

Some sea birds crossed their field of vision.

>> I have a bad feeling for the future. << Calimouth said.

>> So? << DreamDancer asked as he turned his head to Calimouth.

>> I feel that the tournament will change something. <<

>> What exactly? <<

DreamDancer has always hated when Calimouth spoke in riddles.

>> The plan you told me once… << Calimouth continued.

>> Don’t worry… Everything will be fine… << DreamDancer said to calm Calimouth down.

>> But that gryphon! He’ll… <<

>> Everything is fine. We only play our roles… No more. << DreamDancer interrupted his mate.

>> Please try to understand me. I am worried about him… <<

>> Why? He’s old and strong enough to survive in this world. << DreamDancer added.

>> I won’t let him die. << Calimouth said harsh.

>> And what do you want to do to avoid it? The plan has already started and we can’t stop it. <<

>> I’ll warn him. <<

>> Are you stupid? << DreamDancer asked him upset.

>> It’s decided… <<

DreamDancer grasped Calimouth’s shoulder.

>> Don’t! Do you want to ruin it? << He asked Calimouth.

>> Let me go… I don’t want to see him dying… << Calimouth shouted.

>> Perhaps he doesn’t want to take part of the tournament… <<

Just in that moment the door of Salvator’s house opened and Alex came out.

>> I can’t wait for it. I will beat you during the tournament, Cris… << He said happily.

DreamDancer and Calimouth looked at Alex speechless. With a smile on his beak Alex waited for Keegan and his other friends outside of the house. Calimouth looked deep into DreamDancer’s eyes.

>> Perhaps he doesn’t want to take part of it… That could only come from you. You see how much he want to fight… << Calimouth said.

>> Yeah… But you have to trust Terra. She watches out if everything is right. << DreamDancer said to calm Calimouth down.

Calimouth sighed. Alex saw his mate coming out of the house and they went towards the ship together. Ssslith just followed them right behind them. Cris and Mike talked during they were walking. Finally Salvator and Dustin left the house and Salvator closed the door. He looked over to the two and waved to them.

>> Come over. They’re ready to sail back. << Salvator said.

>> I understood. << DreamDancer said back.

He wrapped his arm around Calimouth’s shoulders. Calimouth smiled lightly as they started to overtake the others. They arrived at the ship and stopped in front of it. While Keegan and Mike were walking onto the ship Alex noticed Dustin still standing next to Salvator. The queue became shorter because Cris jumped onto the ship. Dustin didn’t seem to want to climb onto the ship. Alex didn’t know what he should do. Finally all except Dustin, Salvator, and Alex were on the ship. Alex got a bad feeling in his stomach. He was feeling that something bad would happen.

>> Hey Dustin! Why don’t you come onboard, pal? << Keegan suddenly said.

Dustin smiled and shook his head.

>> I am sorry, Keegan… I decided to stay with my father. << Dustin replied.

>> But what is with Tess, Dustin? << Alex asked.

>> Don’t worry. You slept while I was talking with her. I told her when I didn’t come back I had decided to stay here. She will follow me when you arrive at Ainessa Castle. << Dustin explained.

>> So you won’t accompany us… << Mike added.

>> Yeah… It’s decided. << Dustin said.

With lowered head Keegan left the ship and walked over to Dustin hugging him close.

>> I wish you the best, pal. Good-Bye, Dustin. << He whispered.

>> You, too Keegan. Please be well and take care of Alex. << Dustin whispered back.

Both hugged each other. They didn’t know that I was their last time. With a tear in his eye Keegan returned to the ship and all waved to Dustin and Salvator.

>> Now we can leave this island. << Cris said.

>> Yeah! Let us go to the tournament! << Calimouth added.

Suddenly Alex stopped waving. He noticed that something isn’t right. He jumped onto the ship and looked around.

>> Wait a moment! Where is the owner of that ship? << He asked.

Everyone stopped and they looked around.

>> He’s right. << Cris added.

>> But what are we doing now? << DreamDancer asked.

>> We can’t leave without him. << Mike said upset.

Everyone looked around for the captain. But no one found him.

>> I am here! << A middle male voice sounded.

All turned to the origin of that voice. Next to Salvator’s house onto a palm a person in a dark clock. Cris could see that it was the same cloak the ship owner had worn all the time.

>> It’s him. << She said.

He jumped off the palm and walked next to his own ship. Easily he jumped onto the deck.

>> I have no doubt anymore. You are it. << The ship owner said while showing his finger onto Alex.

>> I am what? << Alex asked confused.

>> You’re the murder of my parents! << He shouted.
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Fenix’s breath was calm and cold. His arms laid onto the bar of the entrance hall. The hall of the central tower which floated above the four magical world was very wide and it looked royal. His eyes looked over the shiny surface of the floor. The whole floor consisted of white marble and a red carpet led from the entrance to the bar. Some chandeliers spent their light illuminating the hall. They were hanging just below the marble ceiling. The halls left and right from the reception led deeper into the administration of Airworld. Fenix’s fingers tipped onto the ebony surface of the bar in a monotone sound. He looked up as Su-Chi entered the hall by the main entrance.

>> Where were you? << Fenix asked disgusted.

>> I took care of my children… << Su-Chi answered without looked at Fenix.

>> But you only have one child. DreamDancer… <<

>> You forgot I also have an adoptive son. << Su-Chi replied grinning.

>> I hope you didn’t tell him about “Aledante”. Terra and Lufia are very worried about that topic. They fear to get caught before they can complete the plan. << Fenix remembered him.

>> I only want to say that you didn’t need to involve me into that so-called plan. I can’t support you completing it… I only tolerate and I try to protect Alex from the consequences. You know that he has a uncontrollable soul? When he’s angry and he also discovers his powers, then he’s dangerous for all… And when he finds out what he should do, he’ll be angry and upset for sure. I don’t want to lie to him anymore. << Su-Chi explained.

>> I try to understand how you feel. Alex is the only one who wasn’t in a trainings center. He could life in a family. <<

>> But was it right to… << Su-Chi asked Fenix.

>> I am very sorry that we had to do it… I promise it won’t happen anymore. << Fenix guaranteed.

>> I hate seeing us doing criminal things. I mean we’re gods and so much people trust us to keep a normal life for them. <<

>> But we need someone for later… << Fenix said.

>> Later? <<

>> Yeah. It will come a time without us. Nothing lasts forever… Not even you and me… <<

>> I understand… But I wish we would had chosen a not that cruel way. << Su-Chi added.

>> The only problem is Alex. We don’t know how he’ll react. Kevin, Lance, and Ian don’t mind our plan. <<

>> But they only know the plan. Alex doesn’t know it… <<

>> Well… We have to go… <<

Fenix watched his watch and accompanied his disappointed friend and co-worker to the elevator. Su-Chi sighed several times…

>> He has a hard destiny… Oh my poor little Alex… << Su-Chi complained. 

>> Yes, he has it… << Fenix agreed.

The elevator arrived…
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The sun shone from the blue sky. A cool wind blew over the island. Several clouds covered some parts of the sky. Alex’s fur and wings moved in the wind while he was still staring at the ship owner pointing at him. His body was covered by the same robe he had been wearing all the time. But Alex noticed he wasn’t small anymore. He guessed him being about 5 feet and some inches. His face was dark and Alex couldn’t recognize which species he could be. 

>> I’ve been searching for the murder of my parents for over a month now. And you are it! << He said.

>> But Alex can’t be it. He has been in Ainessa Castle all the time. << Keegan tried to defend his mate.

>> It’s okay, Keegan. << Alex said. >> Please tell me what makes you sure I am the murder of your parents. <<

>> But that won’t rescue you from my revenge. << The ship owner replied.

>> We’re all curious… And I want to know your name… << DreamDancer added calmly.

>> Dear, how can you stay that calm? He’s going to kill him in a few… << Calimouth asked.

>> Don’t worry, Cali. <<

The ship owner nodded and he slowly pushes back the hood of his robs revealing his face…

>> A lizard… << Mike said.

>> Are you blind? It’s a raptor… And I have to admit he’s a good-looking one. << Cris corrected him.

Everyone watched his face. He was a male raptor. His skin was grass-green and he had blue eyes. His snout was long and well-formed. On his rear head grew some red hair being about a foot long.

>> My name is Raptor Clawford. I am 18 years old and I am a raptor/dragon cross. My mother was a dragon and my farther was a raptor. I am their only child and I am training to become a strong man to collect honor for my family. I want to make my parents proud of me. So I can’t let the murder go without punishing him… <<

He drew a sword out of its sheath hanging on his belt hidden under his robe. His sword is about 4 feet long and it had two up turned raptor claws on top of the handle. The hilt was made of oak wood and some gold. The both raptor claws were made of pure gold. He pointed at Alex’s beak with the tip of the shiny metal blade.

>> And the murder was a black feathered beast which came one night devastating our house and killing my parents by only one slash. And it said he was Alex Eagle as it ran away. I watched you the whole time and I am sure now that you killed my parents. I’ve seen your style of fighting and I am sure you wiped out my whole family. <<

>> Well, well… << Alex said calmly.

>> Fight, you cruel creature… << Raptor shouted.

>> I am pretty sure it was Xela again, but when that is your wish. <<

Alex drew his spatula and prepared to fight.

>> My family lived on Sha, the Dragon Island. Just the day after that beast had killed my parents, I heard about a young male dragon who was also damaged by a black feathered thing. His foot was cut off… << Raptor told them.

>> He’s talking about me… << Cris thought.

>> Several days later he left Sha to kill that beast. He has never returned… <<

>> Of course not, Raptor… I died… << Cris said quietly.

>> And now it’s my turn to revenge my family and our best friend, Kha’hir! << 

>> My old dragon name… Cute… << Cris thought smiling.

>> Alex! Don’t endanger your life. << Keegan said.

>> Don’t worry… I’ll be fine… << Alex said.

>> Good luck. << Ssslith whispered.

Alex and Raptor looked into each other’s eyes and  both nodded. They jumped off the ship and watched each other again. Slowly Raptor raises his sword.

>> Feel the revenge of my family. Ray of Helios! <<

The blade of his sword shone in a bright sun light. It flashed and Alex had to protect his eyes. But he failed and his eyes were blinded for some seconds. As he could see again he only saw Raptor lunging at him. Alex could hardly block, but he was successful pressing Raptor’s arm towards the ground. He looked up and saw a symbol on Raptor’s forehead.

>> Hikari… << Alex said.

Raptor freed himself and he jumped back.

>> Where do you come from? << Alex asked.

>> I am coming from a village called Hikari… I wonder that you know that name. <<

>> Your symbol said it to me. <<

>> That isn’t true. << Raptor replied upset. >> My parents taught me some of their priest powers. They were priests of Light. Not of Hikari… <<

>> You will understand soon enough. << Alex said smiling.

>> And you won’t see the sun setting down… << Raptor shouted.

He ran towards Alex. His sword risen high in the air. Alex could see his anger and bloodlust in his eyes. He easily stepped aside and Raptor struck into the ground. Quickly he drew his sword out the ground and lunged at Alex again. Alex ducked and evaded the next strike by an somersault.

>> Have you already noticed it? << Ssslith whispered to DreamDancer.

>> Yeah… It’s very effective against foes who never seen it. It was useless against me because I know the technique. But here he has a good chance to win. << DreamDancer answered.

Raptor started to feel unsure.

>> Why does he only evade? << Raptor asked himself.

Alex smiled widely. He took his spatula and blocked Raptor’s sword. He stepped backwards into the middle of the spiral he formed by evading Raptor’s attacks. Suddenly Raptor felt a cold wind and he looked at Alex lowering his fist.

>> You and your ridiculous tricks! << Raptor said.

Alex rose his fist and a tornado started to form.

>> Rise of the Dragon! << Alex shouted as the tornado reached its maximum strength.

Raptor couldn’t stand onto the ground and he was taken away by the strong wind pulling him higher and higher to the sky. Alex looked into the sky and he ran towards Salvator’s house. Raptor was still a little spot in the sky and Alex jumped into the air. He corrected his position and waited for a few seconds. Then he jumped again lunging at Raptor by his foot. Defenseless Raptor was hit by Alex’s kick and he smashed against a palm. Alex felt a light pain in his foot. He remembered a metal sound he had heard as he had hit Raptor’s body. Raptor fell onto the sand.

>> That was the technique Alex wanted to use against you, DreamDancer? << Calimouth asked.

>> Yeah, Cali. That’s the rise of the dragon… <<

>> I didn’t expect it becoming that strong. << Keegan added. 

>> Alex took much too long time to beat him. I’d be much faster… << Mike said not impressed by Alex’s fighting skills.

>> Interesting… << Cris said as she smiled. >> He becoming stronger… that’s good. <<

Alex walked over to Raptor who still laid onto the sand. He moved his shadow towards Raptor. Slowly he opened his eyes.

>> Where am I? << he asked dizzily.

>> I just beat you, remember? << Alex said with a friendly tone.

>> Aww… I remember. I lost, so you terminate my life now… <<

>> I won’t… Now you rest and we’ll talk when you’re awake. <<
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The ship calmly moved across the waves of the sea. Ssslith calmly sat on the rain. He watched the sunset. The sun was red and the clouds were colored by its shine. He still remembered Alex’s last words he had told him. 

>> Just relax and enjoy the trip. We’ll arrive Hikari Kioko the next morning. <<

Ssslith smiled and he raised his head looking into the sky. He heard the door opening just behind himself. He arched his back and bended backwards seeing Cris coming out of the door. She wore a yellow dress reaching from her breast till her calves. A straw hat protected her face from the red sunlight. On her left wrist she wore a red shining ring. She looked into Ssslith’s eyes as he smiled.

>> Yo, Cris… How’s going? << He asked grinning

>> I am fine. And you? << She replied with friendly voice.

>> I can’t complain… <<

>> That’s good to hear. But I want to talk with you… <<

>> Oh yeah? << Ssslith asked excited and he jumped off the rail standing next to her.

>> I am sure you still remember the fight against Finfar, right? << Cris asked calmly.

Ssslith nodded smiling.

>> The last thing I can remember is Finfar’s wing. I think it hit me hard. <<

>> You fainted right after the hit. << Cris said.

>> I am sure you’re right. He knocked me out… <<

>> Yeah… But that’s not what I want to talk about. I am more interested in the fact that you interrupted the battle. You told me you wouldn’t interrupt except Alex would call for help. << Cris asked him.

>> Well… I know what I said, but… I dunno… I had the feeling I had to help him. I was afraid he was going to die. << Ssslith explained.

Cris laughs.

>> What’s so funny about that? << Ssslith asked angrily.

>> Oh my… Not even I could kill him. And I was a huge dragon… <<

>> So? <<

>> Yeah! I was pretty sure he was dead after I threw him onto the grass. I don’t know what happened later, but he’s still alive. << Cris said giggling. 

>> I think he had to stay alive… << Ssslith thought.

>> But anyways… I want to thank you… <<

>> Me? But what did I do to get that honor? << Ssslith asked not being sure.

>> Thank you that you tried to rescue Alex… <<

Ssslith stood there not knowing what he should do or say.

>> I have the feeling that Alex is important for me and my future, but I can’t show him that I like him… a little bit… <<

Cris blushes lightly.

>> Well… Err… << Ssslith stammered.

>> Please take care of him… at least as long as I can’t be honest to him… <<

>> No problem, Cris… I also want to protect him… << Ssslith said with his lowered head.

>> May I ask you something? << Cris asked.

>> Sure… Go ahead. <<

>> Do you have feelings for Alex? <<

Ssslith nodded and turned around. He looks up seeing the sun disappearing behind the sea.

>> It’s his style… his behavior and way he acts. I liked it from the beginning… << Ssslith admitted.

>> It’s okay… I wish you the best… << Cris added.

>> You say that because Alex and Keegan are a couple… <<

>> I don’t think it will hold long. It’s very suspicious. <<

>> Maybe… << Ssslith said.

Just in that moment Ssslith noticed a huge object moving towards their ship. In the remaining light he recognized the flag being hoisted above the Crow’s nest.

>> Pirates! << He shouted.

Ssslith and Cris stared at the pirate ship. Suddenly the door behind them opened. Alex, Keegan, DreamDancer, and Calimouth came out of it.

>> Where’s Mike? << Cris asked.

>> He’s with Raptor. Raptor doesn’t feel well and Mike protects him. << Keegan answered.

A loud explosion interrupted them. All looked over to the pirate ship and they saw a cannon ball heading for them.

>> Everyone duck! << DreamDancer said.

They laid down onto the floor and Alex watched the cannon ball flying across the ship. It didn’t hit the ship and fell into the water. The pirate ship came closer.

>> What can we do now? << Ssslith asked.

>> I propose that we’ll defend ourselves. << Calimouth replied.

>> Yeah! We kick some tail! << Cris said excited.

They drew their weapons. The pirate ship was close enough and the first pirates jumped over shouting and screaming.

>> Get them! << Alex shouted.

They spread over the deck and everyone took their defense place. The first wave consisted of five male rats.

>> Seems that’s that dangerous pirate gang we’ve heard a lot of, DreamDancer. << Calimouth said.

>> You’re right… << DreamDancer replied.

Alex and Keegan dashed to the first pirates lunging and striking after them. Alex hit one with the spatula’s end and he flew across the rail. Cris heard him hitting the water surface. Ssslith took one and punched him several times. He send him to Calimouth by a strong throw. Calimouth used his katana’s hilt to hit his head. The pirate fainted. Cris was busy beating up another pirate. She had taken her rapier and she lunged after him. He was defenseless. She cut his clothes and fur until he bled. HE shivered, but Cris kept fighting. Ssslith interfered and he took the pirate sending him into the sea. He smiled and Cris smiled back. Keegan and DreamDancer finished up the last two foes.

>> Hey guys. That was great. << Ssslith commented.

>> I agree. << Cris said happily.

She looked to Alex and their eyes met. Both nodded and they took a rope swinging over to the pirates ship. They arrived and just landed between a bunch of pirates.

>> Su-Chi, I call you! <<

>> Scythe of Shadow! <<

Both raised their weapons and they changed into the ancient weapons. The pirates weren’t impressed and they attacked. But Alex and Cris defended themselves very well. After several pirates had been beaten Alex and Cris took their left hands together.

>> Ready, Cris? << Alex asked smiling.

>> Of course! << She replied.

>> Dual Technique! << Both shouted.

They raised their weapons again and the edges shone in a metallic light. The symbol of Water appeared at Alex’s forehead. Slowly a violet symbol appeared at Cris’s forehead. Alex had seen it the first time. It was the symbol of shadow showing a violet sun.

>> Ren-kan-ten-pen-tetsu-ka-geki! Steel dance between heaven and hell! <<

Alex and Cris widened their eyes and they flurried around with his sharp metal weapons. Alex softly enclosed his left hand around hers and they whirled faster becoming a cutting whirlwind moving through the crowd. Almost everyone was hit by their weapons falling down onto earth. Blood covered the floor. They stopped their dual technique.

>> I think it was a great success. << Cris said smiling.

She and Alex looked at the only remaining rat standing there shivering.

>> We give up… Please save our lives… << He stammered.

Alex grinned.

>> I hope this was a lesson for you… << He said.

Gently Alex took Cris’s hand and they swung back to Raptor’s ship. All the others had been waiting for them. They hugged Alex and Cris.

>> You two did it! << Keegan said happily.

>> We’re rescued. << Calimouth added.

>> Alex… Do you want to finish them? << DreamDancer asked.

>> How? << Alex asked back.

DreamDancer took Alex’s hands.

>> Dual Technique! <<

The symbol of Water appears onto Alex’s forehead and the symbol of Earth onto DreamDancer’s one. Alex had strange feeling in his body. The magical powers took control over his body and like controlled both started the dual technique. They stood there touching each other’s back and DreamDancer gently took Alex’s hands. He let Alex’s hands go and they turned to each other. Alex jumped and DreamDancer lifted him up. Little brown flashes jumped across his skin and Alex summoned a water sphere. Cris and the others looked over to the pirate ship. A Whirlpool appeared under it and it started to rotate. Huge stone spikes came out of the water and they pierced the ship while it still rotated. Alex jumped off DreamDancer’s grip and the sphere disappeared. DreamDancer instead raised his hands and those spikes grew longer. They pierced the ship again and took it out of the water. The whirlpool slowly stopped rotating. The symbols onto their foreheads disappeared and both bowed in front of the others. They applauded.

>> Thank you, guys. But there is no need for it… << DreamDancer said happily.

>> He’s right. << Alex said.

>> But it feels good to use my magic after all those long years… <<

>> Yes, Love… << Calimouth said.

DreamDancer looked at his mate and his expression became serious. Alex wondered, because Calimouth called DreamDancer the first time “Love”. He shrugged and shook his head.

>> That was the first time, right? << Cris suddenly whispered to Alex.

>> Yeah… Seems that DreamDancer doesn’t like it, when Calimouth call him “Love” << Alex whispered back.

>> Why don’t you call Keegan “Love? <<

>> Because I feel embarrassed doing that in public… <<

>> I see… << Cris whispered and she giggled.

All went back into the ship and they continued their voyage towards Hikari Kioko. From there they would leave for Akartum, their next destination…

        To be continued…
